
 
Nasso 5784 
HOW MUCH THEY COUNT 
RABBI LABEL LAM (Torah.org) 
HASHEM spoke to Moshe and Aaron saying: Make a count (Nasso es Rosh) of 
the sons of Kohas from among the children of Levi by their families, according to 
their fathers’ houses. (Bamidbar 4:1-2) 
It’s truly amazing how much is lost in translation. That is far from what is being 
asked of Moshe and Aaron here. There is nothing more dehumanizing than 
assigning a number to a person. 
The word NASSO is comprised of a two-letter root that is rife throughout the 
Parsha: SIN and ALEF. Where else do we find it and what does it mean in those 
places? The Leviim who were to be counted were charged with certain tasks, 
“MASA”, with that SIN-ALEF root. They were to NOSEH- carry the Aron 
HaKodesh. The Talmud tells us, “NOSEH ARON NOSAV” – “The Aron carried 
those who carried it”. SIN-ALEF means to carry a burden, to lift up. 
The Cohanim bless the Jewish people with the words, “Yisa (SIN_ALEF) 
HASHEM PANAV ELECHA” – HASHEM should lift His face upon you…and give 
you peace.” The word for the princes of the Jewish People who each brought their 
inaugural gifts to HASHEM is spelled NUN-SIN-ALEF-YUD. These are the leaders 
with a SIN-ALEF again. A NASI is also a cloud. So, what’s the common 
denominator and what does it tell us about the real task of NASSO ES ROSH – 
counting. 
Years ago, I got a call from a prominent Rav in Lakewood. My wife and I had been 
guests in the community many times where we had some friends and relatives, 
who we visited every summer. I would take the opportunity to give an afternoon 
lady’s Shiur. This time the Rabbi had a tall order for me. He said that on Shabbos 
afternoon there would be a big Kiddush to honor a group of congregants who 
were finishing SHAS – the entire Talmud, on a schedule different from the Daf 
HaYomi calendar. He wanted me to address the congregation before Musaf on 
Shabbos morning. I can’t believe I agreed to do it, but I did. Now my mind was 
racing one thousand miles an hour. What could I possibly say? This was 
Lakewood. These men had completed SHAS. I felt I was way over my head. An 
idea woke up inside and this is basically what I shared. 
One of the most unusual first encounters ever was between Reb Yochanan and 
Reish Lakish. Reb Yochanan was an unusually beautiful man and he was bathing 
in a river. Reish Lakish was a notorious bandit and seeing the Rabbi was a 
vulnerable target, he leapt across the river to attack his prey. Upon seeing this this 
athletic feat in process Reb Yochanan declared, “CHEILCHA L’ORAISA” – Your 
power, your prowess, your talent is for Torah”. I can still recall my Rebbe 
marveling at what he didn’t say. “Thief! Police! Help!” He saw the raw potential of 
a future Torah star. Reish Lakish retorted to Reb Yochanan that his beauty is 
wasted on a man. Reb Yochanan replied “If you think I am beautiful, you should 
see my sister. If you dedicate your might to Torah, I will give her to you as a wife.” 
Reish Lakish committed himself on the spot. He married Reb Yochanan’s sister, 
became a great Talmud scholar, and a life-long study partner with Reish Lakish. 
Then I fast forwarded to a barber shop in Spring Valley where I was waiting my 
turn for a haircut. Into the barbershop strode an elderly man, Rabbi Aronson. He 
was then in his mid- 90’s. I had heard that he had learned in Slobodka where 
giants like Reb Aaron Kotler, Reb Yaakov Kaminetsky, Reb Yitzchok Hutner, Reb 
Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman, Reb Dovid Leibowitz and more were raised by the 
Alter from Slobodka, Reb Nosson Tzvi Finkel. 
I engaged him briefly in conversation. I asked him, “Was Rabbi Aronson in 
Slobodka?”. He affirmed, “Yes!” I asked him, “Did Rabbi Aronson see the Alter?” 
He Nodded and confirmed, “Of course!” I asked him if he was there when Reb 
Aaron Kotler and Reb Yaakov Kaminetzky were there and he said, “I was there 
the day they arrived”. I couldn’t believe what I was hearing. I said to him, “There 
must have been a big celebration! Two great people like that arriving!” He looked 
at me like I fell from outer space.” “Celebration? They were Bochurim! Nobody 
saw anything!” He said emphatically. Then he corrected himself, “The Alter, he 
saw something!” 
NASSO means to lift up, carry, demonstrate to a person what their loftiest mission 
in this world is, and not just to count them but to empower them and show how 
much they count. 
TRANSPORTING THE TEMPLE 
RABBI MENACHEM FELDMAN (Chabad.org) 
After describing the order in which the twelve tribes of Israel traveled through the 
desert, the Torah tells of the census of the tribe of Levi, the tribe tasked with 
transporting and building the Mishkan, the Tabernacle. 
Like everything in the Torah, the details of the story of the Levites are just as 
relevant to our lives today as they were to our ancestors in the desert. For we, too, 
are tasked with the mission of the Levites, to erect a home for G‑d in a spiritual 
desert, the world we live in. In order to create this sanctuary, we rely on the 
spiritual part of ourselves, on the Levite within our soul. 
The tribe of Levi was divided into three families. The families of Gershon and 
Merari were tasked with transporting the curtains that covered the Mishkan and 
the wooden planks of the Mishkan walls. As the Torah tells us: 
This is the service of the Gershonite families to serve and to carry. They shall 
carry the curtains of the Mishkan and the Tent of Meeting, its covering and the 
tachash skin covering overlaid upon it, and the screen for the entrance to the Tent 
of Meeting . . . [As for] the sons of Merari . . . This is the charge of their burden for 
all their service in the Tent of Meeting: the planks of the Mishkan, its bars, its 
pillars, and its sockets. (4:24-31) 
To create a sanctuary in our lives, to build a haven of spirituality in the midst of a 
spiritual desert, we too employ the skills of the Levite families. Like the families of 
Gershon and Merari, we must create walls and a roof in order to take control of 
our environment. We must cultivate the capacity to say no, to reject negative 
influences, temptations and distractions. 
Yet saying no, rejecting the distractions and negativity, is not enough. The third 
family of Levites, the family of Kehat, was tasked with transporting the vessels of 
the Mishkan, the Ark, Menorah, Table and Alters: 
Aaron and his sons shall finish covering the Holy and all the vessels of the Holy 
when the camp is set to travel, and following that, the sons of Kehat shall come to 
carry [them], but they shall not touch the sacred objects for [then] they will die. 
These are the burden of the sons of Kehat for the Tent of Meeting. (4:15) 
Like the family of Kehat, we too must fill our space with the holy vessels, with 
positive experiences. 
The spiritual mission of each of the Levite families is alluded to in their names. 
Gershon is derived from the word garesh, which means “to chase away,” to 
divorce. Merari comes from the word mar, which means “bitter.” They represented 
the difficult task of learning to say no to that which seeks to pull us away from our 
commitment to holiness. Kehat, on the other hand, is derived from the biblical 
word yikhat, which means “to gather.” Kehat teaches us to cultivate positive 
experiences and gather them into our sanctuary, to use them as a conduit to fulfill 
the purpose of our creation. 
Adapted from the teachings of the Rebbe, Likkutei Sichot 13, Naso 1. 
DO JEWS BELIEVE IN SIN? 
RABBI YANKI TAUBER (Chabad.org) 
Say the word "sin" and you'll evoke different things in the minds of different 
people. 
To the fire-and-brimstone types, the word smells of shame and scorched flesh. To 
the hedonist it sounds like fun. Some think it's a wholly Christian concept, while 
others ascribe it to the ancient Hebrews. To the sages of the Talmud, sin is, above 
all, an act of stupidity. 
"A person does not sin," they wrote, "unless a spirit of folly has entered into him." 
Before I got this job I used to write manuals for various household items — those 
30-page booklets that come in the box together with electric drills, microwaves, 
and the like. It was pretty boring work, but it paid well and it was the kind of writing 
you could do with two kids on your lap. The best part was that you didn't have to 
put your name on it. 
Anyway, one day the consumer department of one of the companies I wrote for 
forwarded me a letter which, since it was the first response I had ever gotten from 
a reader of my work, I read with interest. "Sir," the letter began. "I have in hand a 
booklet you wrote which came in the box with my new video camera. I must say 
that I am outraged by your presumptuousness and audacity. This is my camera, 
for which I paid my own hard-earned money. It has lots of buttons, switches and 
indicator lights — and these are all my buttons, switches and indicator lights. How 
dare you instruct me on what to do with them! I shall press each of my buttons 
and flip each of my switches as I please. As for the indicator lights, I, not you, shall 
decide for myself what they indicate; indeed, if I so choose, I shall ignore them 
altogether. Yours truly, a very stupid customer." 
He did not, of course, sign off that way, but he might as well have. Needless to 
say, I didn't bother replying. 
The sages of the Talmud didn't see much difference between my stupid customer 
and your standard sinner. As they saw it, when a person acts contrary to his 
Creator's instructions on how life is to be lived, he may be doing something bad, 
evil, selfish, destructive, enjoyable, defiant, cowardly — as the case may be. But 
above all, he is doing something profoundly stupid. 
ROOT CAUSES 
AVROHOM YAAKOV 
In this week’s parsha, we are told of people who stole from another and then 
made an oath that they had not committed the crime. Afterwards … 
“… they shall confess the wrong that they have done.” (5:7) 
R’ Yaakov Aharon of Alexander questions the need for the words ‘that they have 
done’. It would have been enough for the Torah to state that they should confess. 
Why add ‘that they have done’? 
He brings a parable to explain. 
When a doctor detects that a person is ill, the doctor does not only prescribe a 
cure, but also seeks to identify the cause of the illness so that if possible, it should 
not recur. 
Similarly, when a person confesses his or her transgression, it is not sufficient to 
identify the bad behaviour but also to pinpoint the cause of the behaviour.  
Theft, for example, often starts off as being jealous of the material possessions 
that belong to others. That desire eventually grows into forcibly taking those 
possessions away. 
A person needs to recognise the root causes of their crime. 
Sadly, this type of introspection is lacking in our society. More often than not, 
criminal behaviour is excused by external circumstances – bad upbringing, 
undesirable friends, poor economic conditions, victims of the patriarchal society. 
We are taught that personal responsibility is dated and no-one has the right to 
judge others. As we are seeing in many parts of the world, anarchy and 
lawlessness are taking root. 
Of course, the Torah view is that no-one need be a victim of their circumstances 
and that there is personal responsibility. Only through introspection can a person 
grow. 
WHAT TO DO WITH A STALE MATE 
RABBI YOSSY GOLDMAN (Chabad.org) 
“Nothing new under the sun,” wrote King Solomon in Ecclesiastes. And so, we 
discover in this week’s Torah reading that infidelity and other marital problems 
aren’t exactly a new societal phenomenon. 
One of the main features of our Parshah is the story of the sotah, a woman 
accused of adultery. In the biblical account, the husband would bring his wife to 
the Temple, where a kohen (priest) would enact the ceremony of the “bitter 
waters.” The relevant passages from the Torah were written on a scroll and 
dissolved in the “curse-causing waters.” The name of G‑d appeared in these 
passages, and therefore every possible alternative was explored first in order to 
avoid the erasure of the divine name. If, indeed, there was no alternative, then the 
ceremony would be concluded, and in the process G‑d’s name would, in fact, be 
erased. 
If the woman was guilty, the waters would cause her death. If innocent, she would 

be blessed and her marriage would enjoy a blissful future. 
Thus, Jewish tradition teaches that no stone be left unturned to make peace 
between man and wife. Even if it means taking the drastic step of erasing the 
name of G‑d! To save a marriage, it’s worth it. 
How much effort do we put into our marriages today? Interestingly, the jealous 
husband in the Parshah is also chastised should he overreact and run to the 
kohen unnecessarily. 
Today, I fear, we run to the lawyer much too quickly. 
Too many young marrieds, after the inevitable first argument, come to the 
premature conclusion that they must have made a mistake. “We had a fight!” “He 
shouted at me.” “Let me quit while I’m ahead.” 
It may well sound ridiculous, but in my own rabbinic experience I have seen it all 
too often. There is a name for it. It’s called “unrealistic expectations.” We forget 
that some of the best marriages on earth had rocky beginnings, and that it is 
normal and natural to take time to settle down and settle into a marriage. 
Why is it that we expect our marriages to cruise along smoothly without the 
slightest hiccup, when we have no such presumptions about any other area of 
life? Say a business shows a loss in the first quarter. Do we close up shop? Of 
course not. We sit down, we strategize, we find new ways of doing things; with 
time and effort, things turn around. Why, then, do we close down our marriages 
with such alacrity at the first signs of difficulty? 
Then there are those who are married for years, but are locked in loveless 
marriages. They see no hope for a better future, and are resigned to living out 
their lives, as Thoreau put it, “in quiet desperation.” 
I’m here to tell you that it needn’t be that way. Many a marriage has hit rock 
bottom and then rebounded into a beautiful, sensitive, mature relationship. 
Here are a few important points to be aware of: 
▪​ Help is available. There are highly qualified counselors in every 

community. 
▪​ There should be no stigma whatsoever in going for help. If you have the 

flu, you see the doctor. It’s curable. So is an ailing relationship. 
▪​ It is never too late. I’ve seen people embark on a fresh, new path after 18 

or 25 years of marriage, and they’ve never looked back. 
▪​ Fixing your existing relationship is by far the best option available to you. 
Why is going for help the best option? Ask yourself honestly: is getting divorced 
and then looking for a new partner better? What makes you think they are lining 
up to marry divorced people with baggage? And staying single is no fun either. 
Loneliness is no picnic. And don’t think your miserable ex is going to fall off planet 
Earth after your divorce. You will still have to engage him or her on family issues, 
especially if there are children. So you get to keep most of the headaches, with 
little or no compensation. 
For too many people, work is a four-letter word, to be avoided at all costs. But if 
you would invest half the amount of work into your existing relationship that you 
would need to survive a divorce, you can have a marvelous relationship. 
A woman I know is now on her third marriage. I tried to counsel her during her first 
marriage. But she was determined to end it. Today she freely admits that had she 
known then what she knows now, she would never have divorced husband 
number one. Because, with all his faults, compared to husbands numbers two and 
three, he was an angel! 
Marriage and family life are part and parcel of life. They can bring contentment 
and happiness to each of us—if we work at it. Our lives can be rich and satisfying 
in that deep, wonderful way—provided we are big enough to seek help and 
improve the existing stalemate. If we look at things more objectively, we’ll probably 
find that we are both somewhat stale mates. 
Judaism has much to offer to revive tired relationships. While the mikveh system 
should not be regarded as a panacea for all marital ills, it can have a profoundly 
positive influence. Take the plunge. Call for an appointment to see your favorite 
rabbi. He can also direct you to good professional counselors who are committed 
to making marriages work. 
The Torah teaches us how sacred marriage is in the eyes of G‑d. Let us show a 
little more respect for our marriage vows. And perhaps we ought to spare a 
thought for that “significant other” who does much for us every day, which, sadly, 
we take for granted. 
Invest time and effort into your current relationship, and you may be assured that 
G‑d will bless the work of your hands with success, happiness and nachas. 
Then, families will be whole and wholesome, and G‑d’s name will be complete. 
SMALL TALK 
RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY (Torah.org) 
This week’s parsha contains a number of exciting episodes. It details the sordid 
tale of the adulterous women, her fate and that of her illicit adulterer. It illustrates 
the rules and regulations of the nazir, one who has abstained from worldly 
pleasures by eschewing wine in addition to leaving his hair unshorn. 
However, tucked away in the midst of the controversial episodes are the priestly 
blessings — five verses that shine an encouraging light in the midst of a difficult 
portion. Those verses contain the priestly blessings that are well known to many 
of us. “May Hashem bless you and keep you. May Hashem shine his countenance 
on you and be gracious to you. May Hashem lift his countenance upon you and 
establish you in peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)” 
Less celebrated, however, are the verses that appear immediately before and 
after the actual blessings. “Thus shall you bless the children of Israel, speak to 
them.” What is the importance – even the meaning — of the extra words, “speak 
to them”? After Hashem charges the priests with the actual verses of blessing, He 
ends with an additional command. “Place My name upon the children of Israel and 
I shall bless them.” Again, the verse leaves us wondering – of course, it is 
Hashem that will bless them but what does His name have to do with it? Didn’t He 
just prescribe the formula? Why aren’t the three verses enough to spur G-d’s 
blessings? 
A few months after moving to Woodmere, a lovely young Israeli couple with two 
young children moved next door to us. After conversing with them, my wife and I 
realized that in Israel they had not been the least bit observant of Jewish tradition. 
They had not even observed Yom Kippur, let alone kept Shabbat or kosher. It 
seemed that the reason they moved to America because Israel was becoming too 
Jewish for them. My wife and felt a responsibility to bring these fine people closer 
to the Torah, yet we also did not feel comfortable telling them about laws that they 
must have known about, but chose not to observe. 
Fortunately in our neighborhood lived the great Rosh Yeshiva who brought 
thousands of people close to Torah, Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld, of blessed memory. I 
explained our situation to him and basically asked him, “Rebbe, what do you in 
order to make someone frum (religious)?” He smiled and put his large hand on my 
shoulder. “Do absolutely nothing!” I stood shocked and confused as he continued. 
“Be a mentsch: Never miss a ‘good morning’ or a ‘good afternoon’. Make sure 
your lawn is neat and your children are well behaved. And just be friendly.” Then 
he quoted the words of our sages, ‘make sure that the name of Hashem is 
cherished through you.’ 
He paused, looked me in the eye, and proclaimed confidently, “follow that advice 
and you will not have to do a thing. They will get closer to the Torah.” 
We followed his advice. We invited them for meals, and our children played 
together. I talked politics with him while my wife discussed gardening with her. We 
spoke about everything — except religion. I was therefore shocked, when, in 
October, our neighbors asked us where the closest synagogue was. They decided 
to go to shul for Yom Kippur. I was even more surprised when days later they 
asked for my help in building a Sukkah. I am sad to relate that recently we lost 
some very good neighbors. After 5 years of living in the US, they decided to move 
back to Israel. America was becoming too goyish (gentile) for them. 
Before it enumerates the actual blessings, the Torah teaches us the true way to 
bless Jews – speak to them. The words, “speak to them” may be more important 
than the actual blessing. The saintly Chofetz Chaim charged my wife’s 
grandfather Rabbi Laizer Levin, who was Rabbi of Detroit for 50 years, with a 
simple message. “Laizer, gei rehd tzoo Yidden.” (Reb Laizer go and speak to 
Jews.) And the actual priestly blessings do not end much differently. “Place My 
name upon the children of Israel and I shall bless them.” (Numbers 6:27). When 
Hashem’s name is placed upon His nation, then blessing is sure to follow. 
A smile, a hello, a Good Shabbos, or Shabbat Shalom may be the key to forging a 
different attitude to an otherwise skeptical Jew. To paraphrase a man who reached 
great heights, “One small word to man can produce giants for mankind.” The true 
blessing does not come from theological incantations; it comes from the simple 
smiles of the heart. 
NESANEL’S DILEMMA 
RABBI YISSOCHOR FRAND (Aish.com) 
Every Bar Mitzvah boy's nightmare is to have to read Parashas Naso, which has 
one hundred seventy-six verses, more than any other parashah in the Torah. At 
least, that is what I used to think when I was a boy. But in fact, Naso is not such a 
hard parashah after all. The end of the parashah describes the dedication 
offerings brought by all twelve princes of the tribes, and they are all identical. The 
bar-mitzvah boy would find himself reading a fairly sizable group of verses twelve 
times. That shouldn’t be too hard, should it? 
But why is it so? 
The Midrash relates that the prince of Yehudah, Nachshon ben Aminadav, brought 
his offering, and then it was Nesanel ben Tzuar’s turn. He was faced with a 
dilemma. What should he bring? What would be the ramifications of his decision? 
Let us use a bar-mitzvah as an analogy. It is not unusual for one shul to have a 
bar-mitzvah every Shabbos for twelve consecutive weeks. Now let us say that the 
food served at the first bar-mitzvah was a fruit cup, a quarter of chicken, a piece of 
potato kugel, glazed carrots and chocolate ice cream for dessert. Everything goes 
beautifully. Terrific. 
Now comes week two. The mother of the next bar-mitzvah boy has a problem. 
What should she serve? Fruit cup is out, as is a quarter of chicken and kugel as 
well. Two weeks in a row? She would be a laughingstock in the community. So 
she opts for the chicken cutlet and the broccoli quiche. Everything goes well. 
Disaster has been avoided. 
Now comes week three. The mother of this boy considers the gravity of the 
situation. Chicken is certainly out, as are chicken cutlet, kugel and quiche. Forget 
about the fruit cup and the chocolate ice cream. This situation obviously calls for 
roast beef and grilled asparagus stalks. And lemon meringue pie for desert. 
You can imagine the anxiety by week twelve. What can they serve at that 
bar-mitzvah already? They would have to find the most exotic foods, and they 
would have to pay the most exotic prices. 
This went through Nesanel ben Tzuar’s mind. Not bar-mitzvahs, of course, but 
escalation. Nachshon ben Aminadav had already brought his offering. If Nesanel 
were to go one up on Nachshon, there would be no end to it. The pressure would 
mount, as would the anger, the resentment, the jealousy and no doubt the lashon 
hara as well. 
So Nesanel ben Tzuar did a wonderful thing. He brought exactly the same offering 
as Nachshon. This enabled all those behind him to do the same thing, and thus all 
their offerings were identical. Nesanel set the tone ¾ all Jews are the same. 
The Midrash concludes that Hashem showed His pleasure in an unusual way. A 
korban yachid, a private offering, is never brought on Shabbos, only a korban 
tzibbur, a communal offering. The offerings of the tribal princes, however, were 
brought on twelve consecutive days, including Shabbos, even though they were 
korbanos yachid. 
Since these offerings were deliberately identical in order to avoid hatred and 
jealousy, since they promoted a sense of community and harmony, Hashem 
considered them as korbanos tzibbur and allowed them to be brought even on 
Shabbos. 
INDIVIDUALITY WITHIN STRUCTURE 
RABBI SHRAGA SIMMONS (Aish.com) 
"There are 70 faces to Torah." (The Talmud) 
As a child, I felt sympathy for my brother, whose Bar Mitzvah fell out on Parshas 
Naso. He undertook to perform the Torah reading – which at 176 verses is the 

longest Parsha in the Torah! 
Upon closer inspection, however, we see that much of the parsha is repetitive. 
The 89 verses of chapter 7 describe the offerings brought after the completion of 
the Tabernacle in the desert. One by one, on 12 successive days, the prince of 
each of the Twelve Tribes brought his own set of offerings. 
For example, on the first day, the Prince of Yehudah brought a 130-shekel silver 
bowl, a 70-shekel silver basin, a 10-shekel gold incense ladle, and a total of 21 
animals. The Torah then repeats the exact same description 12 times, as each of 
the 12 princes donated exactly the same offerings! 
This seems to contradict the basic principle that the Torah is never superfluous 
and does not contain even one extra letter (which is the basis for many Talmudic 
teachings). One must wonder: Why doesn't the Torah simply list the offerings 
brought by the first prince, and then say that the other tribes brought the exact 
same thing?! 
70 FACES TO TORAH 
The answer is that despite bringing the exact same offerings, each of the princes 
actually brought their own, unique offering. In fact, there is an entire book written, 
based on the Midrash (Bamidbar Rabba 13:13), which details how each prince 
brought each item for his own specific reason. 
For example, each brought a silver basin weighing 70 shekels. For one it 
symbolized the 70 Jewish souls who went down to Egypt. For another it 
symbolized the 70 judges in the Sanhedrin. For another it symbolized the 70 
nations of the world. For another it symbolized Abraham's age (70) at the 
"Covenant Between the Pieces" (Genesis 15), and so on. 
The fact that the Torah repeats itself 12 times perforce means that although there 
were 12 identical offerings, each was stamped with its own special meaning and 
significance. 
AIR JORDAN, AIR ISRAEL 
Often we hear a complaint about Judaism: "How can I find my unique expression 
in a system that is so bound by rules and structure?" 
Consider the game of basketball: The rules state that a player must dribble and 
not run with the ball. He is restricted from hitting other players. He must shoot 
within an allotted time. And he must always stay in-bounds. There are so many 
rules and limitations – he even has to wear a uniform! 
But as every basketball fan knows, it is this structure that produces the greatest 
personal expression. Michael Jordan's greatness is because of what he can do 
within the rules. It is those very rules which give him discipline and direction. 
The same is true with Torah. We have structured prayer because that gives us the 
framework to truly express ourselves. The words, precisely crafted by prophets, 
are the vessels which we fill with our own personal thoughts and feelings. Imagine 
the prayer book as the sheet music, our soul as the symphony, and each of us as 
the conductor. The music we make is beautiful and unique. Through the rules 
comes liberation. 
COLLECTIVELY AND INDIVIDUALLY 
We can now understand an interesting Midrash in this week's parsha. G-d says: 
"The offerings of the princes are as beloved to me as the song the Jewish people 
sang at the Red Sea." (The Midrash derives this from the identical word "zeh," 
used in both references, Shmot 15:2 and Bamidbar 7:17.) 
At the Red Sea, 3 million men, women and children, witnessed the miraculous 
splitting of the Sea, as the verse says, "This is my G-d and I will glorify Him." 
But shouldn't the verse say, "This is OUR collective G-d"? No. Millions of 
individuals saw the same thing, but each experienced it differently, as "my 
personal G-d." Hence the Midrash draws the comparison: Just as the Red Sea 
was a unique personal experience, so too each of the princes brought a unique 
personal offering. 
BEAUTIFUL MOSAIC 
The last of the 613 mitzvot recorded in the Torah is that each Jew must write 
his/her own Torah Scroll (Deut. 31:19). In a symbolic sense, this means we must 
forge our own emotional relationship with Torah. In the introduction to Yam Shel 
Shlomo, Rabbi Shlomo Luria (Maharshal, 16th century Poland) explains that each 
Jew possesses a particular spiritual conduit, through which he channels Torah 
understanding in a way that relates to his unique soul. Just like stations on a radio 
dial: We all share the same circuitry, but the tune is different. 
And that's what makes for beautiful harmony. Through the framework of "Mosaic 
law," we build the "mosaic diversity" that is the Jewish people. 
Of course, it has to be within the rules, or else it's faulty reception. The Torah tells 
us: "Only at the place where G-d will choose to place His Name shall you seek out 
His presence and come there" (Deut. 12:5). Service of G-d is not arbitrary and 
cannot be on our own terms. The Torah sets out eternal, immutable guidelines for 
Jewish expression and observance. 
Yet at the same time, it is for each of us individually to "seek out His presence." 
When Abraham and Isaac set out on the Akeida ("binding"), they head toward the 
place that G-d has pre-selected – yet they are left to discover that place for 
themselves. (see Genesis, chapter 22) 
ROAD TO JERUSALEM 
I frequently encourage people to visit Israel, by telling them that it is likely to be 
the most profound experience of their lifetime. They invariably ask me: "But what 
will the experience be like?" There is no adequate way to answer that question 
because, since the experience is one of "self-discovery," by very definition it differs 
for each individual. Which is precisely what makes it so profound. 
In biblical times, there were purposefully no road signs leading to Jerusalem – 
forcing every person to ask, "Where is Jerusalem?" Nachmanides (13th century 
Spain) explains this metaphorically: Through the framework of Torah and mitzvot, 
each of us is ennobled to seek and explore the CONCEPT of Jerusalem ... to 
discover our oneness with G-d ... within the formulated guidelines of Torah ... in 
our own unique way. 
News, Views & Opinion 
‘BBC’ ASKS WHY ISRAEL DIDN’T WARN GAZANS BEFORE RESCUE 
OPERATION 
DAVID ISAAC (JNS.org 9-6-24) 
BBC news anchor Helena Humphrey came in for ridicule after asking former IDF 
International Spokesman Lt. Col. (res.) Jonathan Conricus on Sunday whether 
Israel should have warned Gaza’s civilians before launching Saturday’s rescue 
operation. 
Referring to the high Arab casualty count reported by Hamas sources, Humphrey 
asked, “Would there have been a warning to those civilians for them to get out on 
time?” 
Conricus, now a senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies 
(FDD), a Washington-based think tank, politely stated the obvious, “We cannot 
anticipate Israel to be warning ahead of a raid to extract or to save hostages 
because then what the terrorists would do is to kill the hostages and that would 
defeat the purpose.” 
Asked what he was thinking when the BBC interviewer posed the question, 
Conricus told JNS, “I wondered whether she was reading off a teleprompter or 
actually thought of the question herself. 
“But,” he added, “in the upside down universe of activist journalism, this question 
makes total sense.” 
Humphrey’s question became the butt of jokes on social media. 
“Everyone knows that proper hostage rescue etiquette dictates that you must first 
inform the terrorists holding the hostages of the exact time you plan to rescue the 
hostages,” tweeted one person in reply. 
“Lol stop. They asked that??” tweeted another. 
“Did you answer AFTER you stopped laughing?” tweeted a third. 
The Jewish Press headlined its story on the exchange, “Showing Incredible Self 
Restraint, Israeli Guest Does Not Call BBC’s Helena Humphrey a Moron.” 
JOURNALIST, DOCTOR HELD ISRAELIS HOSTAGE IN GAZA 
JOSHUA MARKS (JNS.org 9-6-24) 
A journalist and a doctor were among the family members holding Israeli hostages 
in their home in Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip, the Israel Defense Forces 
confirmed on Sunday night. 
“Following checks by the IDF and the Shin Bet, it can be confirmed that [journalist] 
Abdullah al-Jamal was an operative of the Hamas terrorist organization, who kept 
the hostages Almog Meir, Andrey Kozlov and Shlomi Ziv in his family home in 
Nuseirat,” the military said in a statement posted to X. 
“Abdullah’s family home held hostages alongside family members. This is further 
proof that the Hamas terrorist organization uses the civilian population as a 
human shield,” the statement added. 
Meir, Kozlov and Ziv, along with hostage Noa Argamani, were rescued by Israeli 
forces in a daring daylight raid on Saturday. 
Al-Jamal was killed during the raid, according to EuroMed, a Geneva-based NGO 
led by Gaza-born Palestinian financial expert Ramy Abdu and Richard Falk, a 
harsh critic of the Jewish state and the former United Nations special rapporteur 
on human rights in the Palestinian territories. 
“In an initial testimony documenting the killings committed by the Israeli army in 
the Nuseirat camp today, the @EuroMedHR reported that the Israeli army used a 
ladder to enter the home of Dr. Ahmed Al-Jamal,” Abdu tweeted. 
“The army immediately executed 36-year-old Fatima Al-Jamal upon encountering 
her on the staircase. The forces then stormed the house and executed her 
husband, journalist Abdullah Al-Jamal, 36, and his father, Dr. Ahmed, 74, in front 
of his grandchildren. The army also shot their daughter, Zainab, 27, who sustained 
serious injuries.” 
(Al-Jamal was a contributor to The Palestine Chronicle, where his latest article 
was published on June 7. He also has a profile page on the Al Jazeera website, 
where he was described as reporting often from the 2018–2019 Gaza border riots, 
called the “Great March of Return” by Palestinians. (The only Al Jazeera article 
attributed to him, as a co-author, is an opinion piece titled “Tales of torture from 
Israeli prisons” published in 2019.) 
The Palestine Chronicle and Al Jazeera spell his name as “Abdallah Aljamal.” 
He was also the spokesman for the Hamas-run Labor Ministry in Gaza.) 
Imran Khan, a senior correspondent at Al Jazeera English, attempted to distance 
the Qatari network from al-Jamal. 
“Also, the news that an Al Jazeera journalist was harboring one of the captives is 
completely false. The individual in question who was killed in the raid along with 
his family was, at one point, a freelance journalist. He has never worked for Al 
Jazeera Arabic or English. He is certainly not in any way, shape, or form an Al 
Jazeera Journalist,” wrote Khan, according to i24NEWS. 
Hamas is paying Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip up to 70 shekels ($19) a 
day to watch over Israeli hostages taken on Oct. 7, a freed captive reported last 
week. 
Ada Sagi, 75, was kidnapped from her home in Kibbutz Nir Oz during the 
Hamas-led invasion and was held in a family home in Gaza until she was released 
as part of the hostage-for-ceasefire deal on Nov. 28. 
Asked on June 2 by Israel’s Channel 12 News what would motivate a Gaza family 
with children to imprison Jews, Sagi said: “Money.” 
INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS MIXED FOLLOWING ISRAELI HOSTAGE 
RESCUE 
JEWISH NEWS SYNDICATE (JNS.org 9-6-24) 
Western officials have expressed relief at the rescue by Israeli forces of four 
hostages Saturday, though some have also echoed Arab countries in condemning 
the operation in Gaza’s Nuseirat camp as a “massacre.” 
“Noa Argamani, Almog Meir Jan, Andrey Kozlov and Shlomi Ziv are free and safe 
today. We share the relief of their families and call for the release of all the 
remaining hostages,” tweeted E.U. High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell. He went on to call for the implementation 
of a ceasefire deal U.S. President Joe Biden unveiled a week and a half ago. 
In a separate tweet, however, Borrell wrote, “Reports from Gaza of another 
massacre of civilians are appalling. We condemn this in the strongest terms. The 
bloodbath must end immediately.” 
Similarly, the Palestinian Authority called for a United Nations emergency session 

 



 
to address the “massacre” in Nuseirat, a densely built-up residential area where 
the four hostages were being held in civilian apartments. 
“In response to the gruesome massacre perpetrated by Israeli occupation forces 
this morning in the Nuseirat refugee camp, President Mahmoud Abbas has 
instructed Palestine’s envoy to the United Nations to request an emergency 
session of the U.N. Security Council to discuss the repercussions of the 
bloodshed,” read a statement from Abbas’s office. 
Egypt also condemned the operation, failing to mention the hostages at all. 
“The Arab Republic of Egypt condemns in the strongest terms the Israeli attacks 
on the Nuseirat camp in the central Gaza Strip, which resulted in the death of 
more than 150 Palestinian civilians and the injury of hundreds, in a flagrant 
violation of all provisions of international law, international humanitarian law, and 
all values ​​of humanity and human rights,” read an Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
statement. 
Cairo vowed to hold Jerusalem “legally and morally responsible for this blatant 
attack, demanding that it comply with its obligations as an occupying power, and 
stop the indiscriminate targeting of Palestinian civilians, including the areas to 
which they have been displaced, and the wanton destruction.” 
During the course of the operation, Hamas terrorists fired on the Israeli extraction 
team, including with RPGs, sparking a firefight and prompting them to call in 
airstrikes. 
IDF Spokesperson Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari said the military had killed “under 
100” Palestinians during the operation, including some civilians. 
Jordan “condemned the brutal Israeli attack that…reflects the systematic targeting 
of Palestinian civilians, the Israeli persistence in violating international law and 
international humanitarian law, and continuing to commit crimes [during] the war.” 
Amman accused Israel of committing “genocide” in Gaza, claiming the IDF of 
causing “unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe” there since Oct. 7. The 
Jordanian statement made no mention of Hamas’s Oct. 7 massacre of 1,200 
people. 
Norway’s deputy foreign minister Andreas Motzfeldt Kravik took a similar stance to 
Borrell. In an initial response, he tweeted, “Four Israeli hostages are now free and 
safe, after 8 months in captivity. Norway shares the relief of their families and 
loved ones. We call for the immediate and unconditional release of all remaining 
hostages—now.” 
However, in a follow-up tweet, he added, “Appalled by reports of another 
massacre of civilians in Gaza. Norway condemns attacks on civilians in the 
strongest terms.” 
Norway is one of several countries that recently recognized a Palestinian state. 
British Foreign Minister David Cameron said, “News of the rescue of four 
hostages will be a huge relief to their families. My thoughts also with families of 
those still captive, and all the innocent lives affected by the conflict.” 
He called for a deal to bring about the release of the remaining hostages. 
Sweden’s foreign minister Tobias Billström tweeted a photo taken during a recent 
trip to Israel, where he had met with the mother of Almog Meir, one of the 
hostages rescued on Saturday. He said he “share[s] the joy and relief of their 
families.” 
Poland likewise expressed “joy at the release of four Israeli hostages who had 
been held since October 7th.” 
They noted that Meir is a dual citizen of Poland and Israel. 
Following Saturday’s successful mission, Israeli Prime Benjamin Netanyahu 
pledged: “I want to repeat and clarify—we will return everyone. Even now we are 
working on more returns, more options.” 
THE WEST KEEPS REWARDING THE TERRORIST GROUP HAMAS 
MAJID RAFIZADEH (GateStoneInstitute.org 8-6-24) 
It is astonishing and difficult to comprehend how, after the terrorist attack by 
Hamas on Israel on October 7, 2023, the West has progressively adopted policies 
that support the terrorist organization Hamas and its influential backers, Qatar and 
Iran. 
This policy is particularly perplexing given the violent nature of the attack and the 
well-documented connections, especially between Hamas and the Iranian regime, 
which has been a significant supporter of Hamas both financially and militarily. 
The West's stance also raises questions about the strategic and ethical 
considerations behind such policies, considering the implications for regional 
stability and the ongoing threat posed by these groups. 
Spain, Ireland and Norway recently formally recognized Palestinian statehood, a 
decision that comes just seven months after Hamas invaded Israel, and savagely 
raped, tortured, beheaded, immolated and kidnapped Israeli and Western 
civilians. It is unprecedented in world history for a terrorist group to attack another 
country, murder its people and take hostages, only to then be rewarded with a 
recognition of statehood – cordially facilitating its future actions, including against 
countries in Europe. 
We have already seen this April "thousands of protestors" in Germany demanding 
a Caliphate with sharia law. 
The West's reward also sends a message that the West is fearful and willing to 
capitulate in the face of horrific acts. It suggests that instead of standing firm 
against terrorism and taking decisive action to hold perpetrators accountable, the 
West will eagerly accept any antisocial behavior rather than stand up for the 
values of civilization that have defined it for centuries. This perception can only 
torpedo West's ability to contain terrorism inside its gates, and, as in Germany, 
can only have serious repercussions for domestic and global security. 
The aim of anti-Israel protestors seems to be that stability can only be achieved 
after everyone has conceded to the terrorists' demands. Sadly, many politicians, 
perhaps hoping for votes from wherever they can get them, might be only too 
happy to comply. 
Perhaps Ireland, Norway and Spain would like to offer sanctuary to Gazans from 
Hamas? 
The only reason countries are recognizing a Palestinian state is that they will not 
have to live next to it. As Harvard law professor emeritus Alan Dershowitz and 
former New York City Council president Andrew Stein recently pointed out: 
"Consider the fact that no Arab or Muslim nation has been willing to accept 
Palestinian refugees from Gaza. Perhaps these nations recall that anyone who 
has tried to help the Palestinians has lived to regret it. When Jordan took them in, 
the Palestinians tried to overthrow the government of King Hussein in 1970. The 
attempted coup, known as Black September, ended with the Palestinians being 
expelled to Lebanon. Once there, a civil war erupted between the Muslims, 
backed by the PLO, and the Christians, resulting in the PLO being expelled once 
again, this time to Tunisia in 1982. After Kuwait offered roughly 400,000 
Palestinians visas and jobs, and Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990,the PLO sided with 
Iraq. After the liberation of Kuwait, an estimated 200,000 were expelled and 
another 200,000 were not allowed back." 
This short-sighted agenda of course requires isolating Israel, which has been 
fighting not only for its survival but also the survival of Europe and the West with 
these intended beneficiaries of such an enormous sacrifice, instead have been 
undermining and demonizing Israel every step of the way, including Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, called by Andrew Roberts "The Churchill of the Middle 
East," who now finds himself, courtesy of the unlawful International Criminal 
Court, with an international warrant out for his arrest. 
While the sanctimonious parliamentarians of Europe help Adolf Hitler finish what 
he started in the comfort of the volcanoes that have only intermittently blown 
under them so far – the Munich Olympics and the Berlin Christmas Market; the 
rapes in Cologne on New Year's Eve; the slaughter of Theo van Gogh; riots in 
Sweden; Denmark's Mohammad Cartoon furor and the murder at its Free Speech 
Society; London's 7/7 Underground bombings and the London Bridge attacks, 
Manchester's Ariana Grande Concert; the massacres at France's satirical 
magazine Charlie Hebdo, Paris's Bataclan theater, and the Bastille Day 
truck-ramming on Nice's croisette, the shooting of schoolchildren in Toulouse, as 
well as murders of individuals too plentiful to count (for instance, here, here, here 
and here) -- Iran and Hezbollah have been raining rockets down on the north of 
Israel, eager to go full bore on a country, smaller than New Jersey, by widening a 
second front. 
The decision to recognize Palestinian statehood reassures the terrorists that the 
West is willing to overlook the ongoing threats and violent actions not only against 
Israel but against itself. Iran, Hamas and Hezbollah can clearly see that the longer 
they can keep their jihad on Israel going, the more the victim, Israel, will be 
demonized -- not the terrorist perpetrators -- and the better it will be for terrorism. 
The more countries that will join Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas in its assault by 
recognizing a Palestinian state, the more power and influence they will have in 
Europe to double their demands. Wait until Iran has its nuclear bombs and the 
ballistic missiles to deliver them. They will not even have to use them, only 
threaten to, as Putin is now doing in Ukraine so that US President Joe Biden will 
prevent Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky from winning. 
Iran and Qatar have a long history of spreading Islamism and funding terrorist 
groups – Qatar through bankrolling terrorist groups and blanketing a good part of 
the globe with jihadi messages from Al Jazeera; and Iran by using its IRGC militia 
and proxies -- Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, and Palestinian Islamic Jihad -- to 
take over more and more countries in the Middle East. So far, Iran had pocketed 
Syria, Lebanon, Yemen and Iraq, as well as the Gaza Strip, and now appears to 
be eyeing the West Bank and Sudan. 
Such actions jeopardize stability not only in the Middle East but even more in 
Europe. Ireland, Norway and Spain seem to be under the illusion that if they pet 
the kitty, the kitty will like them. Unfortunately, that is not always the way kitties 
work. All that cuddling up to terrorists and their promotors really achieves is to 
weaken the West's credibility in defending its values, and the way of life we 
naïvely take for granted in the West. 
ISRAEL’S TWO-FRONT CRISIS 
JOHN PODHORETZ (Commentary.org 5-6-24) 
Joe Biden did something extraordinarily beneficial at the beginning of the 
Israel-Gaza war: He moved two aircraft carriers  to the Mediterranean and parked 
them right off the shores of Lebanon. The purpose was unmistakable. America 
was telling Hezbollah to keep quiet and stay out of it while Israel went to war with 
Hamas down south. It didn’t quite work, since intermittent rocketry still led Israel to 
evacuate much of its northernmost population. But it worked well enough. 
Something happened quietly a few months ago. The carriers left. The USS Gerald 
Ford returned to Norfolk. The USS Eisenhower was redeployed to the Red Sea to 
deal with the shipping crisis. And guess what? Without American deterrence, 
Hezbollah has been emboldened, the more so as time has gone on. 
Another 70,000 Israelis have been newly evacuated from the North as 
bombardments from Lebanon have become extraordinarily savage. The town of 
Kiryat Shmoneh is on fire. A Druze village was unmercifully attacked. Israel is 
wracked with uncertainty. It cannot allow Hezbollah’s depradations to continue. It 
must respond. It must restore deterrence by raising the cost to Hezbollah of its 
actions. But it’s still got Rafah to finish. And it’s still trying to navigate the weird 
situation of the past two weeks, in which an “Israeli proposal” for a ceasefire and 
hostage release created a new sense of urgency for negotiations with Hamas—a 
proposal offered and re-offered that Hamas has, by my count, now rejected five 
different times. 
Joe Biden made this all public with his strange speech “accepting” Israel’s 
proposal to which he then doodled a conclusion on top that said “end of war end 
of war” like Annette Funicello in a beach party movie writing “Mrs Frankie Avalon” 
over and over on her chemistry notebook. For nearly two weeks now, America has 
said the ball is in Hamas’ court because the Israeli proposal is so good (while 
Biden and others say Bibi wants to keep the war going because he’s mean or 
something). Hamas has replied, in effect, “well, if it’s in our court, we’re keeping 
the ball. Drop dead.” And still the Bidenites keep on, insisting if Hamas wants a 
good future for the Palestinian people it will accept the deal. What does Hamas 
have to do to convince these supposed experts that it has no interest in a “good 
future for the Palestinian people”—that what it wants are dead Jews and a 
crippled Israel on its way to destruction? 

No matter. The tattered coat upon a stick who resides in the White House has 
grabbed onto this “proposal” like a walker and will not let go. And the fact that 
Biden and his people are doing what they can to prevent Israel from finishing its 
work has given Hezbollah the opportunity to open what appears to be a second 
front against Israel in this proxy war whose real master is in Tehran. 
This is another inadvertent result of the increasingly feckless, imprudent, and 
improvident American policy at this critical moment of the 21st century. American 
efforts have been dedicated, pretty much since December, to seeking to manage 
Israel’s behavior and tone it down. It’s all come down, basically, to: Do war less. 
Even as Israel’s tactics and war-fighting strategies improved over the months, as it 
learned how to fight this war the way all armies must learn to fight all wars as they 
are going on, America did not acknowledge the changes but continued with its “do 
war less” calls, shedding crocodile tears for Gazans whose best chance for a 
better future lay not in slowing Israel’s progress but in allowing Israel to defeat 
Hamas and win the war as quickly and overwhelmingly as possible. 
Israel froze in place three months ago as it cornered Hamas in Rafah, with its 
leadership engaging in a full existential crisis about what to do and how. How to 
save the hostages? How to keep America from turning on Israel? How to provide 
the right environment for Israel’s fighters so that they are not unnecessarily 
endangered. As our Jonathan Schanzer pointed out, the felt need to satisfy 
American concerns has resulted in more jeopardy for Israelis fighting in Gaza. 
Some of that could have been avoided had America not wagged its finger and 
yelled and interposed itself between Israel and Hamas for reasons we don’t yet 
fully understand—but which surely relate to some effort to shield Egypt and Qatar 
from revelations about their roles in keeping Hamas alive and kicking. 
And now Hezbollah, deterred at the beginning of the war by a show of American 
force, is no longer deterred. We had other things to do with those carriers, and 
such decisions should, of course, always be made in the American national 
interest. But let’s be clear here. The removal of the carriers should have been a 
sign to Israel’s leaders that they could no longer condition their decisions on 
America’s tacit approval. Alas for Israel’s leaders, and likely its people too, they 
could not envision going forward relentlessly without us. 
That was a choice; it would have been agonizing to make a different choice and 
just go forward into Rafah with Jake Sullivan throwing himself on the hood of the 
car like T.J. Hooker trying to prevent it. But there was a cost, and there is a cost. 
The Biden Administration has made things worse, not better. And Israel’s 
leadership—in failing to distance itself from an increasingly ruinous 
friendship—has failed to protect the national interest yet again, as it did when it 
failed to see Hamas coming. And now there will likely be two wars simultaneously 
where they might have been a victory in one that would have forestalled the need 
for the other—or a second conflict following the conclusion of the first that Israel 
could have fought in less desperate and parlous circumstances. Now it will have 
to do what it will have to do. 
WHY AREN’T GAZANS STARVING TO DEATH? 
ELDER OF ZIYON (EdlerofZiyon.blogspot.com 4-6-24) 
A month ago, the UN said there is a "full blown famine" in northern Gaza. AP 
described the situation: 
According to the IPC, an area is considered to be in famine when three things 
occur: 20% of households have an extreme lack of food, or essentially starving; at 
least 30% of children suffer from acute malnutrition or wasting, meaning they’re 
too thin for their height; and two adults or four children per every 10,000 people 
are dying daily of hunger and its complications. 
In northern Gaza, the first condition of extreme lack of food has been met, senior 
WFP spokesman Steve Taravella told The Associated Press. The second 
condition of child acute malnutrition is nearly met, he said. But the death rate 
could not be verified. 
.... “The bottom line is that people are practically dying from a lack of food, water 
and medicines. If we are waiting for the moment when all the facts are in hand to 
verify the final conditions to scientifically declare a famine, it would be after 
thousands of people have perished,” Taravella said. 
In January, the UN said that 378,000 Gazans were at the IPC5 stage. In March, 
they said that 677,000 Gazans were at IPC5. And they predicted that by July the 
number would be 1,107,000 people. 
Using the January numbers, we should expect - according to the IPC's own 
definitions - 75 adults or 150 children dying every day in Gaza from malnutrition. 
Using the March numbers, those statistics should be 136 adults or 272 children a 
day. According to their projections for a month from now, there should be 220 
adults or 440 children dying every day in Gaza. 
The actual number is zero.  
According to the Hamas health ministry, 28 people - all children - died of 
starvation by the end of March. Many of the children who died were given heavy 
coverage by the media.   
But since then we have not heard about a single additional death from starvation, 
when the numbers were supposed to accelerate - not from the media and not from 
the Gaza health authorities. 
If dozens or hundreds of Gazans were starving to death every day, you can be 
sure that the health ministry would be shouting this from the rooftops - which in 
fact they did when the number was 28. Al Jazeera reporters who have unusually 
excellent access to all Gaza hospitals would be taking lots of videos of emaciated, 
wasted children dying or dead in hospitals. It would be hard to hide hundreds of 
deaths a day if Gaza authorities wanted to - and they certainly don't want to. 
If no one is dying, then half of Gaza cannot be in IPC5.  
What can explain the huge disconnect? If a large percentage of children have 
measurably thin arm circumferences, why aren't we hearing about them dying? 
I'm not seeing any of the experts who wrote the IPC report in mid-March issuing 
any clarifications about their predictions. Their prediction of 1.1 million Gazans in 
IPC5 remains on their dashboard today.  
Either the raw data on family access to food and measurable factors of severely 
underweight children is being falsified, or there is a lot more food in Gaza than we 
are being led to believe.   
Either way, we are not being told the truth. And that should concern every 
consumer of news and NGO reports. Because if something that is supported by 
so many scientists and data analysts who do not have obvious biases is proven to 
be so incredibly wrong, how can anyone believe anything that they are hearing 
about Gaza? 
To add another absurdity, the AP article tried to answer the question of why there 
is so little data on people starving to death, and its answer shows the hypocrisy of 
the media: 
[Verifying the death rate from starvation] is difficult. Aid groups note that Israeli 
airstrikes and raids have devastated medical facilities in northern Gaza and 
displaced much of the population. Along with restrictions on access, they 
complicate the ability to formally collect data on deaths.   
So let's get this straight: the Hamas authorities are believed when they say exactly 
how many Gazans are killed by the war, but when it comes to deaths by starvation 
the data gathering is suddenly next to impossible? 
FREEDOM FROM GAZA 
DEBBIE GUTFREUND (Aish.com 9-6-24) 
Moran Stela Yanai spent 54 days in captivity. This is her story. 
Moran Stela Yanai was selling her own line of costume jewelry at the Nova festival 
on October 7th when Hamas began their attack at 6:29am. At first, she ignored 
the rockets and the sirens which she knew were unfortunately common in the 
south of Israel. But then they began to hear gunshots and explosions. They didn’t 
know what was happening. 
Some people were running. Some people were still dancing. No one knew where 
to go. 
As the gunshots came closer, Moran ran with others to try to find cover in a 
landscape where there was nowhere to hide. Months before, an Egyptian supplier 
had sent her a necklace with an Arabic inscription for her birthday which she had 
been wearing for months, despite her mother asking her to take it off. When she 
ran into the first group of three terrorists, she showed them her necklace and 
using the few Arabic phrases she knew, she pretended to be an Arab. 
Miraculously, they let her go and an hour later she ran into a second group of 
terrorists. 
The necklace convinced that group as well that she was an Arab and allowed her 
to keep running until she fell in a ditch and broke her leg. She texted her parents 
for the last time. At first she wrote: There has been an attack. My phone battery is 
dying. I love you. But she didn’t want her parents to think that she was saying 
goodbye, so she deleted that message and wrote instead: My phone battery is 
dying. 
Months before October 7, Moran had been working tirelessly on her 
self-development and her work as an artist. She had left her job to devote herself 
to her dream of creating her own jewelry line. When the terrorists grabbed her that 
terrifying morning and shoved her into a car headed towards Gaza, they ripped off 
her newly made necklaces, bracelets and rings, but they couldn’t take her inner 
strength that she knew she had. 
“I decided that no matter what, I was going to find a way to survive. When you are 
in the middle of such an unimaginable nightmare, you have to take life moment by 
moment, constantly asking yourself what you can do next to stay alive.” 
When the car drove into Gaza, Moran could not believe her eyes. Hundreds, if not 
thousands, of men, women and children were cheering as Hamas brought the 
hostages into the city. They tried to open the car doors to pull her out and kill her. 
But the car kept moving through the crowd until they reached the hospital. In the 
hospital, the room was filled with dozens of terrorists. A doctor approached Moran. 
He had on a white coat. He even knew Hebrew. She grabbed his arm and 
whispered. Help me. He laughed in her face. But when they eventually put a cast 
on her broken leg, she took it as a sign that they had decided not to kill her yet. 
Moran spent the next 54 days hidden in a room with no windows. There was a 
rocket launcher on the roof of the building she was hidden in, and she was 
surrounded by the sounds and tremors of constant explosions. There was very 
little to eat or drink, and they were not allowed to cry or talk above a whisper. 
There were two other women with her in the room, and they were all told that their 
families had been killed and that their homes had been destroyed. They had no 
way of knowing what was actually happening in Israel or anywhere in the world. 
But the terrorists had radio channels constantly playing as they went in and out of 
the room and every now and then, an Israeli channel would come on. 
The chorus of that song became her mantra for the remaining days: Shema 
Yisrael, He can do everything. 
At her lowest point, when she was starving and angry and not sure how to go on, 
Moran heard just the chorus of a song come on an Israeli radio station: Shema 
Yisrael, He is our God and He can do everything. When Moran heard the song, 
she took it as a sign from God that He would help her through the despair. She 
made a promise right then and there to never stop believing in Him, no matter 
what. The chorus of that song became her mantra for the remaining days: Shema 
Yisrael, He can do everything. 
After that, Moran began to see signs of hope in the smallest gifts. A half of a pita. 
A bucket of water to wash her face. A vivid memory of Friday night kiddush with 
her family that almost made her feel like she was home again. “It was amazing 
how many signs of hope I could find in a windowless, dark room when I searched 
for them.” 
When the terrorists mocked her and tried to convince her to become a Muslim, 
Moran had a phrase that she kept repeating in her mind. You don’t get to tell me 
who I am. And every morning, Moran whispered the Modeh Ani prayer – Thank 
you for the chance to wake up today. Thank you for this moment. Because, Moran 
explained, it was clearly not a given that she would have another day. And every 
night, she said thank You once again for having made it through another horrific 
day. 
When Moran found out that she was going to be released, she didn’t believe it 
until they crossed over into Israel. An officer greeted her and told her that all of her 
family (including her beloved cat and dog) were all alive and well. “For 54 days, I 

was not allowed to cry or scream. When I heard that my family was alive, I 
screamed so loudly, I can still hear the echoes of that scream in my mind to this 
day.” 
Many people asked whether the terrorists had forced the hostages to smile when 
they were released. “No one told us to smile. My smile was real. I had never 
smiled like that or cried so profusely out of gratitude in my life.” 
When I heard Moran speak, she asked to share three messages from her ordeal 
to Jews everywhere: 
1. Israel needs you. Israel needs you to speak up all over the world. Israel needs 
you to visit and show your support. Israel needs your prayers and your solidarity. 
2. Don’t ever be like them. The world wants to portray this war as a two-sided 
battle. It’s not. We were attacked by terrorists. They use their own people as 
shields. They hid in hospitals and schools and even their doctors helped the 
terrorists right in front of the hostages’ eyes. We are not like them. We are a 
people of compassion who do everything we can to protect and save lives. 
3. We are not broken. Despite everything the hostages have gone through they 
want us to know that they are not broken people. They have found endurance and 
faith and hope as they help each other and tell the world their stories. 
As we celebrate the rescue of four precious hostages after eight months of 
captivity, we pray the release of the other 120 hostages and for peace to reign in 
the region. 
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OPTICAL ‘ALLUSIONS’: AVOIDING MARIS AYIN 
RABBI CHANANYA JACOBSON (Star-k.org) 
The kohen tasked with removing funds from the treasury of the Bais Hamikdash 
needed to go to great lengths to avoid any suspicion of stealing: he could not wear 
hemmed clothing, or even tefillin, lest he hide a coin in them. He was required to 
speak the entire time so that he could not hide any coins in his mouth. When he 
exited the treasury, his hair was combed to ensure that he did not squirrel away 
any money in his curls! The Mishnah explains that these measures were 
necessary, as there is a Torah obligation to avoid suspicion: “…v’hiyisem neki’im 
meHashem u’meYisroel, … and you shall be innocent before Hashem and before 
Israel.”[1] 
Activities that give an impression of transgressing Halacha must be avoided, even 
if they are intrinsically permitted. This area of Halacha is known as maris ayin and 
chashad, the appearance of transgressing an issur.[2] Interestingly, Rav Moshe 
Feinstein, zt”l, writes that this only extends to things that are truly forbidden. 
Things which people mistakenly assume are forbidden, but are in fact permitted, 
are not included in the prohibition of maris ayin, despite the poor optics.[3] 
MISEDUCATION 
There is another, almost opposite, aspect to maris ayin. Consider this: Although 
the blood of animals and birds may not be eaten, fish blood is permitted. 
Nevertheless, a significant amount may not be consumed unless there are fish 
scales mixed into it.[4] Rashi explains that an undiscerning observer might 
otherwise mistake it for the blood of animals or birds and conclude that those 
bloods are permitted.[5] In other words, it is forbidden to give people the 
impression that something is permitted when it is truly forbidden. 
CHANGING FASHIONS 
Since maris ayin is all about the eye of the beholder, this area of Halacha is 
uniquely subject to cultural assumptions. Another case: The Torah prohibits 
shatnez, wearing clothing that is a mixture of wool and linen. The Mishnah 
prohibits mixing wool with silk as well, since silk is similar enough to linen that 
there is a concern of maris ayin.[6] Nevertheless, the Shulchan Aruch permits 
mixing silk with wool, as silk garments had become common by that point.[7] The 
poskim point out that although it is unheard of to deviate from the rulings of 
Chazal, since the reason given for this prohibition was due to maris ayin, the 
prohibition only applies for as long as that concern applies.[8] 
I CAN’T BELIEVE IT’S NUT MILK 
Plant-based milk products have gained tremendous traction over the past several 
years. Almond, rice, soy, and coconut milks are all widely available and are a first 
choice for many consumers. Can they be used freely with meat, or is doing so a 
problem of maris ayin? 
This contemporary question is actually centuries old. In the 1500s, Rav Moshe 
Isserles, the Rama wrote, “The custom is to make milk from almonds and to place 
fowl meat in it, since it [i.e., the prohibition of milk and fowl] is only Rabbinic. 
However, when serving this dish with animal meat (which carries a Torah 
prohibition when prepared with milk), almonds should be placed next to the ‘milk’ 
to avoid maris ayin.”[9] The Shach argues that there is a concern of maris ayin 
even for Rabbinic prohibitions and requires that almonds be displayed even with 
fowl meat.[10] The custom is to follow the Shach’s opinion, and to display the 
container of non-dairy milk if it is being cooked or served with any type of 
meat.[11] 
Other contemporary applications of this Halacha include margarine, coffee 
creamer, and pareve ice cream. All of these are replacements for their dairy 
equivalent and should therefore require a display of their containers when used at 
a meat meal. However, since it is well known that these items are commonly 
pareve, this is not necessary (similar to the case of silk ‘shatnez’ above.)[12] 
MCKOSHER 
In the opposite case, where the “meat” is plant-based, it is questionable whether 
the same leniency would apply. Although soy hotdogs and hamburger meat have 
been available for many years, these products have never gained the same 
popularity as plant-based milk. Additionally, contemporary varieties, such as 
Beyond Meat or Impossible Burger, go to great lengths to simulate the full 
carnivorous experience, even adding beet juice so that the meat will “bleed.” 
Therefore, it is appropriate to display the container or packaging when serving 
these items with dairy. Similarly, STAR-K restaurants which serve meat dishes 
with pareve cheese must state clearly on the menu that the cheese is pareve.   
EATING OUT FOR FUN AND PROFIT 
Another frequent question of maris ayin is patronizing non-kosher establishments. 
People who consider themselves careful about kosher shop at non-kosher 
establishments all the time. Supermarkets, big-box stores and drugstores all sell 
non-kosher products. Nevertheless, there is no concern of maris ayin since it is 
common knowledge that kosher products are also available in these 
establishments and people are careful to only buy the kosher products. For the 
same reason, one may buy and eat kosher food and drinks in cafeterias, 
coffeeshops, and food courts at airports and rest stops.[13] 
This reasoning does not extend to non-kosher restaurants. Rav Moshe Feinstein 
rules that one may not eat at a non-kosher restaurant because of maris ayin[14], 
even if there is food on the menu that is technically kosher. In fact, he writes that 
one may not even enter the restaurant, although this does not apply if one is 
painfully hungry and has no other food to eat. In such a case, one may enter the 
non-kosher restaurant and order kosher food. If he see someone who recognizes 
him, he must explain why he is there, and that he is only ordering kosher 
items.[15] This reasoning can be extended to another desperate situation: 
someone who needs a restroom and the only one available is in a non-kosher 
restaurant may go inside for that purpose.[16] 
Often, major business deals are not decided in boardrooms and offices. The 
social lubrication of food and drink help people come to terms with each other.[17] 
This creates an uncomfortable situation for people needing to do business with 
non-Jews in a non-kosher restaurant. Is it allowed or is it maris ayin? Rav Moshe 
Heinemann, shlit”a, has said that since one is meeting others in the restaurant, 
and it appears to be for business purposes, there is no maris ayin. He may not 
order non-kosher food, even if he does not eat it. Kosher food may be ordered if it 
is easily recognizable as such.[18] 
PUBLIC PERCEPTION 
The Gemara[19] asks, “What is an example of chillul Hashem? Rav said, ‘If I were 
to purchase meat on credit.’” Rashi explains that were he to delay payment for his 
purchase, it would be seen as stealing, and others would come to take the 
prohibition against stealing lightly. “Rebbi Yochanan said, ‘If I were to walk four 
amos without Torah and tefillin.’” Again, Rashi explains: although Rebbi Yochanan 
was weak and tired from the immense effort he put into his learning, if others were 
to see him relax for even a short time, they would take Torah learning that much 
less seriously. 
These great men were very cautious to avoid activities that were permissible and 
even justified. Their awareness that they could lead others to excuse and 
rationalize forbidden behavior held them back. 
Although such behavior may seem far beyond us, in truth, each one of us has a 
responsibility to uphold not only the letter of Halacha, but its seriousness as well. 
These halachos of maris ayin should serve as guides to help us shape our lives in 
a way that is mekadesh shem Shamayim. 
[1] Shekalim 3:2 and Yerushalmi ad. loc., Vayikra 32:22 
[2] There is considerable discussion among the Acharonim about the similarities 
and differences between maris ayin and chashad, andtheir technical limitations. 
See, for example, Sdei Chemed Ma’areches Mem Klal 80, Igros Moshe O.C. 4:82, 
Minchas Asher 1:65-67. For the purposes of this article, which deals with the 
practical applications, we will use the term maris ayin even for matters which may 
technically be classified as chashad. 
[3] Igros Moshe (O.C. 1:94) regarding his personal practice to be driven to shul on 
Friday after candle lighting. 
[4] Apparently, this is not a popular taste. Although oxblood, pig blood and fowl 
blood soups are common in European and Asian cooking, this author was unable 
to find any recipes containing fish blood. 
[5] Kerisos 21b, Rashi s.v. Shekonsu 
[6] Kilayim 9:2 
[7] Rosh Hilchos Kilayim, Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 298:1 
[8] Pischei Teshuva Y.D. 298:1 
[9] Y.D. 87:4. See also §5 regarding human milk. 
[10] Ad loc. §6 
[11] Many popular brands of non-dairy milk carry a “Dairy” designation on their 
kosher symbol. This may be due either to dairy additives or to being processed on 
dairy equipment. Such products should not be used with meat. It is also important 
to note according to FDA regulations products labeled as “non-dairy” may still 
contain milk derivatives, such as caseinate. 
[12] Cheishev Ha’efod 1:20, Daas Torah Y.D. 87:3 as well as many contemporary 
authorities. See also Plesi 87:8, who arrives at the same conclusion based on 
other sources. If these items are served after the meat course is cleared, as is 
usual with ice cream and coffee, there is additional reason to be lenient, as the 
casual observer cannot tell how long has passed since meat was eaten (Rav 
Moshe Heinemann, shlita). 
[13] In these circumstances one need not be concerned if cups have branding of 
non-kosher companies on them. 
[14] Additionally, an observer may mistakenly conclude that the restaurant is 
kosher. 
[15] Igros Moshe O.C. 2:40 
[16] Insights from the Institute – Kashrus Kurrents, Summer 2009. 
[17] Sanhedrin 103b 
[18] See Igros Moshe ad loc, who writes that this maris ayin does not apply in 
case of loss, and Minchas Asher 1:67, who permits a similar question assuming 
that the prevailing assumption is that the Jew’s presence is for business purposes 
only. 
[19] Yoma 86a 
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