Stereotype Formation Quotes

“We must see the world in patterns in order to make sense of it; we wouldn’t be able to
deal with the daily onslaught of people and objects if we couldn’t predict a lot about
them and feel that we know who and what they are. But this natural and useful ability to
see patterns of similarity has unfortunate consequences. It is offensive to reduce an
individual to a category, and it is also misleading.”-Deborah Tannen

“I've always felt that it is impossible to engage properly with a place or a person without
engaging with all of the stories of that place and that person. The consequence of the
single story is this: It robs people of dignity. It makes our recognition of our equal
humanity difficult. It emphasizes how we are different rather than how we are similar...
The single story creates stereotypes, and the problem with stereotypes is not that they
are untrue, but that they are incomplete. They make one story become the only story.”
-Chiamanda Adichie

Sketch, journal, chart, or concept map in the space below to respond to the question
that follows. Be prepared to share your response.

How are stereotypes formed & introduced?



