Nombre: fecha:

Concept of Culture: As we study culture of Spanish speaking countries, keep in mind there are things that we can see on
the surface (products and practices) and there are ideas that we have to investigate (perspectives). These can be shown
in a “cultural iceberg” model.

THE CULTURAL ICEBERG

Food
Flags Festivals
Fashion Holidays Music
Performances Dances Games

Arts & Crafts Literature Language

DEEP CULTURE

Communications Styles and Rules:
Facial Expressions Gestures  Eye Contact
Personal Space Touching Body Language
Conversational Patterns in Different Social Situations
Handling and Displaying of Emotion
Tone of Vioice

Notions of: Concepts of:
Courtesy and Manners Self Time Pastand Future
Frendship Leadership Fairness and Justice

Cleanliness Modesty Roles related to Age, Sex,
Beauty Class, Family, etc.

Attitudes toward:
Elders Adolescents Dependents
Rule Expectations Work Authority
Cooperation vs. Competition
Relationships with Animals Age
Sin Death

Approaches to:
Religion Courtship Marriage
Raising Children Decision-Making
Problem Solving

Think of the following items. How are these represented in your own culture or how are they thought of in the US?

1) Personal space:

2) Time:




3) Ideas of friendship:

4) Beauty & Modesty:

Think about greetings at the surface level, what do you see/hear?

Saludos Estadounidenses Saludos Espaioles

Then look at the cultural iceberg and decide what deeper significance goes into those surface rituals. Although we may
greet each other differently, the factors that influence what we see will usually be the same. They will just manifest
differently in different cultures.

Lo que influye como vemos los saludos (“perspectivas bajo el agua”)

As you look at some of these qualities in both countries, think about why certain aspects are the way they are (some
common characteristics are not arbitrary). Write your thoughts below.




