
The United States of America is a constitutional federal republic 
functioning as a representative democracy 
 
 
Constitutional The government’s power and scope are defined 

and limited in a foundational legal document. 
 

Federal Power is divided and shared between a central, 
national government and individual state 
governments. 
 

Republic The government is run by elected officials (no 
monarchs) 
 

Representative 
Democracy 

Eligible citizens elect representatives to make 
laws and govern on their behalf 
 

 


