
Directions for launching JNLP Files in
Firefox on macOS

Java Setup

1. Install the latest version of Java.
2. Open the “Java Control Panel” by navigating System Preferences > Java.
3. In the “Security” tab, make sure

a. the “Enable Java content for browser and Web Start applications”
checkbox is checked

b. you add “file:///Applications/PhET/index.html” to the Exception Site List



4. In the “Advanced” tab, under “JNLP File/MIME Association”, make sure the
“Always allow” radio button is selected.



Firefox Setup

1. Install the latest version of Firefox or update Firefox.
2. Open Firefox “Preferences”.

3. In “General”, under “Applications”, click the drop down menu for “JNLP files” and
select “Use other”.



4. If you don’t see “JNLP files”, then go here
https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulation/legacy/balloons-and-buoyancy, click the
play button on the picture of the simulation, select the “Save File” radio button,
and make sure the “Do this automatically for files like this from now on.”
checkbox is checked.

https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulation/legacy/balloons-and-buoyancy


5. In the directory, from the local Hard Drive, navigate System > Library > Core
Services > Java Web Start. Click “Open”.



6. Close Firefox “Preferences”.
7. Close Firefox.
8. Reopen Firefox “Preferences” and make sure the changes you made are still

there.

If you you perform the steps in “Java Setup” and “Firefox Setup”, then you should be
able to successfully launch JNLP files in Firefox.


