
 
2025-2026 Syllabus 

 
Amanda Evans - 6th Humanities 

Email: amanda.evans@mountainmiddleschool.org (on Maternity Leave) 
 

Catherine Marusak - 6th Humanities Long term Sub 
Email: catherine.marusak@mountainmiddleschool.org  

 
Michael Brothers - 6th Grade Math/Science 

Email: michael.brothers@mountainmiddleschool.org 
 

Kathleen Murphy- 6th Grade Teacher leader 
Email: kathleen.murphy@mountainmiddleschool.org 

 
Mike Madden-6th Grade Purpose Learning Teacher and Interventionist 

Email: mike.madden@mountainmiddleschool.org 
 

Introduction:  
Sixth grade is an important year at Mountain Middle School. This year, most of 
our students will be learning for the first time how to: 

●​ Plan, complete, and collaborate on projects. 
●​ Think innovatively. 
●​ Learn to embrace challenges and own our work. 
●​ Present, defend, and publicize our work. 
●​ Read carefully and analytically. 

We hope to instill and inspire our students to find new meaning in their learning 
and school experience, using remote resources and hybrid learning as a tool for 
greater understanding and independent learning.  

Important Dates:  

Student Led Conferences - Friday, October 10th: 

mailto:amanda.evans@mountainmiddleschool.org
mailto:Tmichael.brothers@mountainmiddleschool.org
mailto:kathleen.murphy@mountainmiddleschool.org
mailto:mike.madden@mountainmiddleschool.org


Listen to your child discuss what they have been learning and how they are doing 
with school.  
 
Weekly Schedule/Daily Schedule:LINK 

 

PURPOSE LEARNING 
Habits of Heart & Mind: 

 
In order to reach our full potential, all students and teachers need to constantly 
work towards our Habits of Heart and Mind; Effort, Respect, Integrity, and 
Refinement.  
 
As a member of this team: 
 

●​ We speak kindly and calmly to each other. 
●​ We practice simultaneous engagement through classroom protocols; 
in other words, students are challenged to be fully engaged and never 
“opt-out.” 
●​ Participation and learning requires focus--we cherish and utilize quiet 
work time. 
●​ We start on time with the Learning Target breakdown. 
●​ We utilize clear and focused learning targets. 
●​ We speak in turn and listen attentively. 
●​ We appreciate and are responsible with our technology. 
●​ We create a safe space and use protocols for collaboration and peer        
critique--we make each other's work better. 
●​ We inspire full effort from each other--we seek out challenges. 
●​ We allow for choice in our work. 
●​ We strive to keep our space clean and tidy. 
●​ We use technology appropriately 

 
If a student needs direction in order to follow these guidelines, we take the 
following steps: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hPfc_xI2n79YHMR1ns3p5GZ9rRihU5jjS9j5T5WqsWA/edit?usp=sharing


1.​ We politely call out inappropriate behavior in class and wait until the 
behavior is corrected. 

2.​ The teacher will take the student out into the hall for a conversation. 
3.​ The Teacher Leader will contact the parents about repeated problematic 

behaviors. 
4.​ Students and parents will meet with the Sixth Grade Team and Head of 

School. 

Standard Protocols and Policies: 

 
Exhibitions: 
Students are still required to dress and conduct themselves professionally and 
adhere to the deadlines for submission. Please see the school handbook for 
specific guidelines. 
 
The Middle School Workload:  
6th grade has significantly more work than 5th grade! This year, work will be 
assigned for either AT HOME or IN SCHOOL. It is the students responsibility to 
read directions, ask questions, and to turn assignments in on time. We are asking 
that students spend one hour on each class per day when working remotely. If 
you’re struggling to complete assignments within that time frame, please reach out 
to the 6th grade team and we will help support you in time management.  
 
Late Work Policy: 
Students benefit from turning in their work on time, however, we do accept late 
work based on a conversation with the teacher. We will require that students email 
their teacher about their late assignment at least 24 hours BEFORE the due date. 
Failure to notify the teacher of the late assignment may not receive full credit.  We 
will not accept late work after the project has ended.​
 
Attendance:  
Colorado School Attendance Law requires that students miss no more than 10 
school days per year, excused or unexcused. Given the current circumstances with 
online learning, students are required to have proof of their attendance on a daily 
basis, either through attending in-person meetings, attending online meetings, 
completing daily assignments, or checking in with a teacher. Failure to participate 



consistently will result in an intervention with the 6th-grade team, and then our 
administration.  
 
Infinite Campus 
It is the responsibility of both the student and parents to regularly check the 
student’s grades.  Grades will be updated frequently and are available on Infinite 
Campus.   You will receive a username and password at the beginning of the year 
that will allow you to access grades on a regular basis.  Please let Ms. Evans know 
if you lose or forget your username and password.   
 
Google Classroom: Students are responsible for turning in all assignments by the 
due date on Google Classroom. Students can invite Guardians to view their 
Google Classrooms, which means that Guardians will get weekly summary 
emails. Students are also able to turn off email notifications on Google Classroom 
if they need to. Missing assignments are displayed on Google Classroom under 
the “Your Work” tab. If you need any help navigating Google Classroom, please 
contact one of our team.  
 

6th Grade Curriculum: 

Mathematics:  

Following iReady diagnostics, students are placed in similarly-paced instructional 
groups that they will remain in for the entire year. Mountain Middle School uses 
the Open Up Resources curriculum for the majority of its mathematical 
instruction, and students will be responsible for bringing their Unit Math 
Workbooks to school every day they attend. Students are encouraged to do at least 
10 minutes of Math practice every day outside of their usual assignments - this 
takes place on IXL, Prodigy, TeachBanzai, Khan Academy and other online 
resources. Student assignments, quizzes, exams and projects will be posted on 
Google Classroom, as the exchange of paper is not conducive to a sanitized 
classroom. However, students are always asked to show their work in their 
graphing notebooks before submitting an answer.  

Science: 

https://cocloud1.infinitecampus.org/campus/mountain_middle.jsp
https://cocloud1.infinitecampus.org/campus/mountain_middle.jsp


Students can expect to complete 1-2 graded assignments per week. We will use 
Google Classroom as the primary place for all assignments.  

Unit 1:Who Digs?  

Our Earth is teaming with life! While some species thrive, others have begun 
to diminish. In this project, students will look closely at the impact of  
changing environmental conditions on the fate of various endangered 
species.  Students will demonstrate their knowledge of humans’ impact on 
the earth. Through research, Students will provide evidence of the factors 
that have caused the rise in global temperatures. Students will provide 
explanations and create possible solutions for alternative human behaviors 
which would reduce a continuation of species extinction. At our exhibition, 
students will present their research and proposed solution in the form of 
either a short documentary or a model to a mock panel of environmentalists 
and policy makers 
.  
 

Unit 2: In a Galaxy Far Far Away 

In this unit, students will learn how our solar system contains many varied 
objects held together by gravity. They will analyze solar system models that 
explain and predict eclipses, lunar phases, and seasons. Students will 
develop and use a model of the Earth-sun-moon system to describe the 
cyclic patterns of lunar phases, eclipses of the sun and moon, and seasons. 
They will also develop and use a model to describe the role of gravity in the 
motions within galaxies and the solar system. 
 

Unit 3:  Durango Rocks! 

In this unit, students dive deep into geology by examining all of the unique 
geographical features in our area. Students will understand that rock strata 
and the fossil records can be used as evidence to organize the relative 
occurrence of major historical events in Earth’s history. Students will 
analyze how energy flows and matter cycles within and among Earth’s 
systems, including the sun and Earth’s interior as primary energy sources. 
Plate tectonics is one result of these processes. They will connect what they 
know about the distribution of earth’s natural resources from Unit 1 with 
plate tectonics and how they relate to the unifying theory that explains 

https://classroom.google.com/c/NjgwMjM4NTcyMjI3


movements of rocks at Earth’s surface and geological history. Students will 
examine Water cycles among land, ocean, and atmosphere, and how they are  
propelled by sunlight and gravity.  They will explain density variations of 
sea water drive interconnected ocean currents. Students will understand that 
water movement causes weathering and erosion, changing landscape 
features. 

 

Humanities: Students can expect to complete 1-2 graded assignments per week. 
We will use Google Classroom as the primary place for all assignments.  

ELA: Students will be given carved out, dedicated time to read independently in 
class nearly every day. Students should use this time to apply concepts from 
English to the texts that they are reading on their own. Students should also use 
this time to explore genres of books that they may not have engaged with in the 
past. As a class, we will also read a number of short stories and novels that 
correlate with the topics we will be covering in Social Studies. A final major 
component of this class will be writing, and students will quickly learn that 
writing is a communal activity in which we write together, share our work and 
provide one another with constructive feedback. This year, students will produce 
writing that fits into the following categories: narrative, informational and 
argumentative. Here are the books we will be reaching this year: 

Rez Dogs by Joseph Bruchac 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix  

 

Social Studies: 

Unit 1: The First Americans and how they adapted to their environments 

Students will explore theories as to how the first people migrated to North 
America. Then, students will examine the various Native American cultural 
regions within North America as they analyze how these people interacted with 
the geographic features within their landscape. Finally, students will create a 
replica of one of the styles of homes of the Native Americans as well as adding 



modern features to it that would make it suitable and sustainable for today’s 
climate and environment. 

Unit 2: The Rise and Fall of Ancient Civilizations 

Students will study the ancient civilizations of the Maya, Aztec and Inca, focusing 
both how these societies succeeded and why they ultimately fell. Students will 
also analyze the technological contributions of these civilizations and how they 
impacted life at that time. Students will be given a choice as to how they want to 
demonstrate their understanding of the unintended consequences of technology, 
and they will have the opportunity to connect the past to the present and how we 
interact with technology today. 

Unit 3: The Columbian Exchange Cafe 

Students will study the European motives for exploration as well as the first 
interactions they had with the people already living in North America. Using 
primary sources, students will study the Transatlantic Slave Trade and its impacts 
on Western civilizations. Finally, students will analyze the impact of the 
Columbian Exchange on the world today, connecting it to modern-day 
globalization. For a final project, students will create a Columbian 
Exchange-themed cafe in which the foods and knowledge served will be 
representative of the Old and New Worlds.  

 
6th Grade Specific Supplies  

Each student will need to bring supplies. Some will be used communally 
and others will be individual.  
6th Grade Specific Supplies   
*Please label all starred items with student name* 

●​ 1 set of earbuds/headphones * 
●​ 1 Lined Paper Composition Book  
●​ 1 Graph paper Composition Book 
●​ 5 3-Prong 2-Pocket Folders 
●​ 1 pencil & supply box*  

 
Classroom supplies, no need to label with student names: 

●​ 1 box Tissue 
●​ 1 pair of school scissors 
●​ 1 Hand sanitizer 

https://www.walmart.com/ip/ONN-EARBUDS-BLACK/416099849?fulfillmentIntent=In-store&filters=%5B%7B%22intent%22%3A%22fulfillmentIntent%22%2C%22values%22%3A%5B%22In-store%22%5D%7D%5D&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pen-Gear-Composition-Book-Wide-Ruled-100-Pages-9-75-x-7-5-x-0-25/103474220?athbdg=L1200&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pen-Gear-Grid-Ruled-Poly-Composition-Notebook-7-5-x-9-75-White-80-Sheets/554658926?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=0&selectedOfferId=C3F58EF168204B17AEB9AC4269D0257B&conditionGroupCode=1&wl13=3428&gclsrc=aw.ds&adid=22222222277554658926_117755028669_12420145346&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=501107745824&wl4=pla-394283752452&wl5=9029145&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8175035&wl11=local&wl12=554658926&veh=sem_LIA&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12420145346&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIoBaWoEF2rKP89SYqKLMqqR8&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8LbYrpTEjQMVKYbuAR1kuQKvEAQYBiABEgLLRfD_BwE
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pen-Gear-3-Prong-2-Pocket-Poly-Folder-Red/471684215?classType=VARIANT&athbdg=L1102&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Sterilite-Small-Pencil-Box-Plastic-Clear/695410243?athbdg=L1102&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Great-Value-Everyday-Soft-Facial-Tissues-1-Flat-Carton-160-Tissues-per-Flat-2-Ply/883374873?classType=REGULAR&athbdg=L1200&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pen-and-Gear-5-Inch-School-Scissors-Multi-Purpose-Blue/12346967816?classType=REGULAR&athbdg=L1600&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Purell-Advanced-Hand-Sanitizer-Refreshing-Gel-8-oz-Pump-Bottle-Adult/600772547?classType=VARIANT&athbdg=L1102&adsRedirect=true


●​ 1 pack of Expo dry erase markers 
●​ 1 fine tip Sharpie (Black) 
●​ 1 regular tip Sharpie (Black)  
●​ 2 pack of paper towel rolls and 1 multi-purpose cleaner spray (only students with 

last names starting with A-J) 
●​ 1 pack Hot glue sticks (Full size/thick) and 1 box Sandwich Bags (only students 

with last names starting with K-Z) 

https://www.walmart.com/ip/Expo-Low-Odor-Dry-Erase-Markers-Chisel-Tip-Black-8-Count/282353903?classType=REGULAR&adsRedirect=true
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Sharpie-Permanent-Marker-Ultra-Fine-Point-Black-2-Count/20971221?classType=VARIANT&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Sharpie-Permanent-Markers-Fine-Point-Black-2-Count/17617453?classType=VARIANT&athbdg=L1102&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Great-Value-Everyday-Strong-Paper-Towels-Split-Sheets-2-Double-Rolls/10762707702?classType=REGULAR&athbdg=L1600&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Great-Value-Bleach-FREE-Lemon-Scented-All-Purpose-Cleaner-32-floz/2560978912?classType=REGULAR&athbdg=L1600&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/AdTech-Full-Size-4-Multi-Temp-Hot-Glue-Sticks-30-Count/17404369?athbdg=L1102&from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Ziploc-Sandwich-Bags-with-EasyGuide-100-Count/213417694?fulfillmentIntent=In-store&filters=%5B%7B%22intent%22%3A%22fulfillmentIntent%22%2C%22values%22%3A%5B%22In-store%22%5D%7D%5D&athbdg=L1100&adsRedirect=true

