
Open Letter on Arrest of UConn Students 

 
We, the undersigned faculty and faculty leaders at UConn, deplore the actions taken by the 
UConn administration to suppress nonviolent student protests on campus. The University action 
was unwarranted and disproportionate. It was inconsistent with the University's role in protecting 
free speech and civil discourse, as underscored by statements from the national AAUP (In 
Defense of the Right to Free Speech and Peaceful Protest on University Campuses) and the 
ACLU (Open Letter to College and University Presidents on Student Protest), as well as 
UConn's own Metanoia on Pathways to Productive Civic Discourse three weeks ago.  
 
Now that the arrested students have been released and called to court, we call for the university 
to immediately drop criminal charges against them, to refrain from any disciplinary actions 
against them, and to offer them the opportunity to make up any missed exams or final papers.  
 
Finally, we urge the UConn administration to guarantee and reaffirm student, staff, and faculty 
rights to free speech, peaceable assembly, and protest on pressing issues of the day.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
(letter sent at 10am, May 8; signatories as of May 21 below, affiliations for identification 
purposes only)  
 
Link to add your signature here 
 
 

César Abadía Associate Professor 
Anthropology and 
Human Rights 

Nathan Acebo Assistant Professor 
Anthropology & Native 
American Studies 

Stefanie Acevedo Assistant Professor Music 

Kari Adamsons Associate Professor HDFS 

Hind Ahmed Zaki Assistant Professor Political Science 

Emily Albee Adjunct Professor Art & Art History 

Beatriz Aldana Marquez Assistant Professor Sociology 

Lyn Alexander Adjunct Professor WGSS 

Mohamad Alkadry Professor School of Public Policy 

Mary Beth Allen Assistant Professor LCL 

Gerry Altmann Professor Psychological Sciences 

Emma Amador Assistant Professor History 

https://www.aaup.org/media-release/defense-right-free-speech-and-peaceful-protest-university-campuses
https://www.aaup.org/media-release/defense-right-free-speech-and-peaceful-protest-university-campuses
https://www.aclu.org/news/free-speech/open-letter-to-college-and-university-presidents-on-student-protests
https://today.uconn.edu/2024/04/metanoia-2024-kick-off-this-wednesday/
https://forms.gle/5Hfcr1iQFBhhcVA76


Alexander Anievas Associate Professor Political Science 

April Anson Assistant Professor English 

Mehdi Anwar Professor 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering 

Zehra F. K. Arat Professor Political Science 

Elizabeth Athens Assistant Professor Art and Art History 

Fakhreddin Azimi Professor History 

Azzedine Azzimani Visiting Assistant Professor LCL 

Michele Back Associate Professor EDCI 

Hasan Baig 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence 

Computer Science and 
Engineering 

Peter Baldwin Professor History 

Christopher Ball 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Anthropology 

Heather Battaly 
Professor & Director of 
Graduate Studies Philosophy 

Hannes Baumann Associate Professor Marine Sciences 

Zofia Baumann Associate Research Professor Marine Sciences 

Oksan Bayulgen Professor & Department Head Political Science 

Pamela Bedore Associate Professor English 

John Bell Associate Professor Dramatic Arts 

Dina Benbrahim Assistant Professor Art and Art History 

Brandon Benevento Visiting Assistant Professor English 

Terry Berthelot 
Assistant Professor In 
Residence HDFS 

Megan Berthold Professor School of Social Work 

Fred Biggs Professor English 

Phil Birge-Liberman 
Associate Professor in 
Residence 

Urban and Community 
Studies 

Lisa Blansett Professor in Residence English 

Paul Bloomfield Professor Philosophy 

Thomas Blum Professor Physics 

Monica Bock Professor 
Department of Art and 
Art History 

Thomas Bontly 

Associate Professor and 
Director of Environmental 
Studies Philosophy 



Kyle Booten Assistant Professor English 

Alexis Boylan Professor Art and Art History 

Jessica Brandt Assistant Professor 
Natural Resources and 
the Environment 

Ruth Braunstein Associate Professor Sociology 

Alaina Brenick Associate Professor 
Human Development 
and Family Sciences 

Pamela Brown Professor English 

Brenda Brueggemann 
Professor & Aetna Endowed 
Chair of Writing 

English; WGSS; 
American Studies 

Haley Bueschlen Visiting Assistant Professor Art & Art History 

Laura Bunyan 
Associate Professor in 
Residence Sociology 

Mary Burke Professor English 

Daniel Burkey Associate Professor 
Chemical & Biomolecular 
Engineering 

Elizabeth Burland Assistant Research Professor School of Public Policy 

Andrew Bush Professor 

Earth Sciences and 
Ecology & Evolutionary 
Biology 

Andrea Calabrese Professor Linguistics 

Scott Campbell Associate Professor English 

John Carney Visiting Associate Professor Philosophy 

Kelsi Carolan Assistant Professor School of Social Work 

Vicki Carstens Professor Linguistics 

Milagros Castillo-Montoya Associate Professor Educational Leadership 

Noel Cazenave Professor Sociology 

Clarissa Ceglio Associate Professor 
Digital Media and 
Design 

Andrea Celli Associate Professor LCL 

Kim Chaney Assistant Professor Psychological Science 

Jason Chang Associate Professor & Director 

Asian and Asian 
American Studies / 
History 

Brian Chapman 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence HDFS 

Chen Chen Assistant Professor Educational Leadership 

Simon Cheng Professor Sociology 



Benjamin Chilson-Parks 
Assistant Professor 
in-Residence Earth Sciences 

Julie Choffel Assistant Professor English 

Ki Chon Krenecki Professor Biomedical Engineering 

Laura Cisneros Associate Extension Professor 
Natural Resources and 
the Environment 

Ariana Codr 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence WGSS 

Dwight Codr 
Associate Professor & 
Associate Department Head English 

Spencer Cooper Assistant Professor Economics 

Deirdre Cooper Owens Associate Professor 
History & Africana 
Studies 

Edward Bryan Cooper Owens Visiting Lecturer 
Africana Studies 
Institute 

Marie Coppola Professor Psychological Sciences 

Christina Corey Visiting Assistant Professor Art & Art History 

Metin Cosgel Professor Economics 

Frank Costigliola 
Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor History 

Clare Costley King'oo 
Associate Professor and 
Department Head English Department 

Eleni Coundouriotis Professor English 

Thomas Craemer Associate Professor School of Public Policy 

Lindsay Cummings Associate Professor Dramatic Arts 

Annamaria Czismadia Associate Professor 
Human Development 
and Family Sciences 

Dave D'Alessio Associate Professor Communication 

Maha Darawsha Lecturer LCL 

Shardé Davis Associate Professor Communication 

Cornelia H. Dayton Professor History 

Renzo de la Riva Agüero Assistant Professor School of Public Policy 

Tom Deans Professor English 

Andrew Deener Professor Sociology 

Elizabeth Della Zazzera 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence History 

Darcie Dennigan 
Associate Professor in 
Residence English 



Kelly Dennis Associate Professor Digital Media & Design 

Ray DiCapua Professor Art and Art History 

Mary Donegan 
Associate Professor in 
Residence 

Urban and Community 
Studies 

Jeffrey Dudas Professor Political Science 

Alexis Dudden Professor History 

Alyssa Dunn Professor 
Curriculum and 
Instruction 

John Dunn Visiting Assistant Professor Human Rights 

Francoise Dussart Professor Anthropology/ WGSS 

Inge-Marie Eigsti Professor Psychological Sciences 

Caitlin Elsaesser Associate Professor School of Social Work 

David G. Embrick 
Associate Professor and 
Director 

Sociology and Africana 
Studies; RRCRE 
UConn Hartford 

Gary M. English Distinguished Professor Drama 

Sarita Fellows 
Associate Professor in Costume 
Design Dramatic Arts 

Rodolfo Fernandez 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence El Instituto 

Kevin Ferreira van Leer Assistant Professor 
Human Development & 
Family Sciences 

Danielle Filipiak Assistant Professor 
Curriculum and 
instruction 

Howard Fisher 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence English 

Sean Frederick Forbes 
Associate 
Professor-in-Residence English 

Harry A. Frank 
Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus Chemistry 

Jessie Fredlund 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Anthropology 

Alexandra Freidus Assistant Professor Educational Leadership 

Rachael Gabriel Professor School of Education 

Adrián García-Sierra Associate Porfessor SLHS 

Anne Gebelein 
Associate Professor in 
Residence & Associate Director El Instituto 

Seyedhamed Ghavamnia Assistant Professor School of Computing 



Debs Ghosh Associate Professor Geography 

George Gibson Professor & Department Head Physics 

Phoebe Godfrey Professor in Residence Sociology 

Daniel Goldberg 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Music 

Jane Gordon Professor Political Science/WGSS 

Lewis Gordon 
Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor 

Philosophy and Global 
Affairs 

Sandy Grande Professor 

Political Science & 
Native American and 
Indigenous Studies 

Julie Granger Professor Marine Sciences 

Sarah Gray Associate Professor Psychological Sciences 

Robin Greeley Professor Art & Art History 

Barbara Gurr Professor 

Women's, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies 
Program 

Sara Harkness Professor HDFS 

Oskar Harmon Associate Professor Economics 

Thomas Hayes Associate Professor Political Science 

Mark Healey 
Department Head and 
Associate Professor History 

Lynne Healy 
Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor Emerita Social Work 

Matt Heinly 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Psychological Sciences 

Zeinab Helal Research Associate Pathobiology 

Ashley Helton Associate Professor 
Natural Resources and 
the Environment 

Robert Henning Associate Professor Psychological Sciences 

Daniel Hershenzon Associate professor LCL 

Shareen Hertel Professor Political Science 

Karolina Heyduk 
Assistant Professor & Rosalind 
Chair EEB 

Oliver Hiob-Bansal 
Associate Professor in 
Residence English 

Sarah Hird Associate Professor 
Molecular and Cell 
Biology 



Richard Hiskes Professor Emeritus 
Political Science/Human 
Rights 

Patrick Hogan 
Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus English 

Elizabeth Holzer Associate Professor 
Sociology & Human 
Rights 

Anna Horakova Assistant Professor 
Literatures, Cultures, 
Languages 

Jacob Horn 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence English 

Andy Horowitz Associate Professor History 

Bryan Huey Professor 
Materials Science and 
Engineering 

Matthew Hughey Professor Sociology 

Gio Iacono Assistant Professor School of Social Work 

Bianca Ibarlucea Visiting Assistant Professor Art and Art History 

Mayu Inaba Assistant Professor Cell Biology, UCH 

Guillermo Irizarry Associate Professor 
Literatures, Cultures, 
and Languages 

Najnin Islam Assistant Professor English 

Liz Jacobs Assistant Professor Sociology 

Elizabeth Jockusch Professor & Associate Head 
Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology 

Briona Simone Jones Assistant Professor English 

Svetlana Kalnova 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Communication 

Brendan Kane Professor History 

Douglas Kaufman Associate Professor Curriculum & Instruction 

Na-Rae Kim 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence AAASI 

Elizabeth Kline 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence 

Molecular and Cell 
Biology 

Kathy Knapp Associate Professor English 

Raphael Koenig Assistant Professor 
Literatures, Cultures, 
and Languages 

Pablo Kokay Valente Assistant Professor Allied Health Sciences 

Ken Lachlan Professor & Department Head Communication 

Hassanaly Ladha Associate Professor LCL 



Ariel Lambe Associate Professor History 

Charles Lansing Associate Professor History 

Erica Laplante Postdoctoral Researcher Human Rights 

Emily Larned Associate Professor Art & Art History 

Maria LaRusso Assistant Professor 
Human Development 
and Family Sciences 

Sharon Lattig 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence English 

Peter Lavelle Associate Professor History 

Beth Lawrence Associate Professor 
Natural Resources and 
the Environment 

Joy Learman 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Social Work 

Fred Lee Associate Professor 

Political Science & 
Asian/Asian American 
Studies 

Regina Lester-Harriat 
Assistant Professor 
in-Residence School of Social Work 

Louise Lewis Professor EEB 

Paul Lewis Professor EEB 

Ting-an Lin Assistant Professor Philosophy 

Tracy Llanera Associate Professor Philosophy 

Allison Lombardi Professor Educational Psychology 

Thomas Long Emeritus Professor Nursing 

Jacqueline Loss Professor 
Literatures, Cultures & 
Languages 

Alvaro Lozano-Robledo Professor Mathematics 

Sergio Luzzatto Professor & Academic Chair History 

Michael Lynch 

Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor of Philosophy, 
Provost Professor of the 
Humanities Philosophy 

Stacy Maddern 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence 

Urban and Community 
Studies 

Vicki Magley Professor Psychological Sciences 

Charles Mahoney Professor English (CLAS) 

Asif Majid Assistant Professor 
Dramatic Arts & Human 
Rights 



Nelson Maldonado-Torres Professor 
Department of 
Philosophy 

Cara Manning Assistant Professor Marine Sciences 

Jennifer Manuel Associate Professor and ADR Social Work 

Florence Marsal 
Associate Professor in 
Residence LCL 

Jean Marsden Professor English 

Hana Maruyama Assistant Professor 

History & Asian 
American Studies 
Institute 

Catherine Masud 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence DMD & Human Rights 

Laura Mauldin Associate Professor HDFS & WGSS 

Tom Maulucci Adjunct Professor History 

Joshua Mayer Assistant Professor Anthropology 

Ed McAssey 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence 

Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology 

Adam McCready 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Educational Leadership 

Micki McElya Professor History 

Matthew McKenzie Professor 
History, Maritime 
Studies 

Kat Milligan-McClellan Assistant Professor 
Molecular and Cell 
Biology 

Letitia Naigles Professor Psychological Sciences 

Nancy Naples 
Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor Sociology and WGSS 

Jake Neighbors Assistant Professor Drama (Design-Tech) 

Melanie Newport Associate Professor History 

Spencer Nyholm Professor 
Molecular and Cell 
Biology 

Michael J O'Neill Associate Professor MCB 

Anne Oeldorf-Hirsch Associate Professor Communication 

Jeffrey Ogbar Professor History 

Nathanael Okpych Associate Professor Social Work 

Sherri Olson Professor History 

Elva Orozco Mendoza Assistant Professor Political Science 

Michael Orwicz Associate Professor Art and Art History 



Eleanor Ouimet Assistant Professor Anthropology 

Will Ouimet Associate Professor Earth Sciences 

Desen Ozkan Assistant Professor 

Chemical and 
Biomolecular 
Engineering 

Meg Paceley Associate Professor School of Social Work 

Jeremy Pais Associate Professor Sociology 

Melina Pappademos Associate Professor History 

Rupal Parekh Assistant Professor Social Work 

Alexandra Paxton Assistant Professor Psychological Sciences 

V. Penelope Pelizzon Professor English 

Evan Perkoski Assistant Professor Political Science 

Jon Phillips Assistant Professor School of Social Work 

Grégory Pierrot Associate Professor English 

Mars Plater Assistant Professor History 

Grace Player Associate Professor Curriculum & Instruction 

Felicia Pratto Professor Psychological Sciences 

Jeremy Pressman Professor Political Science 

Kim Price-Glynn Associate Professor Sociology 

Nairan Ramirez Esparza Associate professor Psychological Sciences 

Lillian Ransijn 
Visiting Assistant Professor in 
Residence Dramatic Arts 

John Redden Associate Professor 
Physiology and 
Neurobiology 

David Richards Associate Professor 
Human Rights / Political 
Science 

Megan Rivas Professor & Department Head Dramatic Arts 

Tlaloc Rivas 
Associate Professor in 
Residence Dramatic Arts 

Anthony Rizzie 
Associate Professor in 
Residence Mathematics 

Erin Rizzie 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Mathematics 

Macushla Robinson 

Assistant Professor in 
Residence, Director of the 
Contemporary Art Galleries Art and Art History 

Bart. P. Roccoberton, Jr. Professor Dramatic Arts 



Roc Rochon Postdoctoral Researcher Educational Leadership 

Stephen Ross Professor Economics 

Marcus Rossberg Associate Professor Philosophy 

Sharmishtha Roy Chowdhury 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence History 

Helen Rozwadowski Professor History 

Jay Rueckl Professor Psychological Sciences 

Camilo Ruiz Assistant Professor Anthropology 

Sayantan Saha Roy Assistant Professor Anthropology 

Ricardo Salazar Rey Associate Professor History 

Shawn Salvant Associate Professor 
English & Africana 
Studies 

Vida Samuel 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence 

Human Development 
and Family Sciences 

Stephany Santos 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Biomedical Engineering 

Valérie Saugera Associate Professor LCL 

Eric Schultz Professor 
Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology 

Kurt Schwenk Professor 
Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology 

Lyle Scruggs Professor Political Science 

Katerina 
Gonzalez Seligmann Associate Professor 

Literatures, Cultures, 
and Languages & El 
Instituto 

Ingrid Semaan 
Associate Professor in 
Residence Sociology 

Greg Semenza Professor English 

Bruno Seraphin Assistant Professor Anthropology 

Anji Seth Professor & Department Head Geography 

Lionel Shapiro Professor Philosophy 

Stewart Shapiro Distinguished Visiting Professor Philosophy 

Steven Sherman Adjunct Lecturer Sociology 

Nancy Shoemaker Professor History 

Mike Shor Associate Professor Economics 

Bhakti Shringarpure Associate Professor English & WGSS 



Evelyn Simien Professor & Interim Director 
Political Science & 
Africana Studies 

Keith Simmons Professor Philosophy 

David Simon Associate Professor Economics 

Brad Simpson Associate Professor History & AAASI 

Sukhmani Singh Assistant Professor School of Social Work 

Manisha Sinha 
Draper Chair in American 
History History 

Sandra Sirota 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence Human Rights 

Nicholas Smith Professor Philosophy 

Lorena Solis Assistant Professor Psychological Sciences 

Jackson Somers Assistant Professor 
Agricultural and 
Resource Economics 

Fiona Somerset Professor 
LCL, English, and 
WGSS 

Sam Sommers 
Assistant Professor 
in-Residence 

English & American 
Studies 

Matthew Sorensen 
Visiting Assistant Professor in 
Residence Dramatic Arts 

Ron Squibbs Associate Professor Music 

Raja Staggers-Hakim Assistant Professor Sociology 

Megan Staples Associate Professor 
Curriculum and 
Instruction 

Jennifer Sterling-Folker Professor Political Science 

Ian Stevenson Associate Professor Psychological Sciences 

Saran Stewart Associate Professor EDLR, Neag 

Jiyoun Suk Assistant Professor 
Communication & 
WGSS 

Charles Super Professor 
Human Development 
and Family Sciences 

Christine Sylvester Emeritus Professor Political Science 

Whitney Tabor Associate Professor Psychological Sciences 

Ryan Talbert Assistant Professor Sociology 

Jennifer Terni Department Head 
Literatures, Cultures, 
and Languages 

Carolyn Teschke Professor & Department Head 
Molecular and Cell 
Biology 



Bhoomi Thakore Assistant Professor Sociology 

William Theiss Assistant Professor History 

Xiuchun 
(Cindy) Tian 

Professor, Interim Department 
Head Animal Science 

Lynne Tirrell Professor Philosophy, CLAS 

Kathleen Tonry Associate Professor English 

Charles Towe Associate Professor 
Agricultural and 
Resource Economics 

Nu-Anh Tran Associate Professor History & AAASI 

Rebecca Troeger 
Assistant Professor in 
Residence English 

Christian Tryon Professor & Department Head Anthropology 

Mark Urban Professor & Arden Chair EEB 

Kristin Van Ness Adjunct Professor 
Human Development 
and Family Sciences 

Charles R. Venator-Santiago Professor & Director 
Puerto Rican Studies 
Initiative & El Instituto 

Fiona Vernal Associate Professor History 

Chris Vials Professor English 

Penny Vlahos Professor Marine Sciences 

Katharina von Hammerstein Professor Emerita 
Literatures, Cultures and 
Languages 

Brian Waddell Professor Political Science 

Manuela Wagner Professor 
Literatures, Cultures, 
and Languages 

James Waller Professor LCL 

Fei Wang Associate Clinical Professor Pharmacy Practice 

Friedemann Weidauer Professor LCL 

Sarah Willen Associate Professor Anthropology 

Erika Williams Associate Professor 
English & Africana 
Studies 

Sarah Williams Assistant Professor Anthropology 

Michael Willig 
Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor 

Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology 

Cristina Wilson Professor Social Work 

Richard A. Wilson Professor Law & Anthropology 

Sarah Winter Professor English 



Kristin Wold 

Assistant Professor in 
Residence/ MFA Acting 
Program, Interim Head/BFA 
Acting Program, Head Dramatic Arts 

Kaveh Yazdani Assistant Professor History 

Eiling Yee Associate Professor Psychological Sciences 

Michael Young Lecturer Art & Art History 

Sherry Zane Professor in Residence WGSS 

Peter Zarrow Professor History 

Victor Zatsepine Associate Professor History 

Ping Zhang Associate Professor 
Molecular and Cell 
Biology 

Mark Zurolo Associate Professor of Design Art & Art History 

 


