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Resources for Astronomy, Physics, and Earth Sciences 
#BlackLivesMatter 

 
This document is meant only to collect resources that already exist so that they’re all on 

the same page for those looking (i.e. not looking to curate a reading list). Please ping 
me on Twitter if you’d like to help edit this OR if someone’s already made this! 
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Strike for Black Lives Reading List 
 
“Who’s released statements” lists are not endorsement or cosigning of those letters or 
the activities of these organizations and are left to the reader to critique.  

https://twitter.com/divya_m_p
https://twitter.com/divya_m_p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPwYoCl3i-KUa-gMDVGKEjCEIm5U8icYCXKNCGRCVCE/edit
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Physics & Astronomy 

Websites 

 
●​ Particles for Justice 
●​ The National Society for Black Physicists 
●​ African American Women in Physics 
●​ AAS CMSA 
●​ RAS Diversity 
●​ Space Science in Context (ping me here for full access) 
●​ Minorities in Astrophysics: Survival Strategies 

Readings/Viewings 

 
●​ Reading lists 

○​ Strike for Black Lives Reading List 
○​ #BlackInAstro: How Can We Support Black Astronomers? from AstroBites 

●​ Research papers 
○​ Double jeopardy in astronomy and planetary science: Women of color face 

greater risks of gendered and racial harassment (Clancy et al. 2017) 
○​ Making Black Women Scientists under White Empiricism: The 

Racialization of Epistemology in Physics (Prescod-Weinstein 2020) 
○​ African Americans & Hispanics among Physics & Astronomy Faculty (Ivie 

et al. 2014) 
●​ AAS 236, Session 114: Plenary Lecture: "The Inclusion Revolution," Dara 

Norman (no captions) 
●​ Definitions and explanations of keywords, Equity & Inclusion in Physics & 

Astronomy Facebook Group 
●​ Anti-Black racism in policing: what's it got to do with physics? by Dimitri R. 

Dounas-Frazer 
 

Reports & actionables 

 
●​ #BlackInAstro: How Can We Support Black Astronomers? from AstroBites 
●​ The Time Is Now: Systemic Changes to Increase African Americans with 

Bachelor’s Degrees in Physics and Astronomy (report) - US 

https://www.particlesforjustice.org/
http://nsbp.org/
https://www.aawip.com/
https://aas.org/comms/csma
https://ras.ac.uk/about-the-ras/diversity
https://spacescienceincontext.wordpress.com/contact/
https://astrobites.org/2012/04/08/minorities-in-astrophysics-survival-strategies/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPwYoCl3i-KUa-gMDVGKEjCEIm5U8icYCXKNCGRCVCE/edit
https://astrobites.org/2020/06/03/how-can-we-support-black-astronomers/
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/2017JE005256
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/2017JE005256
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/704991
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/704991
https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/african-americans-hispanics-among-physics-astronomy-faculty-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQDzeDuCLLs&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fPueXzOK-KkDD6Gye9h4wUiAQwTwGS_VFiUa74Bes_k/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.compadre.org/per/conferences/2020/blog.cfm?PID=119995&ViewType=2&
https://astrobites.org/2020/06/03/how-can-we-support-black-astronomers/
https://www.aip.org/diversity-initiatives/team-up-task-force
https://www.aip.org/diversity-initiatives/team-up-task-force
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●​ IOP: Academic Physics Staff in UK Higher Education Institutions (2012) - UK 
●​ Dr. Jess Wade’s audits of UK physics awards: 

https://twitter.com/jesswade/status/1272854361966882821 
 

Who’s released statements? 

 
●​ American Astronomical Society - June 2 

○​ #ShutDownStem endorsement 
○​ AAS Division for Planetary Sciences (AAS DPS) - email 
○​ Laboratory Astrophysics Division - June 2 

●​ American Institute of Physics - June 3 
●​ American Physical Society - June 1 
●​ Institute of Physics  
●​ National Society of Black Physicists - June 2 
●​ The Planetary Society - June 5 
●​ SETI Institute - June 3 

 

http://www.iop.org/publications/iop/2012/file_53617.pdf
https://twitter.com/jesswade/status/1272854361966882821
https://aas.org/posts/news/2020/06/aas-president-calls-all-members-support-black-americans-now
https://aas.org/posts/news/2020/06/aas-endorses-shutdownstem-shutdownacademia-strike4blacklives
https://lad.aas.org/?fbclid=IwAR3yh-8pKAkind_Y6fJB5gqHuK9YQrTz3LgjI_lZsV4l8ch8V1AbAupehuU
https://publishing.aip.org/about/news/aip-statement-on-racism-and-protests/
https://www.aps.org/publications/apsnews/updates/racism.cfm
https://beta.iop.org/black-lives-matter-and-why-change-needed-now-iop-statement
https://www.nsbp.org/images/george-fields/Letter-Floyd.pdf
https://www.planetary.org/blogs/bill-nye/our-commitment-to-work-against-racism.html
https://seti.org/important-message-all-members-seti-institutes-community
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Earth Sciences 

Websites 

 
●​ A Call to Action for an Anti-Racist Science Community from Geoscientists of 

Color: Listen, Act, Lead 
●​ Petition: Call for a Robust Anti-Racism Plan for The Geosciences 

 

Readings 

 
●​ Reading lists 

○​ Strike for Black Lives Reading List 
○​ GeoReading for Equity - reading library, introductory to 

whiteness/diversity; resources for leading a reading group 
○​ Women from some under-represented minorities are given too few talks at 

world’s largest Earth-science conference 
○​ MS PHD'S: Inspiring Minorities in the Earth Sciences 

●​ Research papers 
○​ Race and racism in the geosciences by Kuheli Dutt 
○​ . 

●​ Why Every Environmentalist Should Be Anti-Racist by Leah Thomas 
 

Reports & actionables 

 
●​ . 

 

Who’s released statements? 

 
●​ American Meteorological Society 

○​ #ShutDownSTEM endorsement 
●​ American Geophysical Union - May 31 
●​ Geochemical Society - June 4 

○​ Town Hall Discussion: Black Lives Matter-Promoting Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion in Geochemistry - June 12 (noon PDT, 3 pm EDT, 9 pm CET) 

●​ Geological Society - June 2 - Twitter 

https://notimeforsilence.org/?fbclid=IwAR0hdf4vIhPwstxFs0XcXkPfCvpccIpye-NawqzuG4Qxl1iUbnQ6HsU2De4
https://notimeforsilence.org/?fbclid=IwAR0hdf4vIhPwstxFs0XcXkPfCvpccIpye-NawqzuG4Qxl1iUbnQ6HsU2De4
https://www.change.org/p/geoscientists-call-for-a-robust-anti-racism-plan-for-the-geosciences
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPwYoCl3i-KUa-gMDVGKEjCEIm5U8icYCXKNCGRCVCE/edit
https://www.georeadingforequity.com/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03688-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03688-w
https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2005/04/ms-phds-inspiring-minorities-earth-sciences
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41561-019-0519-z.epdf?shared_access_token=q-x0vHNjlAGa7XbvslR9JNRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0P6o78nSB17kxl2sqVpNzs_TX06_A8IbV-TOHGLZiOdXhotzJNPOVXJsv5HBipKy8Ej55jQWUwtrC-GHGu_xFHJKxzzMD4NyatAmFsUuEBYLw%3D%3D
https://www.vogue.com/article/why-every-environmentalist-should-be-anti-racist
https://www.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/ams/about-ams/ams-statements/statements-of-the-ams-in-force/special-statement-on-racism-and-inequity
https://www.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/ams/about-ams/ams-statements/statements-of-the-ams-in-force/special-statement-on-racism-and-inequity/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agu-demands-diversity-equity-and-inclusion/
https://www.geochemsoc.org/news/2020/06/04/gs-response-minneapolis-tragedy
https://www.geochemsoc.org/news/2020/06/09/gs-eag-town-hall-discussion-black-lives-matter-promoting-div
https://www.geochemsoc.org/news/2020/06/09/gs-eag-town-hall-discussion-black-lives-matter-promoting-div
https://twitter.com/geolsoc/status/1267860659024379908
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●​ GSA 
●​ Natural History Museum, London  
●​ SVP 
●​ PalAss 
●​ Paleontological Soc  
●​ SACNAS 
●​ Geolatinas 
●​ Earth Science Womens Network 
●​ Time Scavengers 
●​ Section groups within societies (e.g. GSA geobiology, AGU Biogeosciences, 

AGU EPSP) 
●​ Entomological Society of America 
●​ American Association of Geographers 
●​ Ecological Society of America Soil Ecology Section  
●​ The Micropalaeontological Society - Twitter, June 3 

 

 

https://twitter.com/geosociety/status/1267595851041406976?s=20
https://twitter.com/NHM_London/status/1267452719356416000?s=20
https://twitter.com/SVP_vertpaleo/status/1267460976338558978?s=20
https://twitter.com/ThePalAss/status/1267368283461779456?s=20
https://www.paleosoc.org/paleo-society-statement-anti-racism/
https://twitter.com/sacnas/status/1267578034162290688?s=20
https://twitter.com/GeoLatinas/status/1267203699492958208?s=20
https://eswnonline.org/statement-from-eswn/
https://timescavengers.blog/2020/06/01/black-lives-matter/
https://twitter.com/GSA_Geobio/status/1267483597788909576?s=20
https://twitter.com/AGUbiogeo/status/1267216232811360256?s=20
https://twitter.com/AGU_EPSP/status/1267143764990144513?s=20
https://twitter.com/AGU_EPSP/status/1267143764990144513?s=20
https://twitter.com/EntsocAmerica/status/1267511918836793350?s=20
http://www.aag.org/galleries/membership-files/AAG_Statement_on_Racism_and_the_Death_of_George_Floyd.pdf
https://twitter.com/ESASoilEcology/status/1267617297159593985?s=20
https://twitter.com/MicropalaeoSoc/status/1268166295985573891?s=20
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STEM/Academia (broadly) 

Websites 

 
●​ Shut Down STEM 
●​ Science for the People 
●​ Free Radicals 
●​ VanguardSTEM 
●​ Data for Black Lives 
●​ White Coats for Black Lives 
●​ Academics for Black Survival and Wellness 
●​ Academics for Black Lives 

Readings 

 
●​ What Black scientists want from colleagues and their institutions (Nature) 
●​ Strike for Black Lives Reading List 
●​ Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Resources from LTER (ecology) 
●​ Double Jeopardy? Gender Bias Against Women of Color in Science (Williams et 

al. 2014) 
●​ The People’s Science: A Call for Justice Based Ethics for the March for Science 

& Beyond 
●​ Zapatista ConScience Declaration  

○​ Zapatistas Reimagine Science as Tool of Resistance by Free Radicals 
●​ From the March for Science to an Abolitionist Science by Brian Rusert 
●​ The Renaissance of Intellectual Racism by Nicole Hemmer 
●​ Black Protest, White Backlash, and the History of Scientific Racism by 

Christopher Petrella and Justin Gomer 
●​ We Are the Scientists Against a Fascist Government by Chanda 

Prescod-Weinstein, Sarah Tuttle, and Joseph Osmundson 
●​ How #BlackInTheIvory put a spotlight on racism in academia Q&A with Shardé 

Davis and Joy Melody Woods 
●​ #BirdingWhileBlack 

○​ The joys and challenges of exploring nature while black 
○​ ‘Black Birders Week’ Promotes Diversity and Takes on Racism in the 

Outdoors - Audubon Society. 
○​ ‘Black Women Who Bird’ Take the Spotlight to Make Their Presence 

Known - Audubon Society 

https://www.shutdownstem.com/
https://scienceforthepeople.org/
https://freerads.org/
https://www.vanguardstem.com/
http://d4bl.org/
https://whitecoats4blacklives.org/
https://www.academics4blacklives.com/
https://www.academics4blacklives.com/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01883-8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPwYoCl3i-KUa-gMDVGKEjCEIm5U8icYCXKNCGRCVCE/edit
https://lternet.edu/network-organization/diversity-resources/#1591776294005-ad2f4f12-ca9f
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/271529571_Double_Jeopardy_Gender_Bias_Against_Women_of_Color_in_Science
https://decolonizeallthescience.com/2017/03/02/the-peoples-science-a-call-for-justice-based-ethics-for-the-march-for-science-beyond/
https://decolonizeallthescience.com/2017/03/02/the-peoples-science-a-call-for-justice-based-ethics-for-the-march-for-science-beyond/
https://ejfood.blogspot.com/2017/04/zapatista-conscience-declaration.html
https://freerads.org/2017/04/04/zapatistas-reimagine-science-as-tool-of-resistance/
https://www.fromthesquare.org/march-science-abolitionist-science/
https://www.usnews.com/opinion/thomas-jefferson-street/articles/2017-04-18/resurgence-of-intellectual-racists-like-raymond-wolters-in-the-trump-era
https://www.aaihs.org/black-protest-white-backlash-and-the-history-of-scientific-racism/
https://medium.com/the-establishment/we-are-the-scientists-against-a-fascist-government-d44043da274e
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01741-7
https://grist.org/fix/the-joys-and-challenges-of-exploring-nature-while-black/
https://www.audubon.org/news/black-birders-week-promotes-diversity-and-takes-racism-outdoors
https://www.audubon.org/news/black-birders-week-promotes-diversity-and-takes-racism-outdoors
https://www.audubon.org/news/black-women-who-bird-take-spotlight-make-their-presence-known
https://www.audubon.org/news/black-women-who-bird-take-spotlight-make-their-presence-known
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○​ Black Birding Is About Hope 
○​ ‘I can't even enjoy this.’ #BlackBirdersWeek organizer shares her 

struggles as a black scientist - Science Mag. 
●​ Anti-Racism Resources for STEM communities 
●​ Research papers 

○​ 15/16-Year-Old Students’ Reasons for Choosing and Not Choosing 
Physics at a Level by Jennifer DeWitt et al 

○​ Who Aspires to a Science Career? A comparison of survey responses 
from primary and secondary school students by Jennifer DeWitt & Louise 
Archer 

○​ Is Science for Us? Black Students’and Parents’ Views of Science 
andScience Careers by Louise Archer et al. 

Reports & actionables 

 
●​ Academics For Black Lives (https://www.academics4blacklives.com/): workshop 

for non-Black academics.  
○​ Day 1: https://www.academics4blacklives.com/day-1-a4bsw  

●​ Free Radicals Research Justice Worksheet for researchers 
●​ Ten Simple Rules for Building an Anti-Racist Lab by Bala Chaudhary and 

Asmeret Berhe 
●​ Tips for easing the service burden on scientists from underrepresented groups 

(Science Mag) by Neil A. Lewis, Jr., Jay J. Van Bavel , Leah H. Somerville 
●​ Racial and gender biases plague postdoc hiring by Katie Langin 
●​ White Academia: Do Better (Medium) by Jasmine Roberts 
●​ How To Make a Real Commitment to Diversity by Dr. Chanda Prescod-Weinstein 
●​ UK-specific:  

○​ Support BAME / Black Academics: Ladders4Action & BAMEWA Call for 
Action - UK 

○​ The Broken Pipeline – Barriers to Black PhD Students Accessing 
Research Council Funding - UK 

○​ Longitudinal research project studying young people's science and career 
aspirations UK (UCL/Kings College) 
 

Who’s released statements?  
STEM- or academia-wide institutions and funding bodies 
 

●​ UK Research and Innovation, June 9 

https://www.thecut.com/2020/06/interview-corina-newsome-co-organizer-of-black-birders-week.html
https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2020/06/i-cant-even-enjoy-blackbirdersweek-organizer-shares-her-struggles-black-scientist
https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2020/06/i-cant-even-enjoy-blackbirdersweek-organizer-shares-her-struggles-black-scientist
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f9L5-NiqDhEDiAmysDDXx5KBXeTAT5Z7vPfb0e3WSXM/edit#heading=h.fbpn1x31jlk5
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10763-018-9900-4.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10763-018-9900-4.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09500693.2015.1071899
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09500693.2015.1071899
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sce.21146
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/sce.21146
https://www.academics4blacklives.com/
https://www.academics4blacklives.com/day-1-a4bsw
https://freerads.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/research-justice-worksheet.pdf
https://ecoevorxiv.org/4a9p8/
https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2019/10/tips-easing-service-burden-scientists-underrepresented-groups
https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2019/06/racial-and-gender-biases-plague-postdoc-hiring
https://medium.com/the-faculty/white-academia-do-better-fa96cede1fc5
https://medium.com/@chanda/how-to-make-a-real-commitment-to-diversity-30ddb2cc4cc3
https://ladders4action.org/news-blogs-videos/news/support-bame-black-academics/#
https://ladders4action.org/news-blogs-videos/news/support-bame-black-academics/#
https://leadingroutes.org/the-broken-pipeline
https://leadingroutes.org/the-broken-pipeline
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/departments/education-practice-and-society/aspires-research
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/departments/education-practice-and-society/aspires-research
https://www.ukri.org/news/ukri-statement-on-black-lives-matter/
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