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The Science of 
Breakable Things by 

Tae Keller  

 

This is an uplifting story about friendship, family, and the complicated 
science of the heart. 
 
When Natalie’s science teacher suggests that she enter an egg drop 
competition, she thinks it could be the perfect solution to all of her 
problems. With the prize money, she can fly her botanist mother to see 
the miraculous Cobalt Blue Orchids--flowers with the resilience to 
survive against impossible odds. Her mother has been suffering from 
depression, and Natalie is positive that the flowers’ magic will inspire 
her mom to fall in love with life again. 
 
But she can’t do it alone. Her friends step up to show her that talking 
about problems is like taking a plant out of a dark cupboard and 
exposing it to the sun. With their help, Natalie begins an unforgettable 
journey to discover the science of hope, love, and miracles. 

 

Iceberg 
by Jennifer Nielson 

 

Hazel Rothbury is traveling all alone from her home in England aboard 
the celebrated ship Titanic. Following the untimely death of her father, 
Hazel’s mother is sending her to the US to work in a factory, so that she 
might send money back home to help her family make ends meet. 
 
But Hazel harbors a secret dream: She wants to be a journalist, and she 
just knows that if she can write and sell a story about the Titanic's 
maiden voyage, she could earn enough money to support her family 
and not have to go to a sweatshop. When Hazel discovers that mother 
didn’t send her with enough money for a ticket, she decides she must 
stow away onboard the storied ship. 
 
With the help of a porter named Charlie and a sweet first-class 
passenger named Sylvia, Hazel explores the opulent ship in secret, but 
a haunting mystery quickly finds her. The danger only intensifies when 
calamity strikes, and readers will be caught up in the terror and 
suspense alongside Hazel as she fights to save her friends and herself. 

  

 



 

 
Chinese Cinderella 

by Adeline Yen Mah 

 

 
Adeline's affluent, powerful family considers her bad luck after her 
mother dies giving birth to her, and life does not get any easier when 
her father remarries. Adeline and her siblings are subjected to the 
disdain of her stepmother, while her stepbrother and stepsister are 
spoiled with gifts and attention. Although Adeline wins prizes at 
school, they are not enough to compensate for what she really yearns 
for — the love and understanding of her family. Like the classic 
Cinderella story, this powerful memoir is a moving story of resilience 
and hope.  
 
Advanced Reading Recommendation 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Flipped by Wendelin 
Van Draanen 

 

The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he 
ran. That was the second grade, but not much has changed by the 
seventh. Juli says: “My Bryce. Still walking around with my first kiss.” 
He says: “It’s been six years of strategic avoidance and social 
discomfort.” But in the eighth grade everything gets turned upside 
down: just as Bryce is thinking that there’s maybe more to Juli than 
meets the eye, she’s thinking that he’s not quite all he seemed. 
  
This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in alternating chapters 
by two fresh, funny voices. 

 



 

Ashes in the Snow by 
Ruta Sepetys 

 

Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She 

paints, she draws, she gets crushes on boys. Until one night when 

Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her family from the 

comfortable life they've known. Separated from her father, forced onto 

a crowded and dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her young brother 

slowly make their way north, crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp 

in the coldest reaches of Siberia. Here they are forced, under Stalin's 

orders, to dig for beets and fight for their lives under the cruelest of 

conditions.  It is a long and harrowing journey, spanning years and 

covering 6,500 miles, but it is through incredible strength, love, and 

hope that Lina ultimately survives. Between Shades of Gray is a novel 

that will steal your breath and capture your heart. Ashes in the Snow is 

a novel that will steal your breath and capture your heart. 

 

Advanced Reading Recommendation 

  
 
 

The Time Machine 

 

When the Time Traveller courageously stepped out of his machine for 
the first time, he found himself in the year 802,700—and everything 
had changed. In this unfamiliar, utopian age creatures seemed to dwell 
together in perfect harmony. The Time Traveller thought he could 
study these marvelous beings—unearth their secret and then return to 
his own time—until he discovered that his invention, his only avenue 
of escape, had been stolen. 
 
H. G. Wells’s famous novel of one man’s astonishing journey beyond 
the conventional limits of the imagination first appeared in 1895. It 
won him immediate recognition and has been regarded ever since as 
one of the great masterpieces in the literature of science fiction. 
 
Advanced Reading Recommendation 

 

  

 



 

  

Matched by Ally 
Condie 

 

In the Society, Officials decide. Who you love. Where you work. When 
you die. 
 
Cassia has always trusted the Society’s choices. And when her best 
friend appears on the Matching screen, she is certain he’s the 
one—until she sees another face flash for an instant before the screen 
fades to black. Now she is faced with impossible choices: between 
Xander and Ky, between the only life she’s ever known and a path no 
has dared to follow . . . between perfection and the truth. 

 
 

Not If I Save You First 
by Ally Carter 

 

A heart-pounding story about a girl stranded in the middle of the 
Alaskan wilderness with the boy who wronged her... as an assassin 
moves in. 
 
Maddie thought she and Logan would be friends forever. But when 
your dad is a Secret Service agent and your best friend is the 
president's son, sometimes life has other plans. Before she knows it, 
Maddie's dad is dragging her to a cabin in the middle of the Alaskan 
wilderness.No phone.No Internet.And not a single word from 
Logan.Maddie tells herself it's okay. After all, she's the most popular 
girl for 20 miles in any direction. She has wood to cut and weapons to 
bedazzle. Her life is full.Until Logan shows up six years later . . .And 
Maddie wants to kill him. But before that can happen, an assailant 
appears out of nowhere, knocking Maddie off a cliff and dragging 
Logan to some unknown fate. Maddie knows she could turn back- and 
get help. But the weather is turning and the terrain will only get more 
treacherous, the animals more deadly. Maddie still really wants to kill 
Logan. But she has to save him first. 
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