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Abstract

History is a form of discursive narrative for the assembling of communities, and
historical understanding is the cognitive structure for how individuals and groups understand
the past as well as the intentions they have toward it. Since 1945, the Kuomintang
government had enforced a powerful history education system which made an "
China=history=our past " equation. The historical period comic books based on ancient
China presented an " imaginary China " . Until the 1990s, as political movements pushed for
democratic reforms, the monocentric control of China-centered view of history dwindled, and
the information brought by Japanese manga started to enrich the once hollow base of
historical meanings; however, the decontextualized characteristic of local Taiwanese comic
books was still visible. The historical understanding devoid of life and feelings for long only
began to exhibit a sense of embodiment until the middle of the 2000s.
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