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Introduction

This document provides on-page, content and CRO suggestions to target relevant and
important keywords in the following elements of the page:

1. Keyword addition suggestions

2. Page URL

3. Meta title and description

4. OG title and description

5. HI tag and other Headings

6. Image Alt Tags (if any)

7. Internal-linking recommendations

8. Content Enhancement suggestions (if any)

9. Design modification and optimization (if any)

*Note: We'll try to incorporate as many keywords as possible that are suggested below to
naturally and meaningfully insert them wherever required.
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How much do studios charge for explainer video animations?
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How Much Does Animation Cost in 2026? A
No-Nonsense Guide

tl;dr:

This blog covers the cost of animation going into 2026 and beyond. We delve into the various
types and styles of animation, their advantages and disadvantages, and factors that impact the
pricing tiers. Get answers to all your questions so you can make an informed decision about how
to get started making your own animated video that works for you and your business.

"So... how much does animation actually cost?"

As an animation studio with over a decade and a half of experience under our belt, this is
probably the most common (and loaded) question we hear going into 2026 and beyond.

And... we get it. Whether you’re a marketer trying to pitch an explainer video to your boss, or a
startup founder looking to add some visual flair to your product launch, you want to know what
you’re getting into with the cost of animation, financially speaking.

But asking “how much does animation cost?” is a bit like asking, “how much does a house
cost?” The answer: it really depends.

So let’s break it down in plain English: no vague ranges, no technical jargon. Just the real factors
that drive animation video costs, with examples and industry benchmarks that make sense, to
help you estimate the cost before dipping your toes in.

How Much D Animation t?
The Real Question: What Are You Paving For? The Kev Factors in Production Cost

2D Animation Production: Budget-Friendly, But Still a Spectrum
Entry-Level 2D: Starting at $2.000 per minute and up
Premium 2D: Starting at $3.000 per minute and up
Motion Graphics: When Design Meets Data
3D Animation: The Premium [.eague
So... Why Does Animation Cost So Much?

Animation Price Comparison: Freelancers vs Agencies

Freelancers

Agencies
How to Estimate Your Own Project Budget

Tips for Managing Your Animation Budget (Without Compromising Quality)

FAQs on Animation Prices

Final Thoughts: Quality Has a Price, But Going Cheap Can Still Cost You!




How Much Does Animation Cost?

As a guide, here’s our pricing tiers, and what you get for each:

Tier Artstyles Delivery Time | Prices start at

Growth e Whiteboard 2-3 weeks $1,900 for 60 seconds, $750
e Flat Character per additional 30 seconds
e Infographics
e Mixed-Media

Premium e Character 6-8 weeks $3,000 for 60 seconds, $1,000
e 25D per additional 30 seconds
e Infographics
e Simple Mixed-Media

Flick e 2.5D Character 8-12 weeks $5,000 for 60 seconds, $1,500
e 3D Infographics per additional 30 seconds

e Advanced Mixed-Media

Please note, these are still ballpark figures on the cost of animation per minute. It varies wildly
depending on what style you’re after, how long the video is, how complex the content gets, and
other factors.

But now that we’ve set some expectations on the price ranges you can expect, let’s unpack where
these numbers for modern animation pricing come from.

The Real Question: What Are You Paying For? The Key
Factors in Production Cost

Animation is a business, yes. But it's important to understand that it’s also an artform— and that’s
not just the marketing talking. Behind every minute of the animated video, is a team of creative
pros: scriptwriters, illustrators, animators, voice actors, sound designers, project managers... the
list goes on.

They not only handle the creative work, but also follow strong project risk management practices
to ensure deadlines are met, budgets stay under control, and unexpected issues don’t derail the
process.

This is true whether you’re working with an animation company or a single freelance animator.

And it’s almost always bespoke work that’s custom-made for your requirements as a client.
Think less “getting a burger from a fast food drive-thru” and more “personal expert chef crafting
up something from scratch just for your tastes (or rather, your target audience’s specific tastes).”
This is also why the video animation price varies from project to project, studio to studio.
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Here’s a quick breakdown of where your money goes:

e Pre-production: scripting, storyboarding, visual development
e Production: illustration, animation (2D/3D), voiceover recording
e Post-production: sound design, revisions, rendering, file delivery

It’s not just about clicking buttons and operating software. Animation takes time, coordination,
and skill. A one-minute 2D animated explainer video can take anywhere 2 to 8 weeks from
kickoff to final file. A 3D product demo? That can easily stretch from 8 to 3 months or more if
needed.

All of this impacts animated video pricing.

2D Animation Production: Budget-Friendly, But Still a
Spectrum

Let’s start with the most common type: 2D animation. It’s the bread and butter of explainer
videos, social media content, and educational series. And it’s where pricing gets interesting.

Entry-Level 2D: Starting at $2,000 per minute and up

This is usually what you get with freelancers, marketplaces, or budget studios in low-cost
regions. Think simple characters, limited movement, and off-the-shelf music or VO.

You’d usually get basic animation in infographic, motion graphics, whiteboard, and more simple
2D animation styles at this level. They’re more affordable while still looking pretty good for
most basic use cases. As a result, 2D animation rates are the most accessible tier to dip your toes
into. If you need low budget animation, 2D is a great place to start.

Infographics animation can come in many shapes and sizes. Here's our detailed compilation of
the best animated infographics videos to give you some idea:

https://youtu.be/VOW_SLUfNg8

Same goes with Whiteboard Animation too!
And we also have a compilation you can check out here:

https://voutu.be/EZyZXLrVgNO

They’re more affordable while still looking pretty good for most basic use cases.
Pros:

e Affordable
e Fast turnaround
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Cons:

e Cookie-cutter style
o [ess customization
e Little room for revision

Great for: MVPs, internal videos, or testing ideas on a shoestring budget.

Premium 2D: Starting at $3,000 per minute and up

Here you’re working with experienced studios that offer custom design, smooth animation,
professional voiceovers, and project management.

You’re not just paying for animation. You’re buying a team that can help you tell your brand’s
story creatively and strategically.

At this level, you’ll see the complexity and level of detail of the animation really go up. Here,
you’re talking about high-quality 2D animation, more detailed artwork like mixed media styles,
and full character design, which involve a lot more work and look amazing. Therefore, it’s not
surprising that this bumps up the video animation cost.

Check out some of the best 2D animation video examples in our compilation here:

https://youtu.be/5qaKS{f10-O0

Great for: Brand videos, explainer videos, educational content, campaigns.

Motion Graphics: When Design Meets Data

Motion graphics fall under the 2D umbrella but lean more toward typography, iconography, and
abstract design. Think infographic videos, app demos, or UI breakdowns.

Prices range from $2,000 to $5,000 per minute, depending on animation complexity and
branding requirements.

The less you rely on characters, and the more on dynamic visuals and transitions to create your
video, the more likely you’re in motion graphics territory.

Check out how motion graphics turn animated videos into visual masterpieces in this detailed
compilation video here:

https://voutu.be/OxaPbZINi24

3D Animation: The Premium League

Now let’s talk 3D.
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3D animation is a whole different beast. The moment you add a third axis, things get
exponentially more complicated — and expensive.

If you’re confused about the differences between 2D and 3D, don’t fret! Check out the difference
between 2d & 3d animation.

According to RocketBrush and other sources:

e Entry-level 3D (simplified models): starts at $5,000 per minute and up
e Mid-tier product demos or stylized art: starts at $10,000 per minute and up
e High-end CGI (cinematic): $20,000-$50,000+ per minute

Why the spike?

Because you’re not just drawing anymore. You’re modeling, texturing, rigging, lighting,
animating, rendering, and post-producing. It’s like building a small video game or Hollywood
film for every project.

Also, rendering 3D scenes takes serious computing power and time. We’re talking hours of
processing for just a few seconds of video.

Great for: Product animations, AR/VR demos, architecture walk-throughs, high-end advertising.

So... Why Does Animation Cost So Much?

$5K+ for a 1-minute video can sound steep if you’re new to the game. But consider this:

e A quality explainer video is a permanent asset. It lives on your homepage, pitches,
emails, social, investor decks...

e It's scripted and produced end-to-end by a multidisciplinary team.

It can boost conversion rates and shorten sales cycles.

e And when done right, it can be repurposed into dozens of short clips, GIFs, thumbnails,
blog visuals, and social posts.

Think of it as video content infrastructure, not just a one-time expense.

Animation Price Comparison: Freelancers vs Agencies

When considering how much animation costs, one of the biggest factors is who you hire:
freelancers or animation agencies. Both options come with their pros, cons, and price points.

Freelancers

Working with freelancers can be more affordable, especially for short or simple projects. On
average, freelance 2D animation costs range from $1,500 to $2,000 per minute, while 3D
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animation prices may start at around $5,000 per minute, depending on their experience and
specialization.

Pros:

e Lower overall animation cost
e Flexible working arrangements
e Ideal for smaller or one-off projects

Cons:

e Limited capacity (may not scale well)
Inconsistent quality or communication
e Project management is your responsibility

Agencies

Animation agencies provide end-to-end service, including scriptwriting, voiceover, design, and
project management. 2D animation cost with agencies typically starts around $1,5000 to $4,000
per minute or more, while 3D animation price can range from $6,000 to $15,000 or more per
minute for high-end production.

Pros:

o Professional, scalable teams
e High-quality output and streamlined process
e Dedicated project managers and creative directors

Cons:

e Higher animation price
e Less flexibility in pricing or scope for very small projects

Whether you choose a freelancer or an agency depends on your goals, budget, timeline, and the
complexity of your animation needs.

How to Estimate Your Own Project Budget

If you're planning your own animation project, here’s how to best ballpark it. Length and
complexity are the two biggest factors, but it’s not as simple as that:

1. Length: Shorter isn’t necessarily cheaper. A 60-second custom video still requires a lot
of the same production steps as a 90-second one.

2. Style: Flat 2D is cheaper than frame-by-frame or 3D. Whiteboard? Even more affordable.

3. Secript & Concepting: Do you already have a script? Storyboard? If not, factor in
creative development time.

4. Voiceover & Music: Pro voice actors charge $100-$500+. Custom music adds more.
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5. Revisions: The more changes you anticipate, the more buffer you need.
6. Turnaround Time: Tight deadlines cost more, sometimes double.

Tips for Managing Your Animation Budget (Without
Compromising Quality)

e Start with a clear brief. The clearer your goals, the fewer costly revisions.

e (Choose the right studio. Not the cheapest, but the most aligned with your vision and
audience.

e Consider modular storytelling. One option is to create one long master video, then slice it
into bite-size pieces.

e Ask for reuse rights. Some studios charge extra to repurpose assets, so clarify this early.

e Don’t fixate on duration. Remember that a compelling 45-second video can outperform a
boring 2-minute one.

FAQs on Animation Prices

As an animation studio with over a decade and a half of experience with B2B clients, we get
these questions a lot. Why does animation cost so much? Is 2D animation more expensive than
3D? Is CGI cheaper than animation?

The truth is, animation is a complex and varied artform, with a plethora of visual styles and
countless different ways to accomplish the same end goal. Each of those has their advantages and
disadvantages, and it helps not to think of it in terms of ‘what’s cheapest’ or ‘what’s best’
because it really depends on what you need.

So let’s dive into some of our most commonly asked questions from clients and clear up the
confusion.

Is 2D animation cheaper than 3D?
The short answer is yes, 3d animation costs more than 2D.

3D is far more complex and work-intensive, but generally worth it for its lifelike styles, fluid
animation, and flexibility. A subject once rendered in 3D can be flipped around or shown from
any angle easily, but not in 2D without prior planning.

It’s important to understand that both have their unique advantages and disadvantages, they often
serve different purposes and niches.

A good animation studio would be able to guide you through the process of deciding which one
would work best for your needs. Check out another post about the 2d vs 3d animation
differences, where we clear everything up in layman’s terms!
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Is animation more expensive than live action?

Asking “is animation cheaper than live action” is like asking whether a color printer is more
practical than a black-and-white printer. It really depends on what you need. Printing out flyers?
Color is obviously better. Need a printer for documents in your office? You don’t really need a
color printer for that.

So it boils down to what kind of video you really need for your message and your audience.

You get a lot more flexibility and creativity with animation than with live action, and you don’t
need to hire a film crew and actors and design a film set. With animation, you can depict
complex and abstract ideas using graphics, metaphors, text and colors to explain things easily,
because as they say, a picture is worth a thousand words. So imagine what moving pictures can
do!

Why does animation cost so much?

Animation isn’t expensive because of software. It’s expensive because of the people and process
behind it.

A single animated video typically involves multiple production stages:

e Pre-production: scripting, concept development, storyboarding, visual direction
e Production: illustration, character design, animation, voiceover recording
e Post-production: sound design, editing, revisions, rendering, delivery

Each minute of animation can take weeks of coordinated work across writers, designers,
animators, and project managers. Unlike template-based video tools, professional animation is
usually built from scratch to match a brand’s messaging and audience.

In short, you’re not paying for motion alone. You’re paying for strategy, storytelling, and
execution working together.

What is the typical cost range for hiring a professional
animation studio?

Professional animation studio pricing varies depending on style, complexity, and production
scope, but most projects fall within these general ranges:

Basic 2D animation: Starts at $2,000 per minute

Custom branded 2D animation: $3,000-$7,000+ per minute
Motion graphics projects: $2,000-$6,000 per minute

3D animation: $5,000-$20,000+ per minute



Studios typically provide end-to-end services, including scripting, design, animation, voiceover,
and project management. While this increases upfront cost compared to freelancers, it also
reduces production risk and ensures consistency across creative and technical execution.

For more information, check out our blog on the best motion graphi mpani

F

A 30-second animated commercial generally costs half the per-minute production rate, though
not exactly proportional.

Typical estimates:

e Entry-level 2D animation: $1,900-$1,500 per minute
e Custom marketing animation: $2,000—$4,000+ per minute
e High-end branded animation: $5,000+ per minute

Even shorter videos require most of the same foundational steps— scripting, storyboarding, asset
creation, and revisions— which is why shorter videos aren’t always dramatically cheaper.

For marketing campaigns, many brands prioritize clarity and messaging efficiency over duration,
making 30-second formats highly effective for ads and social media placements.

By the way, we actually wrote an entire blog on 30-second commercial cost.

F

For marketing-focused animation, pricing typically reflects branding requirements and
storytelling complexity.

Average ranges include:

e Basic marketing animation: $2,000—$4,000 per minute
e Custom explainer videos: $3,000-$7,000+ per minute
e Premium campaign animation: $5,000+ per minute

Marketing videos often cost more than internal videos because they require:

e Strong narrative development

e Brand-aligned visual design

e Professional voiceover and sound design
e Conversion-focused messaging

The goal is more than mere visual appeal, it’s measurable business impact.


https://www.b2w.tv/blog/motion-graphics-companies
https://www.b2w.tv/blog/30-second-commercial-cost

3D animation operates in a higher pricing tier due to technical complexity.
Typical industry benchmarks:

e Basic 3D animation: $5,000-$10,000 per minute
e Mid-tier product or explainer animation: $10,000-$20,000 per minute
e High-end cinematic 3D: $20,000-$50,000+ per minute

Costs increase because 3D production involves additional stages such as:

Modeling and texturing
Rigging and lighting
Physics simulation
High-compute rendering

While more expensive, 3D animation excels in product visualization, architectural walkthroughs,
and highly realistic demonstrations.

—

Animated social media content is usually more affordable than full explainer videos because it
relies on shorter runtimes and simpler storytelling structures.

Typical pricing ranges:

e Template-based or lightweight animation: $1,900-$3,000 per video
e Custom branded social animations: $2,000-$5,000 per video
e Campaign-level animated assets: $3,500+ depending on volume and complexity

Many brands reduce costs by creating a master animation and repurposing it into multiple social
cuts, GIFs, and short-form edits; maximizing ROI across platforms like LinkedIn, YouTube
Shorts, and Instagram.

How much does 2D animation cost in 2026?

If you’re asking us how much does 2D animation cost per minute, it typically ranges from
around $2,000 to $5,000 per minute, depending on the style, complexity, and use of Al. Basic 2D
animation with simple graphics and minimal character movement may start around $1,900 per
minute, while more polished, custom-branded animations with storytelling elements can range
from $5,000 to $10,000+ per minute or more. Freelancers often offer lower rates, while
professional animation agencies charge more for full-service production.



What is the average 3D animation price per minute?
So how much does 3D animation cost per minute? Let’s break it down.

The average 3D animation price per minute in 2025 ranges from $5,000 and up, depending on
the level of detail, motion complexity, and production quality. Basic 3D animations with minimal
modeling and simple environments may start around $5,000-$8,000 per minute, while high-end
cinematic-quality 3D animations can exceed $12,000 for animation per minute cost, especially
when created by top-tier animation studios or agencies.

What factors affect animation cost in 2026?
Several key factors influence animation cost in 2025, including:

e Animation Style — 2D animation is generally more affordable than 3D. Motion graphics,
whiteboard, and mixed media also vary in cost.

e Video Length — Longer videos require more scripting, design, and rendering time,
increasing the animation price.

e Complexity & Detailing — Custom characters, environments, advanced motion, or VFX
significantly raise production costs.

e Voiceover & Sound Design — Professional narration, sound mixing, and original music
can add to the total animation cost.

e Revisions & Turnaround Time — Tight deadlines or multiple rounds of revisions can
impact pricing.

e Production Team — Hiring freelancers is typically more cost-effective than working with
a full-service animation agency.

Each of these factors can influence both 2D animation cost and 3D animation price, depending
on your specific project needs.

Final Thoughts: Quality Has a Price, But Going Cheap Can
Still Cost You!

Animation is one of those things where you usually get what you pay for. Go too cheap, and you
might end up with:

Stiff characters

Generic templates

Poor audio quality

Unclear messaging

Endless revisions

A boring video that still cost you money

But invest smartly, and a single well-crafted video can serve you for years across channels and
campaigns.



So... how much does animation cost?

Maybe the better question is: what s it worth to your brand?

Ready to Bring Your Story to Life?

If you're thinking about creating an animated video but aren’t sure where to start, or how to fit it
into your budget: let’s talk! We’ve helped hundreds of brands find that sweet spot between
creativity and cost.

Check out our 3-tier video pricing, or book a no obligation brainstorm session. We’re happy to
walk you through the options, whether it’s 2D, 3D, or somewhere in between, and no
high-pressure sales tactics or gimmicks.

Why? Because your story deserves to be told, and told right!
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