
                                             Washington State Social Studies Learning Standards 
 
Geography: G2: Understands human interaction with the environment.  
G2.6-8.6 Analyze how the environment has affected people and how people have affected the environment in the United States in 
the past or present. 
 
Cognitive Rigor Matrix  
LINK to Video Transcript 
 

 
 

DREAM EXERCISE 

 
 

TARGETS FOR RIGOR 

DOK-1 
Recall & Reproduction: 

Recall of a fact, 
performance of a 
routine procedure 

 DOK-2 
Basic Application of 

Skills/Concepts: 
Use of information, 

two or more steps with 
decision points along 

the way 

DOK-3  
Strategic Thinking & 

Reasoning: 
Abstract, complex, or 

non-routine; often 
more than one possible 

answer 

DOK-4  
Extended Thinking: 

Non-routine manipulations, 
across disciplines/content 

areas/multiple sources 

1. 
My students still know — that a 
variable can impact an 
interconnected environment. 
 
They are still able to — create a 
claim proven through measurable 
observation that modifications 
impact # of organisms. 
  
They still find value in — creating 
awareness through constructing 
strong arguments that teach 
others to take positive action to 
protect the environment. 

Create DOK 4  
o Synthesize information 
across multiple sources 
or texts in order to 
articulate a new voice, 
alternate theme, new 
knowledge or nuanced 
perspective 
 
 Evaluate DOK 4 
o Evaluate relevancy, 
accuracy, & 
completeness of 
information using multiple 
sources 
 
Analyze DOK  4 
o Analyze multiple 
sources of evidence 
across time periods, 
themes, issues 

Prompt: What are the 
three sisters? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prompt: After video X 
Name the similarities 
and differences 
between the two 
texts.  

Prompt: 
Why do the three 
sisters work well 
together? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prompt :Why do we 
not use regenerative 
farming today?  

Prompt: Draw the 
relationship between 
the three sisters and 
how farming changes 
without this 
knowledge/practice 
Create an alternative 

solution that applies 

understanding of 

regenerative farming. 

 
Prompt: What 
conclusions can be 
drawn about farming 
today? 

Prompt:  Create a claim that 

addresses the question: 

How does the three sisters' 

knowledge/practice  impact 

farming today? 

 

 

 

 

 

Prompt:  

https://www.dryemis.com/file-share/fd2f7ef0-dec0-4a3c-a037-e927034af0be
https://www.dryemis.com/file-share/0fb0bf3e-7ae0-46b2-8604-b7c4d699e6cc


2. 
My students still know —.that 
quantifiable and qualifiable 
data is valuable and necessary 
in defending ideas. 
 
They are still able to — make a 
case using facts demonstrated 
to be true explaining how 
alterations in the environment 
influence people. 
  
They still find value in —data, 
truth, and fact over opinion. 

Apply DOK 4 
Illustrate how 
multiple themes 
(historical, 
geographic, social) 
may be interrelated 
within a text or topic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Analyze DOK 4 
Analyze multiple 
sources of evidence 
across time periods, 
themes, issues 
 

Find three resources 
that define 
collaboration/ 
partnership.  

Define what 
partnership/ 
collaboration is 
within the context of 
The Three Sisters. 
Graph their 
interactions. 

Rewrite the ending 
of The Three Sisters 
if Chief Handsome 
Lake passed on. 
What happens to 
the three sisters and 
what impact does 
that have on 
humanity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illustrate how 
multiple themes 
(historical, 
geographic, social) 
may be interrelated 
within a text or topic 
 
Students are 
exploring the 
interconnectedness 
among the 5 events 
on their timeline 
described in DOK 
column 4. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students get a timeline 
beginning with the 
military assault of the 
Iroquois and ending with 
contemporary farming 
practices.  They choose & 
analyze 3 other credible 
sources. 



3. 
My students still know —that 
making claims through 
evidential observations to show 
environmental changes and 
how it affects world inhabitants. 
 
They are still able to debate 
using evidence h]ow 
environmental changes affect 
inhabitants . 
  
They still find value in —  
observations and personal 
experiences with the changes 
in the environment. 

Evaluate DOK 4 
Evaluate relevancy, 
accuracy, & 
completeness of 
information across 
multiple sources. 
 
Create DOK 4 - 
Synthesize information 
across multiple sources 
or texts in order to 
articulate a new voice, 
alternate theme, new 
knowledge or nuanced 
perspective 

DOK 1 - Create 
Brainstorm facts, ideas, 
concepts, problems, or 
perspectives related to a 
topic, text, idea, issue, or 
concept 
 
What are the three 
sisters, and why are they 
together? 
 

DOK 2 - Create Generate 
conjectures, hypotheses , 
or predictions based on 
facts, observations, 
evidence/observations, 
or prior knowledge and 
experience  
Generate believable 
“grounds” (reasons) for 
an opinion-argument 
 
Creating a model of an 
ecosystem  

DOK 3 - Create Develop a 
complex model for a 
given situation or 
problem o Develop an 
alternative solution or 
perspective to one 
proposed  (e.g., debate) 
 
Create a argument  for 
agricultural usage that is 
or is or not beneficial 

DOK 4 - Create  
Synthesize information across 
multiple sources or texts in 
order to articulate a new voice, 
alternate theme, new 
knowledge or nuanced 
perspective 
 
explore tribal resources to 
explore indigenous way of 
agricultural to create a new 
model for global agriculture  

4. 
They still know that 
observations and experiences 
are valid data that can be used 
to convey knowledge about the 
environmental effects of each 
living thing. 
 
They are still able to —. 
Construct an argument 
supported by empirical 
evidence that changes to 
physical or biological 
components of an ecosystem 
affect populations. 
  
They still find value in —. 

Create DOK 4: 
Synthesize 
information across 
multiple 
sources or texts in 
order to articulate a 
new voice, alternate 
theme, new 
knowledge or 
nuanced perspective 
 
Analyze DOK 4: 
Gather, analyze, and 
organize information 
from multiple 
sources 

DOK 1 Identify causes or 
effects 

 
What are the three 
sisters? 
 
How does each 
sister (plant)  grow? 
 
What is each plant’s 
needs? 

DOK 2 Specify, explain, 
illustrate relationships; 
explain why 

 
How do the plants 
impact each other, 
the soil? 
 
Why is it important 
to  plant the three 
sisters together?  
 
 

DOK 3 Analyze 
interrelationships among 
concepts/ 
issues/problems in a text 

 
What is the impact 
of the three sisters 
on the tribe? And 
what is the three 
sisters’ relationship 
with tribal identity? 
 
Why did farmers 
change to one crop 
farms?  

DOK 4 Synthesize information 
across multiple sources or texts 
in order to articulate a new 
voice, alternate theme, new 
knowledge or nuanced 
perspective 

 
What is the importance of 
passing down knowledge 
across generations? What 
are the dangers of letting 
go of indigenous 
knowledge? Why is it 
dangerous to not respect 
existing knowledge? 
 
How can traditional 



farming practices give us 
ideas to reverse harm 
from industrial 
agriculture? 

5. 
My students still know —. 
 
They are still able to —. 
  
They still find value in —. 

     

6. 
My students still know —. 
 
They are still able to —. 
  
They still find value in —. 

     

7. 
My students still know —. 
 
They are still able to —. 
  
They still find value in —. 

     



8. 
My students still know —. 
 
They are still able to —. 
  
They still find value in —. 

     

9. 
My students still know —. 
 
They are still able to —. 
  
They still find value in —. 

     

10. 
My students still know —. 
 
They are still able to —. 
  
They still find value in —. 

     

 


