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Mrs. Diana Ho, Librarian, WMHS Gov. John A. Volpe Library | October 2, 2019 

General Resources 
WMHS Gov. Volpe Library | Catalog - Databases 

Boston Public Library | Catalog - Databases - Overdrive - RB Digital - 
Kanopy - Pressreader 

Wakefield Library | Catalog - Databases - Overdrive  

Hoopla - Free eBooks - has lots of travel guides(Accessible with BPL 
eCard or a public library card) 

Overdrive at other libraries (accessible with BPL ecard) 

●​  CLAMS 

●​  CW MARS 

 

http://wmhslib.org
http://wakefieldps.follettdestiny.com
http://wmhslib.org/databases
http://bpl.org
http://www.bpl.org/general/circulation/mbln.htm
https://www.bpl.org/online-resources/
http://bpl.overdrive.com
https://bostonma.rbdigital.com/
http://boston.kanopy.com/
http://ezproxy.bpl.org/login?url=http://www.pressreader.com
http://wakefieldlibrary.org
http://wakefield.noblenet.org/eg/opac/home?locg=74
https://www.wakefieldlibrary.org/databases/
https://noble.overdrive.com/
http://hoopladigital.com
https://clamsnet.overdrive.com/clamsnet-visitor/content
https://cwmars.overdrive.com/cwmars-visitor/content
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●​  Merrimack Valley Library Consortium 

●​  Minuteman Library Network 

●​  NOBLE: North of Boston Library Exchange 

●​  Old Colony Library Network 

●​  SAILS Library Network 

 

Ancestry.com : FREE if accessed while sitting in the Wakefield Public 
Library or a Boston Public Library branch 

CIA World Factbook : The CIA’s website has detailed information about 
all the countries of the world. 

Google Books : Read previews/excerpts of travel books before you buy 
or borrow from the library.  

Trip Advisor : Generic information, ratings, reviews of countries, 
hotels, restaurants, day trips, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mvlc.overdrive.com/mvlc-visitor/content?_ga=2.102099715.328280498.1570019569-f5df0578-3a74-424b-bc32-aaa92a4dc3e0
https://minuteman.overdrive.com/minuteman-visitor/content
https://noble.overdrive.com/noble-visitor/content?_ga=2.58730671.328280498.1570019569-f5df0578-3a74-424b-bc32-aaa92a4dc3e0
https://ocln.overdrive.com/ocln-visitor/content
https://sails.overdrive.com/sails-visitor/content
http://ancestry.com
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://books.google.com
https://www.tripadvisor.com/
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Literature Suggestions by Country 
Most books on this list are readily available in translation. I looked 
at the map and chose titles specific to particular regions if they 
were mentioned in the lit traveler map notes. 

Afghanistan 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Ahmad Shah Durrani - Charlie Wilson’s War (movie) - The Bookseller of 
Kabul (book) - Three Cups of Tea (book) - Earth and Ashes (book 
written by a Afghan expatriot later made into a movie) 

Argentina 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Jorge Luis Borges (Poet) - Eva “Evita” Perón (politician) - Evita 
(movie) - Época de los desaparecidos (The Dirty War) - The Oficial 
Story (movie) - Che Guevara - The Motorcycle Diaries (movie) 

Australia 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Aboriginal Austrailians - Marcus Zusak (author) - Liane Moriarty 
(author) - Graeme Simsion (author) - Saving Mr. Banks (movie) - Mad 
Max (Movie - 1979 / 2015) - Ned Kelly (outlaw) 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ACYBGNR-J0Sd_N4h15gHSJMQwgpy8D_m6w:1570061925252&q=The+Bookseller+of+Kabul&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGWTP2_UMBjGG8RBz9dKJW1FewtHpwohXf44SdMFCcQEFRJ0Y4jOThxfzk4uf0gugYHPwEdgZoGJlQ1u7MCCxMCAxDdgpDnsHBKbf6_t932ex_Jm76g_5mPNdjNjYRyyaV6MEjKakJBO4kuYxCOUJLN8qayOwYbq1VIB7dpIcePbAswqpBjLHYdhPhcAC4NxuFS2x-FY11E1z9IoXciTFcpgKJqvNIi1ZZhFLjtUiDW6gKwucwMJsJDnoFCAl0OzbJbKVjvIQHHEU8LkXKzPmUVQJOVSrSmp7O_WpCkFhJzqVtZds1BmObnbKYFOKi2HsJzbskfo5k2eSVn6LCq8pTJoQTdCaMCs08VpZMRV19DkmtHFRpjnLJXNFqKIkC40bNdu5M3EORubLrQEOBY1nLVrzlJK_hlGIoz0NS54WuK1SupZ67zqUGunr5BSb5aaWiplxpoJT6QhLa5yTKTx6ITbXACGJJ7j9bgMlqmMHNZcr2R2DfLC-YkA33dtW5dmieVEi8aXKhEKo9DrnEOtXD8OdxeoMX2xOTN57sZSiYl8Z_ZDuVAGO79-f98dflbevPvyVfmkgJ3HSZIHrH4asEkR-OeJqoFrD-NiWtTqARgMr6_i9_3jjWEfSBhuHYHtVx9O9_bBx-fH6ksweBYU58lZ4k9JrTI1Av2zgKMgy58Q9RSABwljAS6mSazeBfvDG2PcFcarD3XZfRf8Xz66bdy6-Pntfe8Q9FaFO1d3rhwo1sbG63unfytbb3s3z2kwut9CcHk9a3_sowl6wf4ARln7Pc4DAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiDwdG66P7kAhXBp1kKHbu_BgEQ-BYIRTAW&sxsrf=ACYBGNR-J0Sd_N4h15gHSJMQwgpy8D_m6w:1570061925252&biw=1185&bih=729#
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ACYBGNR-J0Sd_N4h15gHSJMQwgpy8D_m6w:1570061925252&q=The+Bookseller+of+Kabul&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGWTP2_UMBjGG8RBz9dKJW1FewtHpwohXf44SdMFCcQEFRJ0Y4jOThxfzk4uf0gugYHPwEdgZoGJlQ1u7MCCxMCAxDdgpDnsHBKbf6_t932ex_Jm76g_5mPNdjNjYRyyaV6MEjKakJBO4kuYxCOUJLN8qayOwYbq1VIB7dpIcePbAswqpBjLHYdhPhcAC4NxuFS2x-FY11E1z9IoXciTFcpgKJqvNIi1ZZhFLjtUiDW6gKwucwMJsJDnoFCAl0OzbJbKVjvIQHHEU8LkXKzPmUVQJOVSrSmp7O_WpCkFhJzqVtZds1BmObnbKYFOKi2HsJzbskfo5k2eSVn6LCq8pTJoQTdCaMCs08VpZMRV19DkmtHFRpjnLJXNFqKIkC40bNdu5M3EORubLrQEOBY1nLVrzlJK_hlGIoz0NS54WuK1SupZ67zqUGunr5BSb5aaWiplxpoJT6QhLa5yTKTx6ITbXACGJJ7j9bgMlqmMHNZcr2R2DfLC-YkA33dtW5dmieVEi8aXKhEKo9DrnEOtXD8OdxeoMX2xOTN57sZSiYl8Z_ZDuVAGO79-f98dflbevPvyVfmkgJ3HSZIHrH4asEkR-OeJqoFrD-NiWtTqARgMr6_i9_3jjWEfSBhuHYHtVx9O9_bBx-fH6ksweBYU58lZ4k9JrTI1Av2zgKMgy58Q9RSABwljAS6mSazeBfvDG2PcFcarD3XZfRf8Xz66bdy6-Pntfe8Q9FaFO1d3rhwo1sbG63unfytbb3s3z2kwut9CcHk9a3_sowl6wf4ARln7Pc4DAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiDwdG66P7kAhXBp1kKHbu_BgEQ-BYIRTAW&sxsrf=ACYBGNR-J0Sd_N4h15gHSJMQwgpy8D_m6w:1570061925252&biw=1185&bih=729#
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ACYBGNR-J0Sd_N4h15gHSJMQwgpy8D_m6w:1570061925252&q=Three+Cups+of+Tea&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGWTP2_TQBjGa0SgvbRS61KpzULoVCGk-M_ZjrswVGxUSJCNwcqdfb44d_53xo4NA5-Bj8DMAhMrG2TswILEwIDEN2CkCT4Hic2_99573-d5rNvunYIRH2km1ZqSGidsJophQoZTEtJpfA3TeIiSZC6Wys6qDzZUr5bK-o6R4ca3WzCrkGIsTxyGedoCLAzG4VLZG4UjXUdVmmdRtpCdFcph2A633dxYtN-WYRZCTqgQa_QW8roUBmrBQp6DwhY8Ac2yWSq7q0UGiiOeESb3Yj1lFkGRlLv2K-e7NWnKFkJOdSvvrlkotxzhdkqgk0nLISxTW84IXdGIXMrS51HhLZX-CnQjhAbMO12cRkZcdQNNrhldbIR5zlLZXkEUEdKFhu3ajbx522dj04VWC45FDWfjmrOMkn-WkQgjfYMLnpV4o5J61iavOtRW29dIqTfPTC2TMmPNhGNpSIsrgYk0Ho25zVvAkMQp3qzLYZnJyGHN9Upm1yAvTMct-L5r27o0SywnWjS-VIlQGIVe5xxq5ebncHeBGtNvD-cmF24slZjId-Y_lCulv__r9_fDwWflzbsvX5VPCth_nCQiYPXTgE2LwJ8kqgZuPYqLWVGrx6A_uL2O3_fPtgY7QMJg9xTsvfpwfucIfHx-pr4E_WdBMUkuE39GapWpEdi5DDgKcvGEqOcAXCSMBbiYJbH6ABwNDka4K4zWD-p6-iH4v3x6z7h79fPb-94J6K0L92_u3zhWrK2t1w_P_1Z23_YOJjQPguHFi1SsXuskmP4BNiVSJskDAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiDwdG66P7kAhXBp1kKHbu_BgEQ-BYIXTAe&sxsrf=ACYBGNR-J0Sd_N4h15gHSJMQwgpy8D_m6w:1570061925252
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/902332.Earth_and_Ashes?from_search=true
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/jorge-luis-borges
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0116250/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089276/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089276/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/people/reference/aboriginal-australians/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0940585/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1392190/
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Bangladesh 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Brick Lane (book|movie) - Partition of India - Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

China 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Life and Death in Shanghai (book by Nien Cheng) - Hong Kong Riots - 
Nanking - Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (book/movie) - Ip Man (awesome 
movie series based on the life of the man who trained Bruce Lee) - 
Hollywood and China (censorship issues) 

Shanghai 

Life and Death in Shanghai (book by Nien Cheng) 

The Czech Republic 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

The Unbearable Lightness of Being (book) - Prague - Astronomical Clock 
-  

 

 

 

https://www.cnn.com/style/article/china-film-industry-movies-pulled-intl-hnk/index.html
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Egypt 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 
The Map of Love (book, by Soueif) - Akhenaten, Dweller in Truth 
(novel by Naguib Mahfouz) - Cleopatra - King Tut - Library of 
Alexandria 

England 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Shakespeare - Victoria (PBS Show) - Brick Lane (Book/Movie - about a 
Bangladeshi woman living in Brick Lane, a part of London) - Pride and 
Prejudice - Fever Pitch (book) - Sorry!: The English and Their Manners 
(book) - Zadie Smith (author) - Warsan Shire (poet, made famous by 
Beyonce’s “Lemonade”) - Bedlam - British Library - Samuel Pepys 

Finland 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Books set in Finland - Marimekko (designer) - Moomins (Folklore) - 
Heavy Metal Bands (e.g. HIM) - Northern Lights - Sami People - Cloud 
Berries / Karelian Pie (cultural foods) 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18723.Brick_Lane?from_search=true
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0940585/
https://www.goodreads.com/topic/show/647558-finland
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France 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Camus - Dumas - Proust - Simone de Beauvoir - City of Lost Children 
(movie) - Amelie (movie) - Au Revoir Les Enfants (movie) - The 
Nightingale (book) - Les Miserables (movie/book/play) - Anthony 
Bourdain books -  

Germany 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Angela Merkle - Dietrich Bonhoeffer - Goodbye, Lenin (movie HIGHLY 
recommended) - Leni Riefenstahl movies (particularly Triumph of the 
Will) - Karl Marx (author of the Communist Manifesto) -  

Munich (“Munchen”) Autobahnen - Oktoberfest - Beer Hall Putsch - 
Robert Harris Munich - Mario Puzo (author of the Godfather) Six Graves 
to Munich (book) - Sophie Scholl (movie) / The White Rose (book by Kip 
Wilson) - 
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Iceland 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Volcanic Hot Springs - Faroe Islands - Leif Eriksson - Erik 
Thorvaldson, or Erik the Red - 

Ireland 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Angela’s Ashes (book) - Oscar Wilde (author) - “A Modest Proposal” by 
Jonathan Swift (author of Gulliver’s Travels, a satire about the 
famine) - U2 (band) - The Cranberries (band) - Thin Lizzy (band) - The 
Easter Rising - Kilmanhaim Gaol - The Wind That Shakes the Barley 
(movie) - PS I Love You (book/movie) - The Crying Game (movie) - 
Dubliners by James Joyce - Tana French (author) - Colm Tóibín (author) 
- Brooklyn (book/movie) 

Italy 
- - - - X 
Umberto Eco (author) - Dante Alighieri (author) - The Borgia Family - 
Machiavelli - Life is Beautiful (movie) - Fellini (director of La 
Dolce Vita) - Cinema Paradiso (movie) - The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
(movie, an “Italian Spaghetti Film”) - Alessandro Manzoni (author) 

Sicily 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1080/1080-h/1080-h.htm
http://kilmainhamgaolmuseum.ie/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/the-crying-game
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Cinema Paradiso (movie) - The Godfather (movies) - Garibaldi - The 
Leopard (movie) - The Shape of Water (book - Andrea Camilleri) - The 
Silent Duchess (book by Dacia Maraini) 

Japan 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Haruki Murakami (MAJOR internationally acclaimed author) - Memoirs of 
a Geisha (book / movie) - Yokio Mishima (author)  

Mexico 
- - - - X 
Volver (movie) - Elena Poniatowska (author) - Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
(VERY important author) - Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz 
(author/musician/philosopher/nun) - Daniel Sada (poet) - Like Water 
For Chocolate (book/movie) - The Story of my Teeth (book) - Frida 
Kahlo (painter) - Diego Rivera (painter) - Lucha Libre (masked 
wrestling) 

The Netherlands 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Anne Frank - Girl with a Pearl Earring (book and artwork) - Vermeer - 
Van Gogh - Canals - The Fault in our Stars (book by John Green) - 
Rembrandt - Erasmus - Van Halen 
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Norway 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Lillehammer Olympics - Lillehammer (Netflix Series - funny about 
Mafioso in Witness Protection - lots of cultural points of interest) - 
Knut Hamson (author noted for Hunger) - The Snowman (book) 

Poland 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Ida (movie) - Oscar Schindler / Schindler’s List (movie) - The Pianist 
(book and movie - both highly recommended nonfiction) -  

Russia 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Anton Chekhov - Enemy at the Gates (movie starring Jude Law about 
famous Russian sniper/WWII) - Dr. Zhivago (book/movie) - Anna Karenina 
(book/movie)- Chernobyl (HBO series) - Rasputin  

Spain 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider:  
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The Sun Also Rises (book, Hemingway) - La Casa de Bernarda Alba (play 
by Federico García Lorca) - Pan’s Labyrinth (movie) - El Mar Adentro 
(“The Sea Inside” movie) - Bullfighting - Gaudi (architect) - Moors - 
1498 CE - Picasso - Real Madrid   

Sweden 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

IKEA - Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Steig Larson (book series and 
movies) - The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and 
Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson (book/movie) - Vikings - Gustav Vasa - 
Lucia Festival 

Switzerland 
- - - - X 
Topics / Book Titles / Authors to Consider: 

Basel - Altstadt - Bern - Lindt Chocolate - Swiss Army Knife - Rolex - 
Heidi by Johanna Spyri - Steppenwolf by Hermann Hesse - The Swiss 
Family Robinson by Johann David Wyss - Le Corbusier (architect) - Anna 
Göldi (last person to executed for witchcraft in Switzerland) - Louis 
Chevrolet - Albert Einstein 

 

 

 
 

 


	LIT TRAVELER 
	General Resources 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Literature Suggestions by Country 
	Afghanistan 
	Argentina 
	Australia 
	Bangladesh 
	China 
	The Czech Republic 
	Egypt 
	England 
	Finland 
	 
	 
	France 
	Germany 
	Iceland 
	Ireland 
	Italy 
	Japan 
	Mexico 
	The Netherlands 
	Norway 
	Poland 
	Russia 
	Spain 
	Sweden 
	Switzerland 

