
I’m writing this letter to highlight the very problematic and unfair 

tradition in the media of neglecting to credit illustrators and visual 

artists when celebrating children’s books. Children’s books are a vital 

part of our culture, helping to shape the people who will be the 

readers and thinkers of the future. Illustrated books for people of all 

ages would not exist without the illustrators who spend an enormous 

amount of their time and hard work lovingly bringing them to life. Yet 

time after time illustrators are uncredited and thereby essentially 

erased from the story. 

  

There’s a big part of me that struggles to come to terms with the fact 

that I even have to write this. Imagine having to ask people simply to 

mention your name when they use your work for their content. Yet 

here we are.   

  

  

On Saturday, October 31st, BBC breakfast aired a segment with 

Lenny Henry on his upcoming children’s book, where he talked about 

the importance of diversity in children’s books. A significant part of 

this segment featured the artwork from a book that I had not only 

illustrated but also co-created. Yet each time the book was mentioned 

by Lenny Henry and the anchor, it was referred to as “Nathan Bryon’s 

book”. 

  

This isn’t the first time the BBC have featured a book by Nathan and 

me on one of their platforms and neglected to credit me: the first time 



being inAugust, when the same book won the Waterstones Children’s 

Prize 2020.  

The BBC published an article with the headline “Benidorm star’s 

joyful story wins children’s book prize”, as though Nathan won the 

award for an illustrated book category all by himself. To be very clear, 

Nathan consistently and fully supports and promotes the illustrator in 

this partnership, as do so many of the authors who work with artists in 

the children’s publishing industry, none of this is on him. The book in 

question is a picture book which is predominantly made up of pictures 

(unsurprisingly) without which it’d be far less engaging – in fact it’s a 

reading experience where the words and pictures work together to tell 

the story: both are integral. 

  

I’ve been in the children’s publishing industry for two years and it’s 

become very apparent to me that there is a major problem when it 

comes to how illustrators and visual artists are valued by the media. 

It’s really not on. The financial compensation for illustrators in all 

fields can be very modest; and then to suffer this erasure on top of that 

simply isn’t acceptable. We become invisible when the media use our 

artwork for content or spotlight the success of our books and art with 

no mention of our names.  

  

Whether we’re just starting out in the industry or we’ve achieved 

mega fame and success it’s the same: in August, the top five Sunday 

Times best-selling books were all illustrated books (see attached 

picture below) by industry veterans Tony Ross and Axel Scheffler as 



well as newbies like myself, yet the only names on display were the 

authors’ names. 

 

 

 

This constant erasure affects careers. It prevents artists from achieving 

much-needed visibility, making it significantly harder for people who 

like their work to find the source of it to buy or commission more.  

  

 



Lack of credit makes it really difficult for businesses to track the 

success of the artist’s work in the industry.  

A few years ago, illustrator Sarah McIntyre flagged this point in her 

ongoing “Pictures Mean Business” campaign which revealed that 

illustrators are not only being omitted from credits when our work is 

being shared, but we’re also being left off book databases. This puts a 

major limitation on the ways the success and sales of our books can 

be tracked. 

  

Another key point is that if illustrators aren’t credited then it makes it 

extremely hard for talented people to consider a career in children’s 

illustration – how will they know one exists, let alone that it’s a 

culturally valued choice?  

I’m a self-taught illustrator on account of not being able to afford an 

education in the arts. It’s taken me the best part of a decade to make it 

to the beginning of a career in an industry where it can take as long as 

a decade to start earning enough to live comfortably. I’m also a 

minority in the industry – I’m a Black British illustrator, one of about 

ten among hundreds of artists. It’s rare these days for someone from 

my background to be successful in this industry and omissions like 

this present another unnecessary barrier for us to have to overcome 

just to be able to thrive and benefit from the success of our own work. 

We talk about the vital importance of diversity in the content we 

create, particularly for children, but then we leave in place barriers to 

achieving that diversity . . . 

  



Crediting an illustrator benefits everyone in the long run, but not 

doing so can be the difference between someone being able to find 

more work or not. Furthermore this kind of erasure can affect the 

mental health of beginner and veteran alike. There’s a misconception 

that illustrators and artists do what we do simply for “the love” of it, 

and while the majority of us love what we do, we also have bills to 

pay like every other professional… bills that require money. Love 

isn’t legal tender unfortunately.  

  

Children’s books are fundamental to our culture. Sadly they don’t get 

nearly enough recognition in the media (that’s one for another time!), 

but when they do – and where an illustrator is involved – it’s so 

important that both the contributors are properly credited. 

  

So we are asking the BBC, and the media more broadly, to ensure that 

illustrators are given equal acknowledgment wherever illustrated 

books are being recognised. This really isn’t asking much and doesn’t 

cost anything, but the benefits are immeasurable to the artist and go a 

long way to helping them continue to create the very work that is 

being celebrated.  

  

Yours sincerely  

Illustrators, visual artists and authors everywhere 
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