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Introduction to the Committee:

The First Committee (GA1), established in 1946, handles issues related to disarmament, global
challenges, and threats to peace that affect the international community and seeks out solutions to the
challenges in the international security regime.

Introduction to the issue:

The Ukraine-Russia conflict, which began with Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022, remains one
of the most significant global crises of the 21st century. As of late 2024, the situation on the ground
remains fluid, with neither side achieving a decisive victory. Ukraine, bolstered by advanced Western
military support, has made territorial gains. These include the use of long-range precision systems such
as the U.S.-supplied ATACMS, which have targeted critical Russian logistics and infrastructure. Despite
these advancements, Ukraine continues to face challenges in its counteroffensive due to entrenched
Russian defenses and extensive minefields.

Russia has escalated its military actions by intensifying missile and drone strikes against Ukraine's
energy and civilian infrastructure. These attacks have caused widespread destruction, displacement, and
civilian casualties. The Kremlin continues to frame its actions as defensive, claiming to protect ethnic
Russians and prevent NATO encroachment while facing mounting international condemnation.

Diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict have seen limited success. While leaders such as Germany’s
Olaf Scholz have sought to mediate, entrenched positions on both sides hinder meaningful negotiations.
Globally, the war has exacerbated economic instability, with energy prices surging due to disruptions in
Russian gas supplies to Europe and food insecurity rising in vulnerable regions as a result of blockades
on Ukrainian grain exports.

The conflict has also strained global security, highlighting vulnerabilities in international norms and
alliances. Countries such as North Korea have reportedly sent personnel to support Russia, while NATO
allies have deepened their military and political commitments to Ukraine, further polarizing global
geopolitics.

Key Terms and Abbreviations
Key Terms

1. Sovereignty:
The authority of a state to govern itself without external interference, a principle central to
international law and heavily contested in this conflict.



10.

Territorial Integrity:

The concept that a nation’s borders should not be violated by another state. Russia’s actions
in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine challenge this principle.

Annexation:

The forcible acquisition of territory by one state at the expense of another. Russia’s
annexation of Crimea in 2014 is a notable example.

Hybrid Warfare:

A blend of conventional warfare, cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns, and economic
pressure is used to achieve political or military objectives. Russia’s tactics in Ukraine
prominently feature hybrid warfare.

Sanctions:

Penalties imposed by countries or international organizations to influence another state’s
behaviour. The EU, U.S., and others have implemented sanctions targeting Russia’s
economy, energy, and leadership.

Frozen Conflict:

A situation where active fighting ceases but no peace agreement is reached, leaving tensions
unresolved. The Donbas region was in a frozen conflict state before the 2022 escalation.
Peacekeeping:

Actions taken by international organizations, such as the UN, to maintain or restore peace in
conflict areas. While not directly involved, peacekeeping is often discussed as a solution.
Ceasefire Agreement

A critical component of de-escalation efforts involves the cessation of hostilities as a first step
towards negotiations.

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)

A potential solution for reducing direct conflict in contentious areas involves withdrawing
military forces from certain regions.

Humanitarian Corridors

Safe passages established during the conflict to evacuate civilians and deliver aid are
essential for building trust in de-escalation talks.

Abbreviations

1.

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization):

A military alliance of 31 countries formed to ensure collective defense. NATO has been a key
supporter of Ukraine’s defense strategy.

EU (European Union):

A political and economic union of European nations. The EU has provided financial and
humanitarian support to Ukraine and imposed sanctions on Russia.

UN (United Nations):

An international organization aiming to promote peace and security. The UN has passed
resolutions condemning Russia’s actions but is limited by veto power in the Security Council.
OSCE (Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe):

A regional security organization that monitors the situation in Ukraine, including ceasefire
violations and human rights abuses.

ICJ (International Court of Justice):

The principal judicial organ of the United Nations, which has addressed cases involving
Ukraine and Russia.

ATACMS (Army Tactical Missile System):

A U.S.-made long-range precision missile system supplied to Ukraine to target Russian
logistics and infrastructure.



7. LPR/DPR (Luhansk People’s Republic / Donetsk People’s Republic):
Two self-declared, Russian-backed separatist regions in Eastern Ukraine.

8. Minsk Accords:
A series of agreements aimed at de-escalating the Donbas conflict. They were never fully
implemented and are often cited as failed peace efforts.

9. SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication):
A global payment system from which Russia was partially excluded as part of international
sanctions.

10. DDR - Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration
A framework often used in post-conflict scenarios to manage the transition from conflict to
peace, applicable in the Ukraine context.

11. ICBM - Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
Relevant to discussions on nuclear de-escalation due to its strategic role in Russia’s arsenal.

General Overview

Historical Context

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine traces back to longstanding tensions following the dissolution of
the Soviet Union. Ukraine declared independence in 1991 but remained geopolitically significant due to its
location and resources. In 2014, Russia annexed Crimea, citing the protection of Russian-speaking
populations, and supported separatist movements in the eastern regions of Luhansk and Donetsk. These
regions declared independence, escalating the conflict into a broader territorial and ideological struggle.

On February 24, 2022, Russia launched a large-scale invasion of Ukraine, termed a "special military
operation" by Moscow. The invasion was preceded by significant troop buildups and demands that NATO
cease its expansion near Russian borders. Russia aimed to rapidly seize Kyiv and other strategic areas,
but Ukrainian resistance, bolstered by Western intelligence and military aid, prevented a swift victory. The
conflict has since evolved into a grinding war of attrition, concentrated primarily in Ukraine's eastern and
southern regions. Russia has employed heavy artillery and air strikes to consolidate control over
territories, while Ukraine has mounted counteroffensives to reclaim occupied areas. Civilians have borne
the brunt of violence, with widespread displacement, destruction of infrastructure, and allegations of war
crimes.

International Response

The international response to the conflict has been unprecedented. Western nations, led by the United
States and NATO, have provided extensive military aid to Ukraine, including advanced weapons such as
HIMARS rocket systems, Javelin anti-tank missiles, and drones. Financial and humanitarian assistance
has also flowed in, alongside stringent economic sanctions against Russia. These measures include the
removal of major Russian banks from the SWIFT financial network, restrictions on energy exports, and
asset freezes targeting Russian elites.

On the other side, Russia has relied on support from Belarus for logistical and military backing. It has also
deepened ties with countries like Iran and North Korea, procuring drones and ammunition. However, key
global players like China and India have maintained a cautious stance, prioritizing economic relationships
with both sides while refraining from direct involvement.

Efforts to de-escalate the conflict have largely faltered. Early negotiations in 2022, including talks
facilitated by Turkey and the United Nations, failed to produce lasting agreements. Temporary ceasefires



and initiatives like the Black Sea Grain Initiative, which aimed at alleviating the global food crisis, have
been undermined by recurring hostilities and political disputes. The suspension of this initiative in 2023
highlighted the fragility of such efforts.

The specter of nuclear escalation looms over the conflict. Russia's occupation of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant has raised fears of a potential disaster, while President Putin's rhetoric around nuclear
capabilities has added to global anxiety. Western nations have repeatedly emphasized the catastrophic
consequences of any nuclear use, reinforcing their deterrence strategies.

As of late 2024, the conflict remains a focal point of global concern. Ukraine continues to push for
territorial reclamation, while Russia seeks to entrench its positions. The humanitarian crisis persists, with
millions being displaced and infrastructure decimated. The war's impact extends far beyond the region,
straining global security frameworks, disrupting supply chains, and reshaping alliances. Despite
international calls for peace, the path to a resolution remains fraught with obstacles.

Timeline of key events

Attempts at Mediation and De-escalation

February 2022: Russia invades Ukraine, launching attacks from multiple fronts, including Belarus,
Crimea, and eastern Ukraine. Kyiv and Kharkiv face heavy bombardment, but Ukraine resists effectively.

March 2022: Peace talks occur in Turkey, focusing on security guarantees for Ukraine. Talks are stalled
due to disagreements over neutrality and territorial sovereignty.

April-May 2022: Russian forces capture Mariupol after weeks of siege. Western nations begin ramping
up military aid, including heavy weapons, to Ukraine.

Summer 2022: Ukraine launches counteroffensives, regaining significant territory in Kharkiv and
Kherson. The U.S., EU, and NATO pledge continued support, including advanced weapons systems like
HIMARS.

September 2022: Russia annexes Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson after staged
referendums, condemned internationally.

October 2022: Attacks on infrastructure, including a Russian strike on a Kyiv dam, escalate the
humanitarian crisis. Ukraine retakes parts of Kherson by November.

Attempts at Mediation and De-escalation

March 2022: Initial peace talks in Istanbul propose Ukrainian neutrality in exchange for security
guarantees. The agreement falters due to mutual distrust.

Summer 2022: Turkey and the UN mediate the Black Sea Grain Initiative, ensuring the export of
Ukrainian grain amid the war.

2023: Multiple nations, including China and Brazil, propose peace plans. These initiatives fail due to
Russia's unwillingness to withdraw troops and Ukraine's insistence on reclaiming occupied territories.

Ongoing: Diplomatic channels remain active but yield limited results as both sides continue military
engagements.



Possible solutions:

Some proposals for what a resolution might include:
Renewed Ceasefire Agreements

Re-establishing and expanding upon prior agreements, such as the Minsk Protocols, could provide a
framework for immediate cessation of hostilities. Key components might include:

e Mutual Ceasefire Declaration: Both parties agree to halt offensives along agreed-upon
lines.
e Demilitarized Zones: Creation of buffer zones monitored by international peacekeeping
forces, such as UN or OSCE troops.
e Confidence-Building Measures: Gradual withdrawal of heavy weaponry and exchanges of
prisoners of war.
Key Actors: UN, OSCE, Turkey, France, and Germany.

International Mediation

Third-party nations or organizations could mediate negotiations aimed at addressing contentious issues
such as territorial integrity and security concerns:

e Mediator Nations: Countries like Turkey, China, and India have shown willingness to act as
neutral parties.
Special Envoy: Appointing a UN or EU special envoy for the conflict to oversee dialogue.
Framework: Building negotiations on the principles of territorial integrity for Ukraine and
security guarantees for Russia.
Key Actors: UN, EU, Turkey, and potential non-aligned nations.

Arms Control and Military De-escalation

Preventing the conflict from escalating into broader regional or nuclear warfare is crucial. Measures might
include:

e Suspension of Arms Supplies: Agreement among NATO and Russia to limit arms transfers
to the conflict zone.
e Nuclear Risk Reduction Talks: Bilateral negotiations between Russia and NATO to avoid
accidental escalation, with inspections of nuclear forces under international supervision.
Key Actors: NATO, IAEA, U.S., and Russia.

Economic and Diplomatic Incentives
Economic leverage could be used to bring both sides to the negotiating table:

e Sanction Relief Offers: Conditional easing of sanctions if Russia agrees to substantial
de-escalation steps.



e Reconstruction Pledges: Guarantees of financial aid for rebuilding Ukraine after the war,
contingent on progress toward peace.
Key Actors: EU, IMF, World Bank, and key G7 nations.

Humanitarian Corridors and Neutral Zones

Creating protected zones to aid civilians and allowing free movement of humanitarian aid could build
goodwill:

e Safe Zones: Establish internationally monitored zones for displaced civilians.
e Humanitarian Access Agreements: Binding agreements for safe passage of aid under the
UN or Red Cross.
Key Actors: UNHCR, Red Cross, and local NGOs.

Important Actors:

Ukraine

Seeks the restoration of its territorial integrity, including Crimea and the Donbas regions, and insists that
any ceasefire or peace deal includes Russian troop withdrawal. Ukraine also demands security
guarantees to prevent future aggression.

Russia

Russia aims to retain control of annexed territories and maintain influence over Ukraine to prevent its
integration into NATO. It justifies its actions as protecting Russian-speaking populations and countering
NATO expansion.

United States

The U.S. is Ukraine's primary military and financial backer, providing advanced weaponry and sanctions
on Russia. It supports Ukraine's sovereignty and emphasizes that any peace negotiations must respect
Ukraine’s territorial claims.

Turkey

A mediator in peace efforts, Turkey has facilitated grain export agreements and hosted early peace talks.
It maintains relations with both sides, balancing NATO membership with economic ties to Russia.

China

Advocates for diplomatic resolution and respects Russia's security concerns while opposing unilateral
sanctions. China promotes dialogue but avoids directly condemning Russia’s actions.

Poland

A leading advocate for robust military and humanitarian support for Ukraine due to shared borders and
historical tensions with Russia. Poland emphasizes regional security and NATO's eastern defense.

NATO (Key Members: U.S., U.K., France, Germany, Poland)



NATO members collectively support Ukraine, providing military aid and reinforcing NATO’s eastern flank.
They view the conflict as a defense of democratic values and are cautious about direct involvement to
avoid escalating.

European Union (Key States: Germany, France, Poland)

The EU provides economic and military assistance to Ukraine while imposing sanctions on Russia. It
emphasizes diplomatic solutions and supports rebuilding Ukraine’s economy post-conflict.
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