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A Foundational Viethamese Myth




Long, long ago, when the world was still full of wonder, there lived a mighty dragon
named Lac Long Quan. He wasn'’t just any dragon—he was the lord of the seas, with
shimmering golden scales that reflected the sunlight and the wisdom of ages in his
eyes. Deep beneath the waves, he ruled with strength and kindness, always watching
over the waters and the people who depended on them.

Far away, high in the misty mountains, there was a fairy princess named Au Co. She
was as graceful as a flowing river and as radiant as the morning sun. Her laughter was
like the music of birds, and she cared deeply for the creatures and people of the
highlands. Though they lived in different worlds, their destinies were intertwined.

One day, Lac Long Quéan decided to leave his ocean home and explore the lands
above. As he journeyed through forests and rivers, he came to the mountains and met
Au Co. The moment their eyes met, it was as if the world itself paused to take notice.
The dragon and the fairy fell deeply in love, their hearts drawn together like the meeting
of rivers.

They were married and made their home together, blending the wonders of the sea and
the mountains. In time, Au Co’ gave birth to something miraculous: a sac of 100 eggs.
From these eggs hatched 100 children—strong, bright, and noble. These children were
unlike any other, for they carried the spirit of both their parents: the strength and wisdom
of the dragon, and the grace and kindness of the fairy.

For a while, they lived happily as one big family. But as much as they loved each other,
Lac Long Quan and Au Co began to feel the pull of their own worlds. The dragon
longed for the sea, and the fairy missed her mountains. They knew in their hearts that
they could not stay together forever, for their duties called them back to where they
belonged.

So, with heavy hearts but deep understanding, they made a decision. They gathered
their 100 children and divided them into two groups. Lac Long Quan took 50 children to
the coast, teaching them how to fish, build boats, and live in harmony with the sea. Au
Co led the other 50 to the mountains, where she showed them how to grow crops, tend
the forests, and thrive in the highlands.

Before they parted, Lac Long Quan and Au Co reminded their children of something
very important: “Though we may live apart, never forget that we are one family. We
share the same blood, the same spirit, and the same destiny. No matter where you go
or what you do, remember that you are always connected to each other.”



The children listened and promised to honor their parents’ words. And so, even though
they grew up in different places, they carried the same love and respect for one another.
They became the ancestors of the Viethamese people, who to this day call themselves
"Con Rdng Chau Tién," the descendants of the Dragon and the Fairy.

This is the origin story of Vietnam, our people and our cultural identity, inspiring all to
whom this story is told to cherish relationships, honor their heritage, and live in harmony
with one another and the natural world. In Vietnam, this story has been passed down
from generation to generation, from mother to child, to remind us of who we are. It
teaches us that even when we are far apart, we are always connected. It shows us the
beauty of unity in diversity, the importance of caring for the land and water that sustain
us, and the strength that comes from knowing our roots.

So remember, whenever you feel lost or alone, think of Lac Long Quén and Au Co and
their 100 children. Their love and wisdom live on in us, reminding us that we are all part
of something much greater than ourselves.

When this story is told and retold it carries profound lessons and values for children and
adults. Every time | revisit it or think about it, my learning and understanding about it
deepens. Here are some things | share with others when | explain this story.

1. Unity in Diversity

e The story teaches that even though the 100 children were separated by
geography—some by the sea, others in the mountains—they share the same
lineage, spirit, and destiny.

e Lesson: Unity is not about sameness but about honoring shared roots and
identity, even when living diverse lives.

2. Connection to Land and Nature

e Lac Long Quan and Au Co’s children learned to thrive by adapting to their
environments—the sea and the mountains—emphasizing the harmony between
people and nature.

e Lesson: Respect and care for the land and water are central to survival and
identity.

3. Shared Responsibility and Balance

e The parents’ decision to part ways was not driven by conflict but by a sense of
duty to their respective domains. This sacrifice ensured their children could
connect to and appreciate different parts of the kingdom and the diverse land of



their birth, learn specific skills to nurture the land and provide for their families,
and to grow and succeed in their different worlds.

e Lesson: Sometimes, fulfilling our responsibilities requires personal sacrifice, but
this can serve the greater good.

4. The Power of Ancestry and Roots

e The children are a symbol of resilience and adaptability, drawing strength from
their shared ancestry and the unique qualities of both parents.

e Lesson: Knowing and honoring one’s roots provides strength and guidance in
life, even during times of change and separation.

5. Enduring Love and Family Bonds

e Despite their physical separation, Lac Long Quan and Au Co emphasized the
enduring connection between their children and themselves.

e Lesson: Family bonds and shared values transcend distance and differences,
reminding us that we are always part of a larger collective.

6. Adaptability and Resilience

e The 100 children learned different ways of life—fishing, farming, and thriving in
diverse environments—showcasing their ability to adapt and stay connected
across distance and time.

e Lesson: Resilience and adaptability are vital, and embracing diversity in
lifestyles and environments strengthens the collective.
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The Betel and Areca Story (Sw Tich Trau Cau)

Once upon a time, there were two brothers who lived together in a small village. They were
close, sharing everything, and their bond was deep. However, as they grew older, the younger
brother began to feel like a burden to his older brother, especially after the older brother married
a beautiful woman. The younger brother, feeling like he was no longer needed and unsure of his
place in the family, decided to leave home. He felt overshadowed by his brother's new life and
the love between him and his wife.

One day, feeling lonely and heartbroken, the younger brother wandered off into the wilderness,
not knowing where he was going. He kept walking, hoping to find peace, but he grew weary.
Eventually, he died in the wilderness, his body turning into a large, lonely rock. His spirit
remained there, in the form of this rock, a symbol of his sadness and feeling of abandonment.

The older brother and his wife, unaware of what had happened to the younger brother, searched
for him desperately. They called his name and searched every corner of the village and the
surrounding forest. They could not find him.

Finally, grief-stricken and exhausted, the older brother came upon the rock where his younger
brother had died. He sat beside it, mourning deeply. In his sorrow, the older brother also passed
away, his body turning into the Areca tree, standing tall and strong, symbolizing his enduring
love for his brother. He had died without realizing that the rock was his brother’s spirit.

Meanwhile, the wife, devastated by the loss of both her husband and her brother-in-law,
wandered in search of her lost loved ones. When she found the Areca tree, she wept
uncontrollably, not knowing that it had been her husband all along. Overcome with grief, she too
died and transformed into the Betel vine, which grew around the Areca tree, intertwining with it.
The Betel vine's delicate leaves and sweet fragrance became a symbol of her enduring love for
both men and the sorrow that bound them all together.

From that moment on, the villagers would see the Areca tree and the Betel vine growing side by
side, forever entwined. The Areca tree stood tall and strong, a symbol of the older brother's
sacrifice and love, while the Betel vine, though more delicate, embraced the Areca tree,
representing the deep love and grief of the wife. The two plants grew together, forever
connected, just as the love between the two brothers and their wife could never be separated,
even by death.



1.

Key Takeaways from the Betel and Areca Story (Sw Tich Trau Cau)

The Power of Interconnection and Mutual Support

At its core, the story of the Betel vine and Areca tree is a lesson in the
interconnectedness of life. While the Areca tree is strong and tall, it is the Betel vine,
delicate and humble, that gives it life and meaning. This illustrates how different forces,
whether strong or subtle, complement each other and thrive through mutual support. The
Areca tree cannot stand alone, just as the Betel vine needs the Areca tree for structure.
This teaches us that strength and tenderness, power and care, are not opposing
forces but essential parts of a harmonious whole.

Takeaway: True strength is not in isolation, but in the relationships that give it
purpose and support. This reflects the idea that in many cultures, power is seen as
something relational, not individual.

The Emotional Complexity of Love and Loss

The transformation of the characters—two brothers, a wife, and their eventual
connection to the Areca tree and Betel vine—reveals deep emotional complexity. The
brothers’ sacrifices and the wife’s grief show how love, loss, and mourning are
intertwined in human experience. This story speaks to the universal nature of emotional
suffering, not just as an individual experience, but as something that can shape entire
lives and communities.

Takeaway: Love and loss are not just personal; they shape and transform us as
individuals, families, and communities. The emotional depth of the story challenges
us to see how grief can bind people together in unexpected ways, transcending death
and physical separation.

Cultural Perceptions of Sacrifice and Duty

In the story, the younger brother’s decision to leave and sacrifice his life in isolation
speaks to the cultural value of sacrifice for the greater good. Similarly, the older
brother and wife’s mourning also reveals the importance of duty—both to family and to
community. This sacrifice, in a Viethamese context, is often seen as an act of
selflessness, though it can also be isolating. The transformation of the brothers and the
wife into the Betel vine and Areca tree symbolizes how sacrifice and loss do not
disappear but instead live on through nature and connection.

Takeaway: Sacrifice is deeply embedded in cultural narratives, often seen as a path
to honor and legacy. However, the story also invites us to question the cost of sacrifice:
is it always healthy, and how do we balance harmony, duty, and self?

The Symbolism of Transformation and Continuity

The transformations of the characters into natural elements—the Areca tree and Betel
vine—reflect the cultural belief in continuity and rebirth. In Viethamese culture (and
many other cultures), nature is not separate from life but a symbol of transformation.
The idea that death is not the end but a transition into something else is central to the
story. It speaks to the belief that the spirit endures, manifesting in different forms, even
after physical death. Karma and reincarnation are really important elements of
relationships and influence much decision making and behaviors. These are critical
cultural principles that help reciprocity not become transactional or coercive and corrupt.
It serves as an accountability mechanism built into our cultural DNA.

Takeaway: Death and transformation are not seen as endings but as parts of a



larger cycle. The story invites reflection on how we view legacy, continuity, and how
we honor those who have passed.

5. The Complexity of Relationships and Human Experience
The story captures the complexity of human relationships, including the tension
between love, jealousy, sacrifice, and loss. It's a reflection on how individual
actions—such as the younger brother leaving, or the wife grieving—can reverberate
through generations, impacting the fabric of society. The intertwining of the Betel vine
and Areca tree represents the entwinement of human experiences, both joyful and
painful, which cannot be easily separated or simplified.
Takeaway: Human experiences are often intertwined and complicated. The story
asks us to embrace complexity, understanding that relationships are multifaceted and
that emotions like love and grief are part of a shared, interconnected existence. This
interconnectedness extends across life times and past lives.

6. The Power of Symbolism in Storytelling
In Viethnamese culture, symbolism plays a powerful role in storytelling. The Betel vine
and Areca tree are more than just plants; they are symbols of love, sacrifice, and unity.
The story is a reminder that symbols can carry profound cultural meaning and can
speak across generations. In this case, the Betel vine and Areca tree are not just objects
in nature, but representations of the sacred bond between the characters.
Takeaway: Symbols are a powerful tool for conveying deep cultural meanings. By
paying attention to symbols, we can understand how stories reflect and shape cultural
values and can serve as bridges between generations, cultures, and experiences.

Final Thoughts:

The Betel and Areca story offers rich lessons about interconnection, sacrifice, and the
enduring nature of relationships, making it a profound narrative that transcends cultural
boundaries. For those unfamiliar with Viethamese culture, it provides a window into the value
placed on relationships, duty, and the cycle of life and death. The symbolism embedded in
the Betel vine and Areca tree invites reflection on how love, loss, and transformation shape the
human experience in ways that continue to resonate across time and cultures.

This story focuses on deeper cultural lessons, emotional complexity, and symbolism. We
can consider this together as a community of practice as we continue to contemplate collective
power. | am hoping we will co-create valuable insights into how such fables offer profound
reflections on life, love, grief, and relational power—themes that can be applied across
different cultural contexts.
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