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2. Authorship and Conflicts of Interest
A. Authorship Confirmation

1. All authors listed have made a substantial intellectual contribution to the work (e.g., in
conception, design, execution, data acquisition, or analysis and interpretation).

2. All authors have read and approved the final manuscript.

3. The work has not been previously published in any peer-reviewed journal, nor is it under
consideration for publication elsewhere.

B. Conflicts of Interest (COI)

Do any authors have any financial or personal relationships that could inappropriately
influence (bias) their work?

3. Declaration of AI and Generative Technology Use

KnowEx Journal requires the full disclosure of all generative artificial intelligence (AI) and
Al-assisted technologies used in the creation of the submitted work. AI tools are never
permitted to be listed as authors.

A. Definition of Ethical and Non-Ethical AI Use

Ethical and Acceptable Use: Al tools are used strictly as assistants under full human
oversight. The human authors retain full responsibility and intellectual accountability for all
content, including verification of facts, citations, and analytical conclusions. (E.g., language
refinement, outlining, checking grammar.)

Non-Ethical and Forbidden Use: Al tools are used to replace the intellectual contribution
of the authors or to generate content that misleads reviewers regarding originality. This



includes generating core ideas, results, or data.

B. Mandatory AI Content Score Affirmation

KnowEx Journal uses industry-standard detection software (Turnitin) to assess the likelihood
of Al-generated content.

Affirmation of Originality: We confirm that the manuscript's detected Al-generated content
score is LESS THAN 20% of the total text. We understand that failure to meet this threshold
may result in desk rejection or retraction.

C. Specific Acceptable AI Use (Must be Disclosed)

Ethical use is permitted, provided the purpose is disclosed below.

Use Case Status

Language/Grammar Check ACCEPTABLE. (e.g., using Grammarly or
Al-based editors to improve clarity, spelling,
and grammar).

Data Processing & Analysis ACCEPTABLE. (e.g., Al algorithms for
pattern recognition or statistical analysis,
provided methods are fully documented and
transparent).

Generating Initial Draft Code ACCEPTABLE. (e.g., using tools like
GitHub Copilot to generate simple, non-core
code snippets, provided all code is
meticulously checked, validated, and fully
cited in the methodology).

Brainstorming/Outlining ACCEPTABLE. (e.g., using LLMs for
conceptual clarification or outlining, provided
no original content is directly transcribed).

D. Specific Forbidden AI Use (Strictly Prohibited)

These uses constitute a breach of publication ethics.

Use Case Status

Generating Core Text/Conclusion FORBIDDEN. Al must not be used to
generate text that forms the core scientific
contribution (Introduction, Results,

Discussion, or Conclusion).

Creating/Fabricating Data FORBIDDEN. Al must not be used to
generate or modify experimental data, images,
or figures.

Generating Citations/References FORBIDDEN. Al must not generate fictional




or non-existent references. All sources must
be manually verified.

Al as an Author FORBIDDEN. AI tools are incapable of
holding authorship rights or responsibilities.

E. Disclosure of AI Use

Did any author use Generative Al tools in the preparation of this manuscript (even for
acceptable uses)?

e No. (No further information required)

e Yes. (Complete the table below)
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structure,
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Add more rows as
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4. Ethical and Research Standards

1. Originality & Plagiarism: The work is original, and all sources used have been
properly cited. The manuscript is free of plagiarism, self-plagiarism, and data
fabrication.

2. Research Ethics: Where applicable (e.g., studies involving human participants or
animals), ethical approval was obtained, and all procedures followed international
ethical standards.
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