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     Unit 5 WS 5: Using HTML Headers and Text with 

 
Part I: Log into p5.js 
 

1.​ Go to https://p5js.org/ 

2.​ At the top-right corner, click on “Log in” and log into your account. 
 
Part II: Opening Challenge with HTML Headers and Text 
 

1.​ Open Mr. Z's example of how to use add HTML Headers and Text.  

2.​ DO NOT EDIT THIS FILE! Instead, highlight and copy the code. Then at the top 
click on “File” and select “New”. Delete the few lines of code that appear in the 
new file, then paste Mr. Z’s code there. Save it (click on “File” and select “Save”). 

3.​ Click on “Auto-refresh” (if it’s not already checked) and then click on the “play” 
button to run the simulation. Interact with the simulation.  

a.​ You should see a simulation with a bouncing ball. You should be to change 
its size with the slider, its color with the button, and if you click inside the 
simulation window you should be able to move the ball to a new location. 

b.​ Now look around the simulation window. You should see text above and 
below it. How did we do this? With HTML elements. 

i.​ Look at Lines 22 -26. Line 23 creates a header (title) for the 
simulation. Then Lines 24-26 create “paragraphs” (text) that give the 
user information about how to use the simulation. 

ii.​ Look at Line 40. It creates the ending text. Why is it displayed at the 
bottom of the window? Because the command to create this 
particular paragraph came after the command to create the 
simulation window (createCanvas).  

iii.​ Notice that the coding for the header and text happens only in the 
setup function.  
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4.​ Opening Challenges: 
a.​ Modify the header so that it reads “Amazing Bouncing Ball Simulation!” 

 
 
 
 

b.​ Add another paragraph between paragraphs 2 and 3. It should read 
“Clicking outside the window will have no effect.” 

 
 
 
 
 

c.​ Add another paragraph after the last one (paragraph4). It should read 
“Bard High School Early College Manhattan”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Part III: Complete This Task 
Once you finish this, save it - Mr. Z will check it. 
 

5.​ p5.js Task #5: Open a previous p5.js simulation you created for a previous task. 
Add a header and at least three paragraphs to the simulation. At least one 
paragraph must appear above the simulation window, and at least one must 
appear below it.  

 
 
Part IV: Resources for Further Exploration into HTML Text 
 

●​ HTML/CSS/DOM - p5.js Tutorial: Dan Shiffman explores HTML in a number of 
videos in this series. Specifically check out Videos 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.7, 8.8, and 8.9. 
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