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Full Definition of Terms 

For this systematic review, we used the following definitions for sensory interventions: 

●  ​ “Sensory technique” is defined as the application of particular sensory stimuli, or 

the provision of materials and activities that provide particular types of sensory stimuli, 

by direct application to the child’s body or by the child’s body being placed directly on or 

in an object or device (e.g., sitting on a therapy ball or wearing a compression device). 

Interventions without any mention of ASI fidelity were included as sensory techniques. 

●  ​ “Sensory environmental modification” is defined as a compensatory intervention 

in which a change is made in the intensity, complexity, or quality of one or more sensory 

elements in the ambient physical environment surrounding the child to support child 

functioning and participation. 

●  ​ “Caregiver-focused interventions” is defined as working with a child’s caregiver 

(e.g., parent, guardian, teacher, coach, babysitter, sibling, etc. who attends to the needs or 

looks after a child) to provide support for the sensory needs of a child who exhibits 

challenges in sensory processing and integration of sensory information. Interventions are 



designed to occur in the natural context and support participation of the child and group 

of which the child is a member. 
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