
Interfaith Leaders’ Statement  
for Nuclear Weapons Disarmament and Building a Just and Sustainable Peace  

 

Initiated as part of the Rebuilding the Anti-Nuclear Weapons Movement Together Conference 

held in Seattle, Washington on April 11-12, 2025, we members of the ecumenical faith 

community issue this Statement: 

We support Pope Francis’ 2019 declaration in Hiroshima that “the use of atomic energy for 

purposes of war is immoral, just as the possessing of nuclear weapons is immoral.”1 We 

therefore call upon the current Administration to bring about disarmament of nuclear 

weapons in the United States within the coming four years via multilateral diplomacy and all 

other means as necessary.  

We issue this Statement based upon the current state of nuclear build-up in the U.S. and 

around our world today.  According to global estimates, there are currently more than 

12,400 warheads worldwide, with Russia and the U.S. controlling nearly 90% of this 

number.2 The others are held by China (600), France (290), the United Kingdom (225),India 

(172), Pakistan (170), Israel (90) and North Korea (50).3 As troubling as these figures are, 

statistical transparency in these times of chaos and war has not been prioritized either by 

the U.S. or other world powers. 

In 2023, the nine nuclear-armed states spent a total of $91.4 billion on their nuclear 

arsenals, $10.8 billion (13.4%) more than the prior year.4  The U.S. alone spent $51.5 billion, 

more than all of the other nuclear-armed states combined.5  The U.S. is poised to spend 

roughly $1.7 trillion to enhance its nuclear arsenal in the next two decades.6  Spending these 

amounts on weapons of mass destruction at a time of such need across our country and 

the world is contrary to our moral values. 

Therefore, we call upon the Administration and Congress to ensure that the following occur 

immediately: 

1. The U.S. restrain the $1.7 trillion plan to “modernize” its nuclear arsenal. (There is 

nothing “modern” about nuclear weapons.) 

6 https://fas.org/publication/nuclear-weapons-2024/ 
 

5 Id.  

4https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ican/pages/4079/attachments/original/1718371252/Spending_Report_2024

_Executive_Summary_Digital.pdf?1718371252.  

3 Id.  

2https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/nuclear-weapons-who-has-what-glance#:~:text=The%20world&#39;

s%20nuclear%2Darmed%20states,Nuclear%2DWeapon%20States:.  

1Apostolic Journey to Japan: Meeting for peace at the Peace Memorial (Hiroshima, 24 November 2019) | 
Francis  

1 

https://fas.org/publication/nuclear-weapons-2024/
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ican/pages/4079/attachments/original/1718371252/Spending_Report_2024_Executive_Summary_Digital.pdf?1718371252
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ican/pages/4079/attachments/original/1718371252/Spending_Report_2024_Executive_Summary_Digital.pdf?1718371252
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/nuclear-weapons-who-has-what-glance#:~:text=The%20world&#39;s%20nuclear%2Darmed%20states,Nuclear%2DWeapon%20States
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/nuclear-weapons-who-has-what-glance#:~:text=The%20world&#39;s%20nuclear%2Darmed%20states,Nuclear%2DWeapon%20States
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20191124_messaggio-incontropace-hiroshima.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20191124_messaggio-incontropace-hiroshima.html


2. The Administration and Congress agree to extend the New Start Treaty between the U.S. 

and Russia, which is scheduled to expire on February 4, 2026, for another five years, 

including its verification and transparency measures, pending complete abolition of 

nuclear weapons.  

3. The Administration and Congress ratify the 2017 United Nations Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). This Treaty, which has been signed by 94 

countries and ratified by 73,7 continues the spirit of the very first Resolution of the United 

Nations in 1946, which recognized the need to eliminate atomic weapons and “all other 

major weapons adaptable to mass destruction.”8 

We call on the Administration and Congress to promptly take the actions above so that the 

U.S. can lead the world in creating a just and sustainable peace and ensure the safety and 

security not only of its own people, but of all persons throughout the world. 

This Statement was presented at the Rebuilding the Anti-Nuclear Weapons Movement 

Together Conference on April 11, 2025 and will continue collecting signatures of leaders 

from the ecumenical faith community until the above-stated goals are achieved. 

 

They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Is. 2:4. 

                         

 

                                       

 

                                                              

                           

Adopted By:                

 

Rev. Leigh, Seattle First Baptist Church 

Archbishop Paul Etienne, Archdiocese of Seattle, Washington  

Archbishop John Wester, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico 

8 https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/1(I) 
 

7 https://treaties.unoda.org/t/tpnw/participants 
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Senji Kanaeda, Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhist Order 

Rev. Geoff Browning, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Olympia 

Rev. Meighan Pritchard, Prospect United Church of Christ, Seattle 

Susan Crane, Catholic Worker 

Fumiaki Tosu, Dandelion House Catholic Worker 

Deacon Denny Duffel, Pax Christi Regional Director 

Rev. Dr. Brenda J. Smith, ThD, Peace and Global Witness Partnership, Atlanta, Georgia 

Amy Epp, Pastor, Evergreen Mennonite  

Rev Gordon (Pastor Gordy) Hutchins, Pastor, Evergreen Grace 

Rev. Annie Grogan, Queen Anne Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Seattle 

Sr.  Sheila Lemieux CSJP 

Pax Christi, Spokane Chapter 

Matt Boswell, Pastor, Camas Friends Church 

Rev. Darryl Winston, Greater Works Ministries, Atlanta, Georgia 

Peter Ward, Oakhurst Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Santiago Flores, IRCES, Reformed  Presbyterian Church, San Salvador 

Pax Christi USA 

Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee – Bishop, Northwest Washington Synod, Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

Rev. Rick Jaech – Bishop, Southwestern Washington Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 

Rev. Douglas Avilesbernal – Executive Minister, Evergreen Association of American Baptist 

Churches 

Presiding Elder Rev. Spencer Barrett, Pacific Northwest Conference of the Fifth Episcopal 

District, African Methodist Episcopal Church 

Rabbi Daniel Weiner – Senior Rabbi, Temple De Hirsch Sinai in Seattle and Bellevue 
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