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Ti' trude dén nay nhiing nguai Viét thudc thé hé thir | & Hoa Ky thudng mong muén co su
tiép néi cia hdu dué. Chung téi xin chuyén dén ddc gid suy nghi ciia mét em hoc [6p 12

tai Hoa Ky vé hai thé hé. Bai ddng trén Sinh Hoat Cu An Tu Nguy s6 6.2022

Nhiéu ngugdi Viét Nam hién dang dinh cu tai Hoa Ky dén tu hdu qua chién tranh Viét
Nam. Nhiing ngugi nay dén day dé xin ti nan va trién vong vé (cau mong c6 dudc) mot
cudc song tot han cho ban than va gia dinh cta ho. Nhiéu ngugi trong s6 ho da thanh
cong; nhiéu thé hé ngudi My goc Viét dudgc sinh ra tai Hoa Ky trong nhiing gia dinh lam
viéc cham chi va thinh vugng. Cac cong dong l&n ngudi Viét da hinh thanh & Hoa Ky -



dac biét la & cac tiéu bang & BG Tay nhu Oregon va California. Tuy nhién, dudng nhu ¢
mot cam giac chia ré gilta thé hé ngudi Viét gia va tré & My. Viéc thu hep khoang cach
nay trong cong dong Viét Nam la diéu can thiét cho su thanh cong trong tuang lai clia
cong dong ngudi Viét tai M. D€ dat dudgc muc tiéu thong nhat cac thé hé ngugi My goc

Viét gia va tré han, moi thé hé déu cé nhiing rao can riéng can vugt qua:

Trudc tién, thé hé tré can nhan ra rang ho khéng chi la ngudi My, ma con a ngudi Viét
Nam. Vi vay, ho can ti€p nhan van hda va truyén théng Viét Nam. Noi cach khac, dan so
tré can tham gia tich cuc vao cdng dong Viét Nam. Ho cd thé lam diéu nay bang cach
dén hoac tham gia tinh nguyén tai cac su kién do Cong dong ngudi Viét 3 Oregon t6
chic, hodc thdm chi td chlc cac ngay |é truyén théng cta Viét Nam nhu Tét ngay tai
nha riéng cta ho. Bat ky no luc nao, du l&n hay nhd, déu sé di dugc mot chang dudng
dai. Thé hé tré ton vinh van hoa khong chi cia cha me, 6ng ba ma chinh ho sé gitp
tang cudng maéi lién két véi di san ctia ho va mét thé hé Idn tubi han, nhitng nguai gitl

van hoa truyén théng cua ho gan giii vdi trai tim cla ho.

Tiép theo, thé hé cii can san sang thich Ung vdi béi canh cong nghé luén thay déi cua
thé gidi chdng ta. Trong mot thé gidi ngay cang phu thudc vao cong nghé, viéc hoc
cach st dung néd mot cach hdp ly sé gitp thé hé cii két n6i véi nhiing ngudi tré da I8n

|én xung quanh cong nghé trong sudt cudc dai cda ho.

Tuy nhién, hoc cach sif dung cong nghé don gian la khong du; can phai no luc tim hiéu
cac cach thic internet phi hdp dé bao dam rang cac nguén tai nguyén manh mé nhu
cac trang tin tlc va phudng tién truyén thong xa hoi khong bi lam dung theo nhitng

cach nhu tiéu thu hodc tai tao thong tin sai léch. Hdu qua cla viéc lam dung nay cé thé



rat tham khéc. Do do, tim kiém su ho trg tu thé hé tré da thanh thao trong béi canh

cong nghé nay sé la mat diéu tot.

Budc quan trong nhat dé thu hep khoang cach thé hé la mot trong nhiing diéu can
dudc thuc hién bdi tat ca cac thé hé nguasi My goc Viét:

Giao tiép. No rat quan trong doi véi su thdng nhat chia bat ky cong dong nao. Thong tin
sai léch, hodc thiéu thong tin lién lac, [a can nguyén cla nhiéu xung dot hodc hiéu lam.
Do dé, bat dau mot cudc ddi thoai gitia thé hé ngudi My gdc Viét gia han va tré han sé

la mot chia khda dé két néi hai thé hé.

C6 gang ngdi xudng vai nhiing ngudi than yéu cta ban dé thiét |ap diém chung vé cac
cht dé nhu chinh tri, gido duc va cac gia tri gia dinh — tat ca nhitng th gdp phan tao
nén su phan chia gitia thé hé gia va tré — sé bao dam rang y thiic hiéu biét ton tai giiia
cac thé hé. Ngay ca khiy kién ciia moi bén khong thay déi, viéc nhan ra “cai gi” va “tai
sao” trong quan diém cla nhau sé gitp khac phuc tinh trang mat két ndi gitia hai lap

ludn khac nhau.

Trong bai dién van nay: (Trong nhiing cudc ddi thoai nhu vay), tat ca nhiing ngudi tham
gia can phai nhan manh: (luu y nhiéu dén) su ton trong. Thudng thi thé hé cii doi hdi su
ton trong tU nhiing ngudi tré hon cda ho, trong khi thé hé sau nhan dudc rat it su dap
lai. D& dat dugc su ton trong nay, su khac biét thé hé vé gia tri ca nhan hodc niém tin
can dudc cong nhan va thita nhan: (nhac dén) trong khi tro chuyén. Giao tiép ton trong

s& tao nén tang cho khoang cach thé hé dudc bac cau trong cdng dong Viét Nam.

RO rang la tat ca nhitng ménh dé ndi trén sé la chia khda dé két néi cac thé hé ngugi My

goc Viét.



SU dung tat ca nhiing diéu nay la mot ky cong khong nhd; thay déi can cé thai gian. Tuy
nhién, can phai no luc trong thgi diém hién tai. Tat ca cac thé hé ngugi My goc Viét can
phai san sang no luc vi lgi ich chia cdng ddng. Banh xe clia su thay d&i can phai bat dau
quay dé cong déng ngugi Viét tai My ngay cang thinh vugng hdn nita. Trong qua kh,
t6i da dong gdp hang giG ca nhan ciia minh dé biéu dién va giip dan dung tai nhiéu lé
hoi cho ca Cong dong Viét Nam tai Oregon va Cong dong Viét Nam tai Quan Clark. Toi
da lam dudc nhu vy bang cach ca hat, biéu dién v thuat, don dep sau lé hdi, chay trd
chdicho tré em,v. v ... Néu dudc giai thudng nay, toi s€ tiép tuc dong gop cong slc cua
minh cho Cong dong Viét Nam Oregon dé gitip Cong dong phat trién manh mé va dat
dudc muc tiéu ton vinh van hoa truyén théng Viét Nam va tdm nhin két noi nhiéu thé

hé ngugi Viét & My da ndi & trén.
(Original English Version)

Many Vietnamese people currently residing in the United States came from the
war-torn aftermath of the Vietnam War. These people came here seeking asylum and
the prospect of a better life for themselves and their families. Many of them succeeded,;
multiple generations of Vietnamese- Americans were born in the United States into
hard-working and prosperous families. Large communities of Vietnamese people
formed in the United States—especially in states on the West Coast like Oregon and
California. Yet, there seems to be a sense of division between the older and younger
generations of Vietnamese people in America. Bridging this gap within the Vietnamese
community is essential to the future success of Viethamese communities in America.
To achieve the goal of unifying older and younger generations of Vietnamese

Americans, each generation has their own set of hurdles to overcome: Firstly, the



younger generation needs to recognize that they are not only American, but

Vietnamese as well.

Therefore, they need to embrace Vietnamese culture and traditions. In other words,
the younger population needs to actively participate in the Viethamese community.
They can do this by coming to or volunteering at events hosted by the Vietnamese
Community of Oregon, or even celebrating traditional Vietnamese holidays such as Tét
within the comfort of their own homes. Any effort made, no matter how big or small,
will go a long way. The younger generation celebrating the culture of not only their
parents and grandparents, but themselves, will help strengthen their bond with their
heritage and an older generation who holds their traditional culture close to their
heart. Next, the older generation needs to be willing to adapt to the ever-changing
technological landscape of our world. In a world that is increasingly dependent on
technology, learning to properly utilize it will help the older generation connect with
young people who have grown up around technology their entire lives. However,
learning to simply use technology is insufficient; an effort must be made to learn
proper internet etiquette to ensure that powerful resources such as news sites and
social media are not misused in ways such as the consumption or reproduction of false
information. The consequences of this misuse can be catastrophic. Hence, seeking
assistance from the younger generation that is well-versed in this technological

landscape would be auspicious.

The most crucial step to closing the generational gap is one that needs to be
addressed by all generations of Viethamese Americans: Communication. It is vital to

the unification of any community. Miscommunication, or the lack of communication, is



the root of many conflicts or misunderstandings. Thus, starting a dialogue between the
older and younger generations of Viethamese Americans would be a key to connecting
the two generations. Taking the effort to sit down with your loved ones to establish
common ground regarding topics such as politics, education, and familial values—all
which contribute to the divide be- tween older and younger generations—would

ensure that a sense of understanding exists be- tween the generations.

Even if each parties’ opinions stay unchanged, recognizing the “what” and “why” of

each other’s positions would help to overcome the disconnect be-

tween the two differing arguments. During this discourse, respect needs to be
emphasized from all participants. Too often is it that the older generation demands
respect from their younger counterparts, while the latter receives little in return. To
achieve this respect, the generational difference in personal values or beliefs needs to
be recognized and acknowledged while having conversations. Respectful
communication will lay the groundwork for a bridged generational gap in the

Vietnamese community.

It is evident that all the aforementioned propositions will be key to connecting the
generations of Vietnamese Americans. Em- ploying all of these is no small feat; change
takes time. Yet, an effort needs to be made in the current moment. All generations of
Vietnamese Americans need to be willing to make an effort for the benefit of their
communities. The wheels of change need to start turning in order for the Vietnamese

communities in America to be further prosperous.

in the past, | have contributed hours of my personal time to perform and help set-up at

multiple events for both the Viethamese Community of Oregon and the Vietnamese



Community of Clark County. | have done so by singing, performing martial arts,
setting/ cleaning up chairs before/after events, running games for children, etc... If |
receive this award, | will continue in contributing my efforts to the Vietnamese
Community of Oregon in order to help it thrive and achieve its goal of celebrating
traditional Vietnamese culture and the aforementioned vision of connecting multiple

generations of Vietnamese people in America.
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