
DJ Headphones vs Studio Headphones 
 
Meta Description: Although DJ and studio headphones look similar at first glance, 
they have some very different features, made for very different purposes. 
 

 
 
Whether you enjoy listening to music everyday or work in the music industry, there’s 
nothing more important than a good pair of headphones. Having the freedom to 
pop on your headphones and instantly immerse in some good tunes makes a world 
of difference! 
 
While we can all appreciate a good pair of headphones, understanding the 
differences between the types of headphones available isn’t always easy. This is 
particularly true when comparing the two most popular types: DJ headphones and 
studio headphones. 
 
Although DJ and studio headphones look similar initially, they have some very 
different features, made for very different purposes. This guide will reveal all. 
 
What Are DJ Headphones? 
 
https://unsplash.com/photos/GO1i2timuug 
 
As the name suggests, DJ headphones are designed with DJ’s in mind. They have a 
special swivelling mechanism that allows them to either be worn on both ears or just 
one ear. This is an important feature for DJ’s, as it lets them interact with the crowd 
without losing track of what they’re playing. 
 
As well as being able to swivel, DJ headphones feature a special technology that 
allows them to play two different tracks in each ear. This makes it easier to cue up a 
track while listening to the current one. 
 
To summarise, DJ headphones are specially made for DJ’s. They have a series of 
features that make mixing and playing as easy as can be. 
 
What Are Studio Headphones? 
 
https://unsplash.com/photos/B2fNlHHI7dI 
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Studio headphones, on the other hand, are made for recording studios and general 
use. A lot of brands now use the term “studio” when referring to their everyday 
headphones. 
 
Unlike DJ headphones, studio headphones don’t have a load of technical features. 
Instead, they simply play audio exactly as you’d expect it, through both ears. 
 
What’s The Difference Between DJ And Studio Headphones? 
 
DJ and studio headphones are designed for different purposes. DJ headphones allow 
you to completely tailor your music experience - they are there to assist with the 
mixing process, rather than just provide an enjoyable listening experience. 
 
Studio headphones, on the other hand, are designed to provide a flat frequency 
response. This makes the listening experience a completely authentic one, allowing 
producers and studio members to spot flaws in a track before giving it the green 
light. 
 
Comparing DJ vs Studio Headphones 
 
We’ve talked through the basics of each type of headphone - now let’s dive into the 
specifics. Whether you’re deciding what type of headphone to get or want to learn 
more about them, the following information is for you. 
 
https://unsplash.com/photos/zgrEUG9U7EU 
 
Here are the five main comparison points to be aware of: 
 

1.​ Affordability 
 
For a lot of us, purchasing a certain set of headphones often comes down to the 
price. But, it’s important to remember that if you buy cheap, you’ll buy twice. 
 
When comparing the prices of DJ headphones and studio headphones, DJ 
headphones will near enough always be more expensive. While this will sometimes 
come down to the brand of headphones, DJ headphones are made from better (and 
more technical) materials. This alone makes them more expensive. 
 

2.​ Comfort 
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Next up, let’s talk about comfort. Realistically, any pair of top quality headphones 
should be comfortable, with just the right amount of padding. There’s nothing worse 
than getting a headache or aching ears while trying to listen to music! 
 
When comparing the comfort between DJ and studio headphones, it’s a known fact 
that DJ headphones win the battle. This isn’t surprising, considering DJ’s need to 
wear headphones for long periods of time in hot environments. Comfort is the 
absolute key. 
 
The cushioning that lines the ear cups in DJ headphones is often made from a 
special material that minimises heat dissipation. This prevents the DJ’s ears from 
becoming overheated and itchy while playing, further adding to the comfort. If a DJ 
was to wear a pair of studio headphones with normal padding, they’d probably have 
to take breaks every so often. 
 
Although DJ headphones are more comfortable, this doesn’t mean that you’ll hate 
wearing studio headphones. These headphones also have padding, just not as much. 
 

3.​ Power Strength 
 
In terms of power handling, studio headphones near enough always have a higher 
power handling ability. This is so that they can deliver the most authentic sound 
possible, particularly with regards to flat frequency responses. Delivering a flat 
frequency response is a must-have feature of proper studio headphones, so this 
power is important. 
 

4.​ Noise Cancellation 
 
Noise cancellation is a must-have feature for many headphone wearers. It cancels 
out any external noises, allowing you to truly focus on the music and nothing else. 
 
While noise cancellation is a feature that both DJ and studio headphones have, you’ll 
find that the isolation works better on DJ headphones. This is because DJs need to 
hear exactly what they’re doing when playing in front of large crowds. Without noise 
cancellation, it’ll be hard to mix tracks and deliver the best performance possible. 
 
https://unsplash.com/photos/_NIaM1gEsfU 
 
Studio headphones can also provide noise cancellation, just not as effectively. This is 
because most studio headphones have an open-back design, which allows air to 
pass through to the speaker. This is important for delivering a flat frequency 
response, but it does mean that you might hear some external noises. 
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5.​ Durability 

 
If you’re someone that takes your headphones everywhere, durability is a must. The 
last thing you want is a broken pair of headphones after one bump or scrape! 
 
As DJ headphones are designed for long periods of use and travel, they are made 
from a higher quality of materials. This makes them slightly sturdier than studio 
headphones, which are often more fragile and not fit for travelling. 
 
No matter what type of headphones you wear, be sure to handle them with care. At 
the end of the day, any type of electronic will break if not looked after properly! 
 
Which Is Best For You? 
 
While both DJ and studio headphones might look similar at first glance, they 
certainly have a lot of differences to be aware of. Deciding what’s best for you will 
entirely depend on what you’ll be using them for. 
 
To summarise, DJ headphones are made specifically for DJ’s. They assist with the 
mixing process, ensuring that all performances are as good as can be. Studio 
headphones, on the other hand, are designed for those making music or casual 
wearers. They deliver a more authentic listening experience. 
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