
  
Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

 

Jay McGuigan 

Jguig@comcast.net 

215-837-0878 

 

 

Mr. Lewis,  

 

First I would like to thank you, in advance, for answering the questions that follow 

in reference to the Mayfield development.   As you recall, I posed some of these 

questions at the BOS meeting on 2/22/23, however it was requested that I direct 

them to you through email.   

 

There are two primary issues of concern.  First, the hours of work currently 

allowed and secondly, the building height.  At the meeting 2/23/23, I submitted 

that there are several homes, now constructed, that appear to exceed  the 35 feet  

maximum height allowed by code.  

 

Work Hours 

The work hours were clarified in the document attached (Appendix A).   These  
Preconstruction Meeting minutes were from the  40 minute meeting held 

2/10/22. 

 

The area in question is excerpted below for your convenience:  
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1.​ Have there been any updates to this section of the document regarding 

work hours? 

 

 

2.​ Is it standard operations for Township to allow developers to “work”  6 

days/week from 7AM to 8PM? 

 

 

3.​ For clarity, are  all agents and entities associated with this new development 

(construction, landscaping, and sales personnel) bound to the terms of this 

agreement outlined in these documents?   Are there are exceptions?   

Which entities would this not apply to,  and where is that documented as a 

stipulation? 

 

 

4.​ Consistent with  this excerpt from Appendix A page 7 of these minutes, did 

the township give permanent approval for the Developer to work on 

Saturdays, for 13 hours each Saturday, beginning at 7AM? 

a.​ Who had the authority to approve that on behalf of the township and 

the residents who are most affected?  
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5.​ Is it possible to re-negotiate Saturday hours so that residents are not 

impacted every Saturday for 13 hours?   Could the hours for Saturday be 

changed to 9A – 4P? 

 

6.​  Are you aware that the Mayfield development has had repeated violations 

of these agreed to Work Hours?   If you would like video proof of many of 

these violations, I can provide that to you.   There is a Facebook page for 

Newtown Crossing where these have been posted over time.     

a.​ 1/16/22 - Survey truck making a left out of development, despite 

postings.  – This was posted on the Facebook Newtown Crossing 

page. 

b.​ 8/14/22 – Construction on Sunday of the first model home – There is 

video of this also and you should be able to see this in their labor logs 

as people were clearly paid for their labor.  

c.​ 1/8/23 – Construction equipment working on Sunday again.   Police 

log will prove this.  

d.​ 1/16/23 – Construction on MLK day – also a violation.  Police log 

should prove this.   

e.​ 2/20/23 – President’s Day – In violation, the builders worked the full 

day.  The police were called but either did not come or came without 

stopping the builders 

f.​ 2/21/23 – Builders were working past 8PM in lot 34’s basement.   

 

 

 

7.​  Was anyone in township leadership aware of these violations and has there 

been any action to address the builders to date?  

 

8.​ In the future, since the police did nothing to stop the violations from 

2/20/23 after being called, what should residents do when they witness 

violations of the terms of the agreement?  
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9.​ Now that you are aware of these willful violations, will there be any fines 

levied or action of any kind taken?    

 

a.​ Please see the “overtime inspections” section cited above.  Will there 

be such inspections 

b.​ What is the fine amount? 

c.​ Does that fine go to the Township for general fund purposes, or does 

it go to the HOAs of adjacent developments who were actually 

affected by the violations?  

 

 

10.​Will there be any repercussions for the builder for future violations?  

a.​ Are fines escalating like they are, for example, OSHA violations?   By 

this I mean that your first fine if $5,000.  Repeated violations warrant 

increasingly higher penalties to encourage compliance.   

 

11.​ Will NVHomes be allowed to continue working in their sales office on 

Sundays (violating the agreed to Work Hours), despite the stipulation above 

in Work Hours that does not specifically exempt them?    

 

 

Building Height 

 

 

 

Please be advised that the questions below relate to the following documents 

located in the following Appendices: 

●​ Appendix B : Stipulation and Settlement Agreement – Only the first page 

and the relevant page of this document are presented.   I obtained this from 
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the township office upon request, so I suspect you already have a copy.  

Please note that on the second page of this Appendix, the fourth row from 

the bottom notes that the maximum height allowed is 35 feet. Please 

further note that there are no asterisks that qualify what nor how this 

measure should be made.  

 

●​ Appendix C:  Newtown Area Jointure R2 Codes - Please note the third 

column of this excerpted document specifies the Jointure code that the R2 

single family detached structure has a maximum height of 35 feet.   Again, 

with no asterisk anywhere on this document to suggest any type of 

exemption, this document indicates that  height measurements should 

measure the lowest graded point at the base  of the building to the highest 

point. 

 

 

●​ Appendix D:  Bucks County Planning Commission Memorandum dated 

June 1, 2021.  This document is to the Newtown Township BOS and the 

Planning Commission.  Please note that page 2 specifies maximum building 

height at 35 feet.   Page three specifies 17 waivers and there is no waiver 

noted for building height, thus indicating that the building should be 

measured from the lowest graded point to the building’s highest point. 

 

The following questions regard the height of the newly constructed buildings:   

1.​ Have there been any inspections from the township on the already 

constructed buildings?   

 

2.​ Did the codes officials measure the height of the currently constructed 

buldings?  

 

3.​ Are there inspection reports available for the public to access?  
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4.​ Did the builders apply for a variance for the homes they have constructed if 

they are over 35 feet?   

 

a.​ If yes to above, will the builders continue to be allowed to continue 

to construct homes over 35 feet at will, despite  by the code (see 

multiple references in Appendices) by using variances?  If yes, is there 

no limit to the use of variances?  

 

5.​ What is the plan to address the current buildings constructed if they are 

indeed  in violation over 35 feet?    If there is no plan, why not?  

 

 

6.​ Given the Work Hours violations and, if true, the height violations over 35 

feet,  Is there any plan to fine the developers for violating the codes?   

a.​ If no, why not?  What is the benefit to the township to allow code 

violations to go unchecked?   

b.​ If yes, what will that fine be?   

i.​ Is that fine per violation?  Again, I can provide you video proof 

of many of these violations.   

c.​ Has there been, or will there be, any contact with the developer to 

address any of the above issues.    

 

 

In summary, thank you for taking the time to address these concerns.   I 

appreciate your response.    

 

Respectfully, 

 

Jay McGuigan RN 

215-837-0878 
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Minutes of Pre-Construction Meeting 
9 Pages 
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Stipulation and Settlement Agreement 
2 Pages 
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Newtown Area Jointure R2 Codes 

1 Pages 
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Please note the third column of this excerpted document specifies the Jointure 

code that the R2 single family detached structure has a maximum height of 35 

feet.   Again, there is no asterisk that suggests measurements should not measure 

the lowest point at the base  of the building to the highest point. 
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Bucks County Planning Commission 
Memorandum to Newtown Township BOS and Planning Commission 

June 1, 2021 

4 Pages 
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