
Settler Life  
Post-Activity: Exploring Your Community 

 
 

Brief Synopsis  
The early settlers have shaped the land and in turn have been shaped by it. The footprint left behind 
is evidence of this process. In the following activities, students will view a piece of land and compare 

its value from the perspective of a Native American Indian and a land surveyor. The concept of a 
lasting footprint will continue as students dig into their own history creating a genealogy poster.  

Ages: 4th-8th grade 

Time: 1 hour plus outside classroom time  

Materials: 
●​ “Perspectives and Dividing of the Land” student worksheet 

○​ The worksheet can be found at this link in Lesson 2: 
MNHistoryLandTGuideEp1.pdf - Google Drive  

●​ Topographic map of your community and its surroundings (optional) 
●​ Various poster making supplies 

Vocabulary: 
●​ Natural Resource 
●​ Geography 
●​ Perspectives 
●​ Genealogy 
●​ Human Footprint ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Objectives: 
●​ Students will demonstrate how different perspectives affect what aspects of a landscape people 

will notice, value, and use.  
●​ Students will hypothesize how the division of the land and the different treatments of those 

areas might affect the natural ecosystem. 
●​ Students will research family history and lineage to create a personalized genealogy chart.  

 
Minnesota Academic Standards: 
Language Arts:  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d8Q4fKJS31aidrtkj4YdppzwfLk0O_o4/view


 

 
Activity 1: Perspectives and Dividing Landscapes 

Background: As the settlers moved across the United States in search of a home, they 
encountered new landscapes and new people. However, some of these people were not 
settlers, but natives who had lived on the land for thousands of years. Both parties valued and 
used the land, but in different ways. Native Americans valued the landscape as a complete 
piece viewing the animals, plants and people as interconnected. The surveyors who mapped 
the land and identified its resources valued the landscape for its profitability.   

Procedures: 
1.​ Discuss with the students the relationship between land shape and land use. The physical 

features of an area often determine how the land is used. For example, a grist mill owner 
may see a river as a power source to grind grain. A farmer may see a prairie as a place with 
excellent soil to grow wheat.  

2.​ Distribute the “Perspectives and Dividing Landscapes” worksheet to each student.  
3.​ Once completed, review and discuss the answers as appropriate.  
 
Discussion Questions:  

●​ How do perspectives of the Native Americans and surveyors compare and contrast?  
●​ How might the removal of just one element (e.g, the pine forests) affect the rest of the 

areas?  
●​ Which change do you think had the greatest effect on this imaginary landscape?  
●​ How might an early settler visibly alter the landscape and for what purpose?  
●​ If you could go back and restore some aspect of our landscape, which would it be and 

why?  
 
Extension: Apply the concept learned in this lesson to your own town or community. Some of 
your local businesses and industries exist specifically because of the landscape and natural 
resources of the area. 

1.​ Have the students list the physical geological features of your town or community and 
its surrounding area.  If Eagle Bluff was our example, the feature list would include: small 
creeks, the Root River, limestone bluffs, hardwood forests, natural springs, and oak 
savanna prairie.  

2.​ Divide the students into learning teams of 4 to 5 students.  Each team will determine 
how the community members have utilized the natural resources in your community.  
Students may need to pull information from local newspapers, business owners, and 
public officials.  Again, using Eagle Bluff as our example: the Root River is used as a trout 
hatchery and tourist venue for fishing and boating.  The prairie has been turned to 
productive farmland.  The hardwood forest is harvested for its lumber.  A quarry has 
been built to extract the limestone from the bluffs.  
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3.​ Once the information is gathered, the student will create a community advertisement 
poster or flier to attract future business owners to the area. This advertisement should 
highlight the unique features of the area and how the resources can be utilized.  

4.​ Lead a class discussion about the “human footprint” left behind from the decisions and 
actions of your community. Keep in mind that footprints can have both a positive and 
negative impact on the environment and its community members.  

 
Discussion Questions: 

●​ How has your community been shaped by the land? In turn, how has the land shaped or 
affected your community?  

●​ Is it possible for humans to live without affecting their landscape? Why or why not?  
●​ What is your reaction to the following quote? “We abuse the land because we regard it as 

a commodity belonging to us. When we see the land as a community to which we belong, 
we may begin to use it with love and respect.” - Aldo Leopold 
 

 
Activity 2: Trace Your Ancestry 

Background: Just as humans leave a footprint on the environment, families leave a footprint 
from one generation to the next.  Who we are: our values, family traditions, religious beliefs, 
occupations, home location, political stand, and so forth, are often carried on by family 
members. Tracing your family’s history or genealogy opens the door to a better understanding 
of your past and how the past has influenced who you are today. 

Procedures:  
1.​ Students should be encouraged to find out as much about their family members as 

possible. Avenues in which to do so may include: photo albums, cemeteries, diaries, 
church directories, and one on one interviews.  

2.​ Students can then create a poster of a family tree (or some other format) that could 
include information such as:  

a.​ Full name 
b.​ Date and place of birth 
c.​ Date and place of death 
d.​ Occupation  
e.​ Additional information such as: education, religion, ethnic origin, traditions, 

hobbies, or skills.  
 
Discussion Questions: 

●​ What information did you find most interesting during your research?  
●​ Were you able to trace back to the time when a family member immigrated to 

America? If so, what country did they come from and where did they settle?  
●​ What family traditions have continued for at least three generations?  
●​ How many family members have you met on your family tree?  
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●​ Share with the class one aspect of your life that has been influenced by your ancestors.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Teacher Tips 

1.​ The Minnesota: A History of the Land curriculum provides additional classroom 
activities and supplemental materials. A link to the website can be found in the 
Additional Resources section below.  

2.​ For Activity 1 Extension, you may also divide students into research groups to focus on 
one specific natural resource of your community and how it might be utilized.  

3.​ Using a topographic map or aerial photograph of your community will help students 
determine the geological features of the area.  

 
Additional Resources:  

●​ https://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/history-of-the-land/  
○​ This site contains multiple lesson plans for teachers with additional 

information and student activities. The “Perspectives and Dividing 
Landscapes” student worksheet (and an answer key) can be found in the first 
lesson plan Ordering the Land.  

●​ About the Farms - Living History Farms Urbandale, Iowa (lhf.org)  
○​ This site provides additional information about how homes and lifestyles in the 

midwest changed from the 1700s to the 1900s.  
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