Tinh Nghia Thay Tro My-Viét
Lam Vinh-Thé

Toi xuat than 1a mot nha giao, va, di nhién, trwdc khi tré thanh mét ngudi théy,
t6i cling da tirng la moét ngwdi hoc trd nhw tat cd moi ngudi cé di hoc. Dbi voi toi,
chuyén tinh nghia thay trd la mét trong nhixng chuyén quan trong trong cudc ddi cla
mot con nguwdi. Toi da tirng viét kha nhiéu vé tinh nghia thay trd Viét Nam trong nhirng
nadm qua.l” # 3 Bai viét nay ghi lai ky niém tinh nghia thay trd My-Viét ma trong do toi
dong vai hoc tro. Tinh nghia nay v6 cung sau dam ma tron cudc ddi nay toi cling sé
khéng bao gi¢r cé thé quén duoc.

Hai Nam Du Hoc Tai Hoa Ky

Nam 1970, t6i dang day hoc tai Trwéng Trung Hoc Kiéu Mau Thu Bulc
(THKMTD) thi chuyén sang lam céng tac thw vién mét cach tinh c&. Cho dén ngay
hém nay t6i van nghi rang dé |a mot nga ré bat ngd va may méan trong doi t6i.1! Mot
ndm sau, thang 8-1971, qua khé wéc (contract) ky két gitba USAID (United States
Agency for International Development = Co Quan Phét Trién Quéc Té cta Hoa Ky) va
Trwdng Pai Hoc Sw Pham Sai Gon (BPHSPSG), t6i nhan dwoc hoc b6ng cta USAID di
My, theo hoc nganh Thuw Vién Hoc (Library Science) tai Trwdng Thw Vién Hoc cla Vién
Pai Hoc Syracuse (School of Library Science, Syracuse University) tai thanh phé
Syracuse, thudc tiéu bang New York. Thang 5-1973, téi tét nghiép v&i bang Cao Hoc
vé Thw Vién Hoc (Master of Library Science = M.L.S.) va 1én dwdng vé nwdc phuc vu
trong nganh thw vién cda Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Chinh trong thoi gian hai nam nay, toi
da voé cung may man nhan dwoc sy dao tao rat tan tinh cda vi An Sw ngudi My la Gido
Sw Pauline Atherton Cochrane. Mbi quan hé thay tro gitra t6i va GS Cochrane da
khéng chdm dt sau khi t6i roi Trwdng Syracuse thang 5-1973 ma con tiép dién mai
cho dén ngay hdm nay, ndm 2017, khi tdi da 76 tudi va ba Cochrane da 88 tudi.

Mot vai diéu vé vi An Sw

Khi t6i hoc tai Trwdng Syracuse (1971-1973) thi GS Cochrane, luc d6 con mang
tén la Pauline A. Atherton (vé sau khi lap gia dinh v&i GS Cochrane cung day tai Vién
Pai Hoc Syracuse ba méi dbi tén thanh Pauline Atherton Cochrane), da la mot Gido Sw
vé Thu Vién va Théng Tin Hoc néi tiéng ctia Hoa Ky rdi. Luc dé ba dang la Cha Tich
cua Ho6i Thong Tin Hoc Hoa Ky, nhiém ky 1970-1971 (President, ASIS = American
Society for Information Science).



Hinh Giao Sw Pauline Atherton Cochrane chup nam 2011

Lac d6 ba da dat dén cip bac Professor (trong hé théng dai hoc & Béc My--Hoa
Ky va Canada--cap gido sw gébm co6 ba bac: Assistant Professor, Associate Professor,
va Full Professor hay chi goi tat |a Professor). Ba da la mot khudén mét Ién trong nganh,
v&i rat nhiéu cdng trinh nghién ciru néi tiéng, va mét sw nghiép trudc tac dé s6 gébm rat
nhiéu sach (k& ca gido khoa va nghién ctru) va hang tram bai bao trong céac tap chi
chuyén mén cia Anh-My. Ngoai viéc giang day tai Hoa Ky, ba cling da tirng la Gido Sw
Thinh Giang (Visiting Professor) ctia nhiéu dai hoc tai nhiéu nwéc trén thé gi¢i nhw
Canada, Uc, An Do, va mét s6 qubc gia Au Chau nhw Anh Québc, Thuy Pién. Do do,
khéng nhirng ndi tiéng tai Hoa Ky, ba ciing dwoc ngwéng mé tai rat nhiéu nwéc trén thé
gi&i, va vi thé ba ciing da dwoc bau vao chirc vu Phé Chi Tlch cla Lién Hiép Qubc Té
Cac H6i Thu Vién (Vice-President, International Federation of Library Associations =
IFLA)

Quan hé thay tro khi téi dang hoc tai Trwong Syracuse

Téi c6 may mén lén la dwoc ba nhan lam gido sw hwéng dan ngay tir khi buéc
chan vao trwdng (luc doé trwdng con mang tén la School of Library Science, dén ndm
1974 thi mé&i dbi tén thanh School of Information Studies ma trwdng van con gitr mai
cho dén ngay hém nay; Trang Web cta Trwong tai dia chi Internet sau day:
https://ischool.syr.edu/). Ba cé cho biét ly do 1a vi da dwoc Gido sw Khoa Trudng chi
dinh ba dam nhan viéc d6 va da cho ba cho xem hd so cua t6i do USAID g&i vé ndi rd
la theo ké hoach da duoc théa thuan gitra USAID va Truéng PHSPSG thi sau khi hoc
xong vé nuwéc téi sé b trach nhiém thanh lap Ban Thw Vién Hoc cho DPHSPSG, va dé
sé 14 Ban Thw Vién Hoc dau tién cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa (VNCH). Chinh vi thé, ngay
tr dau ba da cé ké hoach nham dao tao t6i khong phai chi thanh mét quan tha phu
trach quan tri thw vién ma hwéng nhiéu hon vé viéc tré thanh mét gido sw gidng day
nganh thu vién hoc. Ngay tir hoc ky dau tién (Mua Thu 1971 = Fall Semester 1971), ba
da hwdng dan tdi ghi danh hoc mét gido trinh vé phwong phap nghién cteu. Ba ciing
hdi t&i sau nay thich gidng day vé chuyén nganh ndo trong thw vién hoc va téi da cho
ba biét 1a t6i thich day vé chuyén nganh bién muc (Cataloging). Do dé ba da huéng
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dan t6i hoc kha nhiéu gido trinh vé chuyén nganh nay. Cé thé nai 1a trong sbé cac (rng
vién ma USAID da chon va g di hoc tai Hoa Ky vé& nganh thw vién, khéng c6 mot
nguwdi nao hoc nhiéu vé Cataloging nhw t6i cd. Trwdc sau, téi da hoc tt ca 3 gido trinh
vé chuyén nganh Bién Muc: 1) LSC 503: Organization of Information Resources; 2)
LSC 624: Special Problems in Cataloging; va, 3) LSC 630: Advanced Topics in
Organization of Information Resources. Trong 3 gido trinh nay thi 2 gido trinh 503 va
630 do chinh ba phu trach giang day. Ciing chinh trong hoc ky ma t6i theo hoc giao
trinh 630 d6, ba d4 giup téi thwee hién dwoc mét diéu chwa tieng xay ra tai trurong
Syracuse, ma c6 thé ciing rat hiém xay ra tai cdc vién dai hoc khdc tai Hoa Ky. D6
la viéc ba da can thiép va thanh céng dé t6i dwoc theo hoc mét gido trinh chi danh cho
sinh vién dang hoc tién si: dé 1a gido trinh LSC 998 Readings and Research in Library
Science, la gido trinh cudi cuing trong hoc trinh ctia bac tién si véi LSC 999 danh cho
luan van tién si (PhD dissertation). Trong I&p hoc cho LSC 998 chi cé 5 sinh vién, t6i
va 4 nguwoi niva, 1 nir va 3 nam. Téi con nh¢ ngwoi nik sinh vién dé la mot cd gai ngudi
An Do, tén la Kalpana Dasgupta, vé sau c6 mot thoi gian (1983-1995) la Thuw Vién
Trwdng cha Thu Vién Qudc Gia An Do dat tai thanh phd Kolkata (tht d6 cta tiéu bang
West Bengal, ngay xwa mang tén 1a Calcutta). Trong subt hoc ky, méi tuan, 5 nguoi
sinh vién chang téi thay phién nhau méi nguwdi thuyét trinh vé mot dé tai va sau do tat
cd moi ngwdi ngudi thdo luan dudi sw diéu hop ciia GS Atherton. Chung téi phai doc
rat nhiéu sach do GS Atherton tuyén chon tly theo dé tai ma chung toi tw chon véi sy
hwéng dan cta ba. Trong I&p danh cho gido trinh LSC 630 ma t6i theo hoc véi ba,
phuwong phap giang day cta ba ciing dat trén can ban tw hoc va thao luan. Méi tuan ba
dwa ra mét danh sach cac chwong sach va bai bao vé mét dé tai cho chang t6i doc
trwdc, khi dén 1&p thi ba néu van dé d& moi ngudi thdo luan, gép y dwa trén nhirng gi
minh da doc truwdc trong tudn. Nho vay, nhirng gi chung tdi thu nhan dwoc tr Ip hoc
la do ching toi tw tim ra dwéi sw huéng dan clha ba. Cubdi khoa cling hoan toan khéng
c6 ky thi final exam kiéu binh thwdng nhw cac gido sw day cac gido trinh trwédc, ma theo
16i dw &n (project). Ba dwa ra mét danh sach cac chd dé thudc trong pham vi hoc tap
cla gido trinh cho chung téi chon. Sau khi chon xong chu dé réi thi mbi ngudi tw dét ra
cho minh mét bang cau héi (t6i thiéu la 20, va tbi da la 50) va viét ra cau tra |&i cho
tirng cau hdi v&i ghi chi ddy da vé tai liéu da st dung dé tra | cau héi d6. Do do, that
sy ma ndi, thwc hién xong dy an, chang t6i hiéu biét va hoan toan ndm virng cac van
dé trong ndi dung cla gido trinh ma ba mudn truyén dat cho ching téi. V&i kién thire
vé sw pham ma téi da co6 dwoc qua thdi gian 3 nam hoc & trwong PHSPSG
(1960-1963), va qua kinh nghiém 8 nam day hoc (1963-1971), t6i that sy nhan ra tinh
t6i wu clia phwong phap gidng day ctia GS Atherton.

Trén binh dién ca nhan, GS Atherton that sw la moét ngudi rat binh di, cdi mé va
hoan toan dé gan gli. Ba dbi x(r v&i tat cd cac sinh vién véi chan tinh, luén luén chiu
kho bd thi gior gép g& va lang nghe y kién cla chung t6i, va tim moi cach chi dan, gitp
d& chung t6i trong cac chuyén lo 1dng va nhu cau riéng tw clia chung téi. C6 thé noi ba
la mét mau nguwdi thiy Iy twédng: khéng nhirng tim cach hay nhit dé truyén dat kién
thirc cho mén sinh ma con luén ludn dé tam lo I&ng va chdm séc cho mén sinh cia
minh trong moi viéc. T6i s& dé& cap dén khia canh th(r hai nay trong cac phan sau cla
bai viét nay. Do do, ba ludn ludbn mé rong clra nha ba dé dén tiép cac sinh vién xa nha,



xa xt, can mdt chat hoi &m tinh gia dinh trong cac dip cudi tuan hay ngay 1&. Téi van
con nhé dip L& Ta On (Thanksgiving) nam 1972 tai nha ba. Cung v&i cac ban sinh vién
ngoai qudc, t6i da dwoc ba dai cho &n cac mén an truyén thdng ctia Hoa Ky: ga tay duc
|6 an v&i cranberry sauce va, di nhién, ca moén trang miéng la pumpkin pie; ngoai 2 mén
truyén théng nay ba ciing dai ludn cd moén ma chinh ba réat thich [a mén Boston clam
chowder. Va ba ciing khéng ngan ngai nhan I&i mei ctia hoc trd dén nha ho &n com.
Téi cling d& c6 mot 1an mai ba dén cdn apartment nhé bé ma t6i va vai ngudi ban cung
thué chung thwdng thirc “tai ndu an” cia bon t6i qua mén phé nhw tAm anh sau day:

T trai qua: tac gia, GS Atherton, cd Kalpana Dasgupta, va anh Nguyén Hiru Tri
cua Trwong Vo Bi Da Lat

Gitra thang 5-1973, sau |& t6t nghiép, t6i dang chuan bi hanh Iy 1én duong vé
nudc thi ba goi téi dén trwéng gap ba tai phong lam viéc clia ba. Téi hoan toan ngac
nhién khi biét dwoc muc tiéu ctia cudc gdp gé nay: ba khuyén téi dirng voi vé nuwéc lic
do, hay & lai tiép tuc hoc 1&n bac tién si, ba sé& van déng dé 14y hoc bdng cho t6i & lai
hoc va trong th&i gian nay thi toi s& lam phu ta gidng day cho ba, ba day Iy thuyét va t6i
sé lo phan thwc hanh cla sinh vién cho gido trinh LSC 503. Luc d6 téi méi that sw hiéu
ré tai sao ba da hét strc cb6 géng van dong dé cho t6i dwoc nha trwérng cho phép hoc
gido trinh 998. Téi cdm on ba rat nhiéu nhwng tr chdi khéng nhan, vién ly do 13 gitra
USAID va Chinh phii VNCH da c6 théa thuan vé viéc ap dung chinh sach &ng vién chi
dwoc hoc mot bang cdp ma théi (one-degree policy), hoc xong thi phai vé nwéc, khdng
c6 chuyén & lai hoc luén bang cap th(r nhi. Nghe téi néi vay thi ba cudi va néi tiép la
chuyén dé dé ba lo, tdi khong can phai lo. Téi thay tir chdi theo hwéng ly 1& d6 coi bd
khéng xong rdi nén chuyén hwéng sang tinh cdm, t6i néi mong ba théng cam cho t6i xa
nha da 2 nam roi, rat nhd vo con, gia dinh, va lai can vé nwéc lam viéc dé lay kinh



nghiém rdi 2 ndm sau sé tré qua hoc tiép. Lan nay coi bd c6 két qua tét hon vi ba cod
vé dam chiéu, suy nghi, va sau cung ba khuyén téi trén duwéng vé nuwéc thi nén ghé An
Do 6 thang dé tap sw tai Documentation Research and Training Centre tai thanh phé
Bengalore rat ndi tiéng do Tién si S.R. Ranganathan thiét lap. S& di ba Atherton dé
nghi chuyén nay la vi ly do nhw sau. TS Ranganathan la cha dé cua nganh thw vién
hoc hién dai cia An Do, nguoi da tao ra Phuwong Phap Phan Loai Hai Cham (Colon
Classification) rat ndi tiéng. Trong thoi gian theo hoc gido trinh LSC 998 t6i d& nghién
ctru va thuyét trinh tai I&p vé dé tai nay, va, trong nam 1972, t6i ciing chinh la nguwdi dai
dién cho sinh vién cta Trworng Thw Vién Hoc Syracuse doc dién van nhan dip Truwong
td chirc L& Twdng Niém TS Ranganathan khi 6ng qua d&i. Lac do téi nghi trong bung
(ché khéng dam néi ra) nhu sau: & lai My dé hoc tién si minh con khoéng chiu thi di qua
An D6 6 thang lam chi. Thé la toi lai tiép tuc n&n ni xin ba ddng y dé cho tdi vé nuwéc vi
nh& vo con qué rdi, sau nay khi tré qua hoc xong tién si thi toi s& xin nghe 1&i ba ghé lai
do 6 thang. T&i d6 thi GS Atherton biét 1a khéng thé nao thuyét phuc téi dwoc niva roi
nén ba danh chép thuan dé cho t6i vé VN. Sau nay, ngh lai t6i hoan toan y thirc 13 t6i
da danh méat co hdi dé tré thanh vj tién si dau tién clta Viét Nam vé nganh thu vién hoc
nhung tdi hoan toan khéng héi han vi nhd quyét dinh vé nwédc thang 5-1973, ti da co
co hdi phuc vu cho viéc phat trién nganh thw vién cho VNCH trong 2 nam 1973-1975, !
va, trén hét, t6i da cé co hdi lam tron nhiém vu ctia mét dra con lic me t6i qua doi vao
thang 7-1979 tai Viét Nam.

Quan hé thay tro sau khi vé nwéc 1973-1981

Cubi thang 5-1973 t6i vé& dén Sai Gon va dbi dién véi mét thwe té co hoi phi
phang: Truéng PHSPSG khong chiu thi hanh khé wéc da ky két véi USAID 1a thanh 1ap
Ban Thw Vién Hoc va vi vay khong co Iy do gi d& nhan téi vao Ban Gidng Huén cua
Trwdng. Téi van tiép tuc phuc vu tai Thw vién ctia Trudng THKMTD.

Ngay 3-2-1974, tai Dai H6i Thwong Nién cta HOi Thw Vién Viét Nam (HTVVN),
t6i dwoc bau vao chirc vu Cha Tich Ban Chap Hanh ctia Ho6i.®! Véi sy tai tro manh mé
clia Co Quan Van Hoéa A Chau (The Asia Foundation), va véi nd lyc Ién lao ctia Ban
Chép Hanh, HTVVN da thyc hién dwoc mot chwong trinh phat trién nganh thw vién rat
thanh cong, tao ra duoc tiéng vang tét cho Hai, véi két qua cao nhirt 1a viéc Vién Dai
Hoc Van Hanh chip nhan thanh Iap Ban Thw Vién Hoc thudc Phan Khoa Van Hoc va
Khoa Hoc Nhan Van va tuyén nhiém t6i lam GS Trwédng Ban. Day la Ban Thw Vién Hoc
dao tao cép c nhan dau tién ctia VNCH. T4t ca nhirng thanh qua nay t6i déu thong
bdo day du cho GS Atherton. Ba rat ming, va thédng bao lai cho cac gido sw va sinh
vién qua ban tin ndi bd cua treong.

Dau nam 1975, tai Pai Hoi Thueng Nién clia HTVVN, téi tai dac ctr chire vu Chi
Tich nhiém ky 1975. Nhan dwoc tin nay, GS Atherton rat vui mirng va thédng béo cho t6i
mot tin vui 1a ba da van ddong dwoc mot ngan khodn dé cho toi c6 thé di dw hoi nghi
thwdng nién cta IFLA sé td chirc vao Hé 1975, va yéu cau téi chuan bj mot bai thuyét
trinh vé nhitng phat trién m&i vé thw vién cia VNCH va HTVVN. Chuyén vui nay da
khéng bao gi® xay ra vi bién cb 30-4-1975.



Sau bién c6 bi thdm nay, lién hé cta t6i va GS bi cat dut. Toi chap nhan sb
mang cGa minh va nghi rdng t6i va GS Atherton s& chang bao glo’ con cé dip gap lai
nhau nira. Vé sau nay, khi da dinh cu tai Canada, t&i méi duwoc biét vé nhung c0 gang
clia ba trong viéc do tim tin tlrc cua t6i tai cac co quan va trai ty nan & Hoa Ky trong
thdi gian 1975-1976. Sau cung soi day lién lac gitra hai thay tro t6i dwoc ndi lai trong
mot hoan canh vo cung bat ngd suyt lam téi bi ding tim luén. Mot budi chiéu thang
5-1979, c6 thé sau 7 gi® tdi vi t6i nhé 1a trong nha da com nwéc xong, t6i nhan dwoc
mét blrc dién tin. Ngw®i mang bire dién dén 1a ngudi phat thw quen thudc cta gia dinh
t6i, tr may ndm qua van mang dén nha t6i nhirng thw tir, cé khi la dién tin, tv Canada
do Anh Tuw t6i g&i v&. Mbi lan nhw vay t6i déu g&i cho dng 4y mot it tién d& cam on,
nhd vay lién hé gilra toi va éng 8y réat tbt, va vi vay khi co dién tin thi bat ké thdi gian,
6ng 4y luén ludn mang dén nha cho téi lién. Lan nay cling nhuw moi 1an, téi cling g&i
cho dng 4y mét it tién. Phan (rng dau tién cla t6i 1a cling nghi la dién tin tv Canada
ctia Anh Tw t6i. Khi mé& blre dién ra doc thi luc dau tdi rat ngac nhién, vui mirng va vo
cung cam dong vi birc dién tin la do GS Atherton gtvi, bén du&i c6 ky tén ré rang chiv
Pauline, ndi dung cho biét la GS Khoa Trwéng cla Trwdng Thw Vién Hoc thudc Vién
Dai Hoc Syracuse sé can thiép dé mang t6i va gia dinh ra khoi Viét Nam. Sy vui mirng
khéng kéo dai dwoc bao 1au vi sau do khi suy nghi thém téi cam thay rat lo s¢. Thoi
gian do, Viét Nam va My van con 1a hai nwéc thu dich, hoan toan khéng cé bang giao,
va Viét Nam lai con dang bi My cAm van. Dinh liu dén My rat dé bi chup mii la “xja” va
& tu nhw choi. Dém d6 tdi suy nghi nhiéu va sang hém sau t6i quyét dinh ra bwu dién
Sai Gon dé givi ngay cho GS Atherton mét birc dién yéu ciu ba bao lai véi Trwong la
khéng nén lién hé truc tiép voi tdi va moi viéc nén lién hé qua Anh Tw t6i & Canada.
Sau nay, vao nam 1991, khi t6i gap lai GS Atherton 14n dau, t6i da ké lai chuyén nay,
néi rd ly do va xin 16i GS vé cai birc dién cla t6i, ba cwdi va noéi “tao phai xin 16i may
méi dung, tao dau cé6 ngo suyt nira lam may bi heart attack réi,” va thay tro toi
dwoc mot tran cuwdi vui. Sau doé ba néi cho téi biét, mot thdi gian sau khi nhan dwoc
brc dién tin cla téi, ba da lién hé dwoc véi Anh Tw téi va dwoc Anh Tw tdi cho biét
dang tién hanh lam tha tuc bao 1anh cho gia dinh tdi sang Canada. Ba yén tam va bao
ngay cho GS Khoa Truéng Trwong Thw Vién Syracuse |a tdi da cd phwong tién dé ra
khdi Viét Nam réi. Sau do6 ba tiép tuc gilr lién hé thworng xuyén véi Anh Tw tdi nén
chinh Anh Tw t&i d& b&o cho ba biét tin vui la t6i da dén Canada roi.

Quan hé thay tro tai lap sau thang 9-1981

Gia dinh t6i dén Montréal, Canada vao ngay 23-9-1981. Sau moét thoi gian ngan,
vi chwa tim dwoc viéc lam chuyén mon, t6i tam thdi lam cong viéc lao déng trong mot
kho hang & Montréal, lam ca tbi, tlr 4 gi& chiéu dén 12 gi®& dém, véi thu lao & 4 d6 la 25
xu mot gio. M6t budi sang, téi nhan duoc dién thoai va ming vo cung Vi nguoi goi
chinh 1a GS Atherton tir My goi qua. Sau khi bay té sw vui mirng vé viéc t6i da dén
dwoc Canada va hdi tham stre khde va gia canh cla toi, ba bao téi: “Thé o, kién thirc
cta may da bi 16i thoi réi, may can phai di hoc lai dé ném dwoc quy tic bién muc
méi va viéc dp dung computer trong nganh bién muc, néu khéng may khéng lam
viéc dwoc dau.” Toi trd |61 GS, cho biét t6i mudn di hoc Idm nhwng hién nay chwa cé
phwong tién, mirc lwong kiém dwoc chi di dé nudi gia dinh théi. Ba noi ngay: “May
dirng lo vu dé. Sdang mai may ctr dén Trwong Thw Vién cda Pai Hoc McGill, vao
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gdp 6ng Khoa Trwéng, 6ng ay sé sap xép cho may.” Sang hom sau, theo dung |&i
dan cla ba, t6i dén van phong GS Khoa Trudng Truéng Thu Vién McGill, gap ¢ thw
ky, ndi tén téi va xin gap 6ng Khoa Trwdng. Co6 thw ky néi ngay la 6ng Khoa Trudng
dang che tdi va moi tdi vao gdp ngay. Sau dé 6ng Khoa Truwéng cho biét da dan xép
xong cho t6i hoc mét gido trinh vé& Bién Muc S&r Dung May Dién Toan (Computerized
Cataloging) vé&i Gido Sw John Leidi, méi tuan 3 gi®, hoc trong hai ngay, Thi Hai va Thiy
Tw, mdi ngay tlr 1:00 gid dén 2:30 gid trwa. Néu khéng phai 1a do chinh GS Atherton
dich than gi®i thiéu (va déng hoc phi luén cho t6i) va dwoc GS Khoa Trwéng chap
thuan, thi khéng thé nao cé chuyén vao hoc ngang xwong nhuw vay duoc, vi hoc ky Mua
Thu dé (Fall Semester 1981) da bat dau gan mét thang roi.

Puwoc viéc 1am chuyén mén dau tién

Trong th&i gian may thang troi theo hoc & McGill t6i da g&i gan 80 don xin viéc
tai cac thw vién trong tinh bang Québec ctia Canada va chi dwoc goi di phdng van c6
mot 1an tai thw vién céng cdng clta thanh phd Hull, nhung khéng dwoc nhan. Gidra
thang 3-1982, t6i thdy dan trén bang théng bao vé viéc lam cta Truwéng McGill mot
manh gidy rat nhé cat ra tr mot t& bao nao do, vé mot cong viéc lam hop dong
(contract job) tai thanh phé Ottawa (thti d6 ctia Canada). Téi lién g&i don, va dd mot
tudn sau thi t6i dwoc goi I1én Ottawa phdng van va tdi dwoc nhan. V&i cdng viéc lam
nay, téi dwoc tra lwong 21.000 d6 la / nam. To6i sé la Trwdng Toan (Team Leader) cho
mot Toan gébm cé 3 nguwdi: t6i la Team Leader, 1 c6 Junior Librarian (méi tét nghiép
MLS), va 1 cd Library Technician (t6t nghiép dai hoc cong ddng 2 nam). Céng viéc cla
Toan la chuyén dbi cac thé thw muc (catalog card) clia cac tap chi thanh cac thé dién t
(trong nghé goi cai dw an nay la mét serials conversion project), st dung mét hé théng
tw déng hdéa danh cho thw vién mang tén la UTLAS (University of Toronto Library
Automation System). Néu khéng theo hoc gido trinh do GS John Leidi phu trach tai Dai
Hoc McGill & Montréal thi tdi khéng thé ndo ddm nhan ndi cong viéc nay. Luc ngdi trén
xe buyt tr& vé Montréal, t6i cdm t& tuan bao Time dé doc cho qua thi gi®, nhung thu
that tdi khdng hiéu gi hét vé bai bao, vi lic do, hén via t6i bay bdng, dau 6c t6i khéng
tap trung duoc vi t6i mirng qua. Vé sau nay, tdi con nhan dwoc nhiéu cong viéc lam
khac va véi lwong cao hon gdp méy 1an sb lwong 21.000/ ndm d6 nhuwng tdi khdng cé
mirng nhw cdi 1an nay. Cac ban thir twdng twong coi t6i dang lam céng viéc lao dong
chan tay v&i lwong 4,25 dé /gi¢, néu tinh ra thi lwong nam sé 1a khoang 8.500 d6 / nam
(4,25 x 2000 gi> 1 nam = 8.500), dung mét cai lwong tang |én hon gap ddi, bao toi
khéng “mirng hét I&n” sao dwoc. Mirng hon niva 1a v&i cong viéc nay tir day tdi sé co
thé tr& vé nghé nghiép chuyén mén cia minh, khéng con phai lao dong chan tay nang
nhoc va cwc khd nira. Va that dung nhuw vay, sau céng viéc lam hop déng nay, chi kéo
dai duang 1 ndm, tr ngay 1-4-1982 dén hét ngay 31-3-1983, toi tiép tuc lam nhiéu cong
viec hop dbéng khac tai Ottawa, cho dén khi t6i dwoc nhan lam Bién Muc Vién
(Cataloger), mot cong viéc lam thuwong truc (permanent job) dau tién vao thang 8-1984,
véi Co Quan An Toan Lao Bong ctia Canada (Canadian Centre for Occupational Health
and Safety (CCOHS) = Centre canadien d’hygiene et de sécurité au travail (CCHST))
ctia Chinh phu lién bang Canada tai thanh phé Hamilton, thudc tinh bang Ontario. Nhw
vay, rd rang la coéng viéc lam hop dong dau tién tai Ottawa ké trén chinh la chia khoéa
gilp t6i m& dwoc canh clra dé bwdc vao thé gi¢i ciia nhivng nguwdi lam cdng tac
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chuyén mon tai Canada. Cong viéc lam hop dong déu‘ tién do, s& d t6i c6 dwoc, nhw
sé dwoc trinh bay chi tiet ré rang bén dwéi day, mot phan rat Ién la nho sy giup dé cua
GS Atherton.

Trwde hét, néu khong co sw tan tinh gitp d& vé moi mat (ngay ca déng hoc phi
cho téi luén) ctia GS Atherton, t6i d& khong thé cé co hdi di hoc gido trinh rat can thiét
do tai Trwo’ng Thw Vién cta Dai Hoc McGill. Néu t6i khéng hoc dwoc gido trinh nay toi
sé khong thé nao lam dwoc cong tac chuyén mén ma cai cong viéc hop dong nay doi
hdi. Hon nira, néu téi khéng cé mat & McGill hdm dé tdi sé khéng bao gi® biét vé cong
viéc hop dong nay. Ngoai ra, néu khéng co cai thw gi¢i thiéu (Ietter of reference) hét
strc dac biét cia GS Atherton, anh huwdng r4t manh 1&n quyét dinh cGa ngu®i da phéng
van t6i, thi cling khong chéc gi tdi da dwoc nhan, vi luc do téi hoan toan chwa c6 mét
kinh nghlem nao vé céng viéc chuyen mén nay tai Canada ca. Day |a may cau cé
tac dung rat manh trong ndi dung cla cai Letter of Reference ma GS Atherton da viét:
‘... He was, without doubt, one of the top ten or twenty students | have had in
twenty-five years of teaching... There is no doubt in my mind that Lam Vinh The
could hold any professional library position for which he applied. With a little
in-service training and reading he should be able to bring himself up to speed. |
have every confidence of that.” (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Khéng nghi
ngo gi ca, anh 4y da timg la mét trong mwdi hay hai muoi sinh vién gidi nhit trong hai
muwoi Iam nam day hoc cua téi... Khéng c6 mét chat nghi ngor nao trong suy nghi cua téi
la L4m Vinh Thé c6 thé ddm nhén bét clr céng viéc chuyén mén nao vé thw vién ma
anh &y ndp don. Chi cdn mét it huén luyén tai ché va doc thém téi liéu thi anh 8y sé
nhanh chéng nédm duwoc céng tac. Téi hoan toan tin tuéng nhw vay.” (Xin doc toan van
brc thw trong Phu Binh B). Chéc chan bét ci ngucyl nao phu trach céng tac tuyén lya
nhan vién ma doc cac cau nay cling déu sé bj an twong vé ngwoi xin viéc. Trong
tredng hop nay cla tbi thi toi lai dwgc thém mot diéu may man nira: do la ba Joyce
McKintosh, Phé Giam Bbc Thu Vién Trung Uong ctia B6 Canh Néng ciia Chinh phu
lién bang Canada tai thi d6 Ottawa, ngw®i dirng ra phéng van toi, lai la mot nguoi rat
nguwdng md GS Atherton, nén khi doc nhitng dong chi trén ba da bi &n twong rat manh
vé t6i, va vi vay ba da bd qua, khong xét dén cai chuyén t6i chwa cé kinh nghiém lam
viéc tai Canada, va da dé dang nhan toi.

Nhan dwoc sach ctia An Sw

Nam 1985 c6 mét vai sy kién dang ghi nh& trong doi téi. B6 la nam gia dinh téi
thi dau ky thi nhap quéc tich va tré thanh céng dan Canada; d6 ciing la ndm ma t6i, qua
mot cudc dy tuyén, tré thanh Manager phu trach Ban Bién Muc (gom tat ca 11 nhan
vién) cua co quan CCOHS, va sau d6 duwgc moi lam Giang vién (ban thoi gian) clia
Chwong Trinh Dao Tao Nhan Vién Trung Cép vé Thw Vién cta Truwéng Dai Hoc Cong
DPéng Mohawk (Library Technician Program, Mohawk College) tai thanh phé Hamilton,
tinh bang Ontario. Toéi nhanh chéong théng bao cho GA Atherton nhirng tin vui nay, ba
ra4t mirng cho t6i va ba da géi biéu t6i mot quyén sach mai xuat ban cla ba voi 1o dé
tang nhuw sau:



For one of my very best students,
Lam Vinh The.
May you succeed in your
adopted county and
in your

chosen profession

Loi dé tang chia GS Atherton



Redesign of

Catalogs and Indexes
for improved Online
Subject Access:

Selected Papers of
Pauline A.Cochrane

by Pauline Atherton Cochrane

'\?f' ORYX PRESS
4" 1985

Hinh trang nhan dé ctia quyén sach dé ting

Quyén sach, do nha Oryx Press xuét ban nam 1985, tap hop mot sb bai viét
chon loc cua GS Atherton tg’ nam 1961 cho dén nam 1984, ghi lai nhirng dong gop I&n
lao cua GS vao sy phat trién cda nganh théng tin — thw vién tai Bac My. R rang, ba
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mudn t6i 6n lai nhirng diéu tdi da hoc hdi dwoc q’é chuér) bi di vao nhitng budc phat
trién mé&i cla nganh thc‘;pg tin - thw vién. Toi da hét stre cO gang hoc héi, trau doi thém
kien thire chuyén mén dé khéng phu long ba.

Thay tro gap lai nhau sau gan 20 nam

Mac du da lién lac lai v&i nhau ttr cudi ndm 1981, Iuc tdi moi sang Canada, toi
chi that sw gap lai GS Atherton vao nam 1991. Ly do duy nhirt 14 vi trong subt thdi gian
10 nam do (1981-1991), ba khong cé mit & Hoa Ky nhidu, vi, Itc d6 ba da nghf huu &
Pai Hoc Syracuse va cung véi phu quan cta ba, GS Cochrane, séng va lam viéc tai
nhiéu nwéc & Chau A va Chau Pai Duong, noi GS Cochrane dang phuc vu véi tw cach
la mot cb van ciia USAID. Mai dén nam 1991, sau khi da chia tay véi GS Cochrane, ba
quyét dinh tr& vé séng tai My. Ba mua mdt biét thw rat Ién gan bo bién & tiéu bang
Maryland va t6i m&i coé dip sang My gép lai ba. Cudc gdp gé& nay gitra hai thay tro
chang t6i, that ra, dau phai chi 1a sau 10 nam, ma dung ra 1a dén 18 nam vi lan cudi
cung t6i gap ba chinh ra 1a vao thang 5-1973 khi t6i vira hoc xong va sap stra vé nudec.
Ca hai thdy trd déu xuc déng, va cé qua nhiéu chuyén dé ké cho nhau nghe, nhung roi,
qua cau chuyén xoay quanh blrc dién tin ma ba g&i cho t6i vao nam 1979, thy tro
chang t6i da dwoc mot tran cwdi that vui. Nhan dip nay, t6i cé6 mang sang biéu ba mét
tAm tranh lua rat dep ctia hoa si Tam Nhiéu, mét ngu®i ban than cung day hoc chung
véi tdi & Trwdng Trung Hoc Coéng Lap Kién Hoa (1963-1966), v& canh may c6 gai Viét
Nam dang ngdi trén thuyén hai hoa sen. Ba rét thich tAm tranh d6 va sau nay ba da déi
nha may lan, nhung bao gi® cling mang tdm tranh nay theo va treo ngay tén dau
giwdng ngu cua ba.

Nhirng ky niém trong nam GS Atherton duoc 70 tudi

Trong thoi gian 1984-1992, t6i lién tiép gitr cac chirc vu chi huy tai CCOHS nhw
sau:

e Manager, Department of Online Catalogue, 1985-1986

Manager, Department of Database Development, 1986-1990

e Manager, Department of Database and Information Resource
Development, 1990-1992

Cudi nam 1992, téi rdi CCOHS, nhan cong viéc mdi, lam Thw Vién Trwdng cho
co quan an toan lao dong cua tinh bang Ontario tai Toronto goi la Workplace Health and
Safety Agency (WHSA) cho dén thang 9-1997 khi t6i dwoc Thw Vién cha Truwong Dai
Hoc Saskatchewan bd nhiém vao chirc vu Trwdng Ban Bién Muc (Head, Cataloging
Department, gébm tat c& 22 nhan vién, 4 ngudi Librarian véi bang M.L.S. nhu t6i, va 18
Library Technicians cé bang tét nghiép dai hoc cong ddng hai nam, trong s nay cé vai
nguwdi cé bang Bachelor, va 1 ngudi c6 bang Master). T4t ca nhirng budc phat trién
trong cong viéc lam nay ciing nhw nhirng hoat déng vé chuyén mén trong Hoi Thw Vién
Canada va nhirng céng trinh bién khao da dwoc cac tap chi chuyén mén chéap thuan dé
dang déu dwoc t6i thong bao cho GS Atherton. Ba rat mirng cho téi.
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N&m 1999, ba dwoc dang 70 tudi, hi Théng Tin Hoa Ky (ASIS) quyét dinh vinh
danh ba. Ngoai quyét dinh cap cho ba thé hoi vién vang (Gold Membership Card) mién
doéng nién liém tron doi, ASIS con danh cho ba mét vinh dw 16n la dé& cho ba dwoc toan
quyén st dung tron mot budi (4 gi®’) trong chwong trinh cta dai hoi. Ba quyét dinh
dung tron budi d6 cho mot Session ma ba dat tén 1a “Knowledge Organization and
Use Viewed by Caregivers (Aka Librarians).” Ba chi déong vai trd diéu hop
(co-ordinator) va nhirng thuyét trinh vién sé& la 4 mén sinh dai dién cho 4 thé hé hoc trd
trong cudc doi day hoc clha ba: 1) Nguwdi dai dién cho thé hé thir nhivt 14 t6i, Vinh-The
Lam, Head, Cataloging Department, University of Saskatchewan; 2) Ngw¢i dai dién cho
thé hé th& nhi la : Tién si William J. Wheeler, Librarian, Yale University; 3) Nguoi dai
dién cho thé hé thr ba la: Cé Sandra K. Roe, Librarian, South Dakota University; va 4)
Nguw&i dai dién cho thé hé the tw 1a: C6 Vivian Bliss, Librarian, Microsoft.

Hinh buéi thuyét trinh tai Pai Ho6i Thwong Nién 1999 cua ASIS — Tir phai qua: GS Atherton,
TS William J. Wheeler, Co6 Sandra K. Roe, Vinh-The Lam, va Co Vivian Bliss

Bai thuyét trinh cta t6i mang nhan dé 1a: “Organizational and Technical Issues
in Providing Access to Electronic Journals,” vé sau da dwoc tap chi The Serials
Librarian, 1SSN 0361-526X, cGa nha xu4t ban Haworth Information Press in lai trong
Volume 39, Number 3 (2001), tai cac trang 25-35:
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Organizational and Technical Issues
in Providing Access
to Electronic Journals

Vinh-The LLam

ABSTRACT. Remote access electronic journals are now a major part
of academic library resources. This paper discusses some of the most
important organizational and technical issues in providing access 1o
these journals. Licensing is presented as the most complex organiza-
tional issuc, requiring special skills in negotiation for and implementa-
tion of license agrecements with vendors. In terms of technical issuces,
cataloging and system-rclated problems are identificd and discussed.
Discussions of the efforts in harmonizing ISBD(ER) and AACR2ZR as
well as the use of single vs. separate records for clectronic journals and
their print counterparts are presented. Finally, various approaches 10
authentication and access management for networked clectronic journals
are compared. [Article copies available for a fee from The Haworth Document
Delivery Service: 1-800-342-9678. E-mail address: <getinfoa haworthpressine.
com> Website: <htp://www.HaworthPress.com> & 2001 by The Haworth Press,
Inc, All rights reserved. ]

KEYWORDS. Elcctronic journals, acquisitions, licensing. cataloging,.
access management

INTRODUCTION

Remote access electronic journals (reterred to hereinafter as c-journals)
have recently added a new dimension to academic library services. They

Vinh-The Lam. MLS, is currently Head, Cataloguing Department, University of
Saskatchewan Libraries, Room 36, Main Library/Murray Building, 3 Campus Drive,
Saskatoon, SK S7N 5SA4 (E-mail: lamdasklib.usask.ca).

This paper is based on the author’s presentation at the ASIS Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C., October 31-November 4, 1999, as part of the Session on “"Knowl-
edge Organization and Use as Viewed by Carcgivers (Aka Librarians).”™

The Serials Librarian, Vol, 39(3) 2001
© 2001 by The Haworth Press, Inc. All rights reserved. 25

Hinh trang dau cta vai bao trong tap chi The Serials Librarian

13



Ciing trong th&i gian Dai H6i Thuwdng Nién 1999 cua ASIS nay, cac mén sinh
chang t6i, cung v&i cac déng nghiép va than hiru ctia GS Atherton, ciing thdo luan va
ddng thuan 1a sé thuc hién mét quyén sach dé ky niém Sinh Nhuyt thir 70 cta ba. Moi
ngudi déng y giao cong viéc bién tap cho mot mdn sinh cla ba 1a Tién s Wiiliam J.
Wheeler. Quyén sach dwoc xuat ban vao ndm 2000:

cSaw'ny the Time o/ the Bz'gr'ary User
7&~ouy£ cSug/'e'c/ Access Innovation

?aper.s in Honor o/
Fauline Atberton Cochrane

e
Lol

~_ A~

Edited by William J. Wheele

Trang nhan dé cta quyén sach ky niém

T6i dwoc Tién si Wheelg:r mdi viét mot bai cho quyén sach dac biét nay, dang &
cac trang 162-172, v&i nhan dé nhw sau: Enhancing subject access to monographs
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in online public access catalogs: adding table of contents to bibliographic
records. Bai viét nay cda t6i diém lai mdt cong trinh nghién ctu rat quan trong ciia GS
Atherton vé van dé truy cdp théng tin theo chu dé va nhirtng budc phat trién thém
ctia nhitng ngudi di sau ba va két thic véi mot nghién ctru nhé bé tuc cla chinh t6i tai
Thuw Vién cua Trwong Dai Hoc Saskatchewan.
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Enhancing Subject Access to
Monographs in Online Public Access
Catalogs: Table of Contents Added
to Bibliographic Records

4 Vinh-The Lam <

Abstract

ubject access to monographs through online public access cata-

logs (OPACs) has always been a major concern for large research

and/or academic libraries. Academic library practice of providing
subject access to monographs has proven inadequate, especially in the
case of composite works. Many techniques have been proposed to enhance
subject treatment of monographs in OPACs. This article briefly reviews
these efforts in the past and presents the case of adding Tables of Con-
tents as one of the most useful and probably also one of the most cost-
effective ways of improving subject access to monographs in an academic
environment.

Introduction

Several decades ago, Ranganathan affirmed as the First Rule of Li-
brary Science that “Books Are For Use.” In order to help users make good
use of books, the library catalog should be able to provide a good repre-
sentation of the books’ contents. This goal for the catalog has always been
elusive. The library world has struggled to make it a reality. With the first-
generation online public access catalog (OPAC) in the late 1970s replac-
ing the traditional card catalog, librarians had great hopes for improved
access in general and improved subject access in particular. But before
long the library community realized that the OPAC was, in this area of
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Hinh trang dau cua bai viét

Viéng tham An Sw Atherton sau khi nghi hwu

Ngay 1-7-2006, t6i chinh thirc nghi hwu va don nha tr& vé thanh phé Hamilton,
Ontario. Sau khi sép xép 6n dinh xong moi viéc, dau thang 9, téi va ba xa téi quyét dinh
lam mét chuyén du hanh sang thanh phé Urbana, thudc tiéu bang lllinois, Hoa Ky, dé
thdm viéng An Sw Atherton, luc d6 dang gidng day tai Trwong Pai Hoc lllinois tai
Urbana-Champaign (University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign — UIUC). Ti goi dién
thoai d& bao cho ba hay vé y dinh ca vo chéng tdi thi ba mirng va vui ldm. Nhan dip
nay, ba dé nghj t6i dén thdm Iép hoc ba dang day (vé Database Creation and
Development = Thyc hién va phat trién co s& di liéu) va ndi chuyén cho sinh vién cta
ba nghe vé céai cong trinh ma t6i da thwc hién cho Thw Vién cha Truwdng Pai Hoc
Saskatchewan méay nam truéc do: Co sé& dir liéu trén Web vé céc tai liéu da gidi mat
ctia CIA vé& Chién Tranh Viét Nam.? Ba vién dan ly do nhw sau: ba da day cho sinh
vién theo hoc gido trinh nay phan ly thuyét vé cach lam co sé& div liéu, t6i s& 1a ngudi
gitp cho ho thay trén thwc té viéc thuc hién mot so s& dir liéu phai qua nhirng giai
doan chuan bi nhw thé nao, cé thé gap nhitng khé khan gi, va cach giai quyét ra sao.
Nghe ba néi rd ly do cta I&i mdi nay, ddt nhién, ky niém 43 ndm vé trwdc chot hién ve,
t6i nhé lai 1an néi chuyén trong van phong cla ba & Trwdng Dai Hoc Syracuse thang
5-1973, nh¢ lai 167 ba khuyén t6i khoan vé nuwdc voi, & lai hoc tién si véi ba va lam phu
gidng cho ba vé phan thwc hanh cho gido trinh LSC 503. T6i cdm déng vé cung, bay
gi® 1a ndm 2006, gan nira thé ky da trdi qua, ba van con gitv y nguyén long tin cta ba
vé ngudi hoc trd cii clia ba clia nam 1973. Va déng thdi t6i cling da nhan ra day la co
héi cudi cung roi, cubi doi roi, téi khong thé phu long An Sw mét 1an nira dugc. Téi da
nhan |&i dé nghi cta ba va, trong dip viéng thdm ba tai Urbana, thang 9-2006, t6i da
dén thdm 1&p hoc clia ba va ndi chuyén véi sinh vién cla ba (nhivng sw mudi va sw dé
cla t6i) voi dé tai: “A Web-based Database of CIA Declassified Documents on
Vietnam War” (Mét co’ s& dir liéu trén Web vé cdc tai liéu cua da giai méat caa CIA
vé Chién Tranh Viét Nam).
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Hinh tac gia néi chuyén vé&i sinh vién Pai Hoc UIUC vé “A Web-based Database of CIA
Declassified Documents on Vietnam War”

Thay L&i Két

Nguwdi xwa co néi: “Mét ngay la Thay, tron doi la Thay.” Bay gid, & cai tudi
gan 80 nay, t6i vo cung tdm dac v&i cau noi clia ngudi xwa. i vai téi, An Sw cla toi,
Professor Emeritus Pauline Atherton Cochrane, vinh vién |a mét ngwdi Thay ma toi
khéng phai chi kinh yéu ma con la mgt ngwoi da ban cho t6i mét an hué qua Ién la luén
ludn hwédng dan, nang dé téi trong moi hoan cénh, ltic con hoc tap cling nhw khi da vao
nghé, va trén hét, ludn luén tao cho t6i mét niém tin that virng chac vao chinh con
ngudi cla tdi, vao kha nang cua t6i, va gilp t6i vwot qua dwoc nhiéu hoan canh khé
khan trong cudc doi nhiéu thang tram cla toi.
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Ghi Chu:

1.

Vinh Nhon. Cdc Thay C6 cua t6i & Petrus Ky, tai liéu trwc tuyén, c6 thé doc toan vén tai dia chi

Internet sau day:
.html ) )

Lam Vinh Thé. Cudc hanh trinh 60 nam, tai liéu trwc tuyén, cé thé doc toan van tai dia chi
Internet sau day:

the. htmI
Lam Vinh Thé. Mét nga ré bat nge va may man, tai liéu trwc tuyén, cé thé doc toan van tai dia

m- vmh -a.html . . ) .
Lam Vinh Thé. Phét trién thw vién tai Mién Nam trwére 1975, tai liéu truc tuyén, cé thé doc

toan véan tai dia chi lnternet sau day:

oc.html html

Hoi Thw Vién Viét Nam. Ban tin, s6 1 (Thang 3/1974), tr. 4

Vinh-The Lam, and Darryl Friesen. “A Web-based Database of CIA Declassified Documents on
the Vietnam War,” da dang trong tap chi Online, v. 28, no. 4 (2004), tr. 31-35. Codng trinh nay la
mot trong 2 dw an nghién clru dwoc thwe hién trong thdi gian tac gia dwoc Trwdng Pai Hoc
Saskatchewan cho nghi phép mét ndm (tr 1-7-2003 dén 30-6-2004) dé& di lam nghién clru
(Sabbatical Leave), va sau d6 da dwoc trinh bay tai mdt hdi nghi td chire tai Vietnam Center
thuéc Trwdng Dai Hoc Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, vao ngay 19-3-2005 (the 5th
Triennial Symposium on the Vietham War, Vietham Center, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas, U.S.A., March 19, 2005). T&c gia la nguoi thiét ké, lwa chon tai liéu va thuc hién co s&
dir liéu; anh Darryl Friesen la Programmer Analyst da phu trach phan k§ thuat trong viéc dwa co
so’ di liéu nay Ién trang Web clia Trwdng Dai Hoc Saskatchewan. Hién nay co s& di liéu nay
van con co thé truy dung tai dia chi Internet sau day:

https://libguides.usask.ca/az.php?

documents%200n%20Vietnam%20War
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LAM VINH-THE
GENERAL LETTER OF REFERENCE
from Professor Pauline [Athertomn) Cochrans

Lam Vinh The graduated from this schoel just prior to the
Americans departure from Vietnam. He returned to his country
after successfully completing his Master's Degree and served his
country 45 a professional librarian and as the first President of
the Vietnamese Library Association. He also tried to translate
several important library educstion texts into Vietnamese because
he wanted to try to develop n truly professional library education
in Viernam. Due to internatiomal difficulties I lost track of
him for the past six years, even though 1 made several attempts o
do -- considering the effort well spent as I wanted to continue to
work with him a3 a collengue, having enjoyed our assoclation as
teacher and student so much. He was, without doubt, one of the
top ten or twenty students I have had in twenty-five years of teaching.
He brought to hi= studies an sarnmestness and thoroughness which is
unusual. He grasped American ways very guickly, understood the
intricacies of LCSH better than most, and mastered AACR #s well.
He is gquite personable, having been a teacher before receiving his
library education. He was sponsored by someone at USAID whose
opinion I respected highly. He never let us down. Even mow,
his leptrers from Montrezl, where he is leaving with his brother,
his Canadian sponsor, he shows the same motivation and interest
in his chosen profession.

There is no doubt in my mind that Lem Vinh The could hold
any professional library pesition for which he applied. With a
little in-service training and reading he should be able to bring
himself up to speed. I have every confidence of that.
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