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The 5 Best Glass Bongs and Water 
Pipes: The Top Reviewed of 2022 

​

Other than joints, glass bongs and water pipes are one of the most popular ways you can 

consume weed (hey, if you need rolling papers, don’t miss out on our great selection at 

Headshop). Bongs offer flavorful, powerful hits that are kinder to your lungs. Who doesn’t love 

that?! But you should know that not all glass bongs are created equal.  

​

If you’re on the hunt for a new bong or looking for a special piece to add to your smoking 

collection, then you’re in luck. We reviewed a variety of leading industry pieces to find the best 

glass bongs and water pipes of 2022. 

To get your hands on the highest quality glass bong, we reviewed everything for you. Like how 

cool and smooth the bong hits were and how optimal the filtration was, plus we verified if the 

bong was made of premium borosilicate glass. 

What is a Bong?​

 
A bong is a large water pipe like a hookah, but it’s smaller and comes in countless variations. 

Basically, it’s an airtight vessel with an added bowl and stem that guides air down below the 

water until it bubbles upward during use. Most bongs have a hole called a carburetor or carb 

that’s covered during the smoking process but then allowed to open to draw the smoke into your 

lungs. In bongs without a carb, the bowl and/or the stem are removed instead. 

To smoke a bong, you light up the dry herb first. Then as you pull from the bong, the bubbling 

starts. The water and bubbles act as filtration for the smoke, cooling the smoke down, and 

reducing toxins. By the time the smoke passes through the bong into your lungs, it will be 

filtered, cool, and smooth. 

https://www.headshop.com/collections/glass-bongs
https://www.headshop.com/collections/rolling-papers
https://www.headshop.com/collections/hookahs


How Does a Bong Work?​

 
The key purpose of a bong or water pipe is to filter out harmful toxins. The water filtration from a 

bong filters out approximately 90% of the toxins. So, a bong filters the smoke for toxins and then 

cools the smoke as it travels through the bong water, bubbles, and ice into your lungs. The 

water, bubbles, and ice act as cooling surface areas that the smoke travels through before it 

reaches your lungs. The cooler the smoke, the less harsh the hits, and the kinder it is to your 

lips, mouth, and lungs. 

What Makes a Quality Glass Bong?​

 
If you haven’t found the quality bong of your dreams yet, this section will help you understand 

what we look for in a premium quality bong so you can make the best purchase for yourself. 

Quality Bongs Use Thick Borosilicate Glass​

 
Laboratory science-grade glass equipment is made of borosilicate glass. Because it’s thermal 

resistant, it can tolerate temperature fluctuations without any damage. Many of the bongs that 

are made in China and sold here in the USA are NOT 100% borosilicate glass. If your bong 

shatters when it falls, that indicates that your bong was cheaply made. Premium quality glass 

won’t shatter. Instead, it will split in two. Look for borosilicate glass at least 4mm thick and up. 

While 3mm and less is much cheaper and will still work, we suggest at least 4mm in glass 

thickness if you want your bong to last for years.​

 

Quality Bongs Offer Efficient Filtration​

 
The main purpose of a bong is filtration! By filtering out all the toxins, a bong will primarily 

deliver THC. There are no strict regulations in the cannabis industry compared to the tobacco 

industry, but we expect to see more regulations when it comes to filtration. A bong requires 

great water filtration (never smoke from a dry bong)! Look for a bong that can hold water and a 

downstem that has holes or slits that will create bubbles for more filtration and cooling.​

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borosilicate_glassosilicate_glass


Quality Bongs Cool Down the Smoke​

 
Another major factor is cooling. As more states legalize recreational marijuana, smoking weed 

has become more and more popular. The cooler the smoke, the less harsh your inhalations will 

be. We’ve all experienced bad coughing fits and it’s something you really should avoid. It’s just 

unhealthy. A bong with an ice pinch will help cool down the smoke even further. The optimal 

cooling feature is glycerin coils but a great perc in the water filtration chamber does a fine job 

too.​

 

3 Benefits of Glass Bongs  
​

We believe that the best glass bongs are those made of borosilicate glass. Borosilicate glass is 

a high-quality glass that contains silica and boron trioxide. Keep reading for 3 benefits of glass 

bongs that you might not know.​

 

1. Borosilicate Glass Bongs Can Withstand Thermal Shock  
​

High-quality bongs typically have around 15% boron trioxide. The secret that makes a bong 

thermal shock resistant is by changing the chemical properties of glass with boron trioxide. For 

example, if you poured boiling water into a bong with 15% boron trioxide and then put it into the 

freezer, it wouldn’t crack. So, if you want the best bong or water pipe, get one that can withstand 

thermal shock. 

 

2. Borosilicate Glass Bongs are Resistant to Chemical Leaching​

 
There’s another awesome benefit of borosilicate glass bongs. Because of the boron trioxide, the 

glass is less soluble. This means that the glass itself is resistant to chemicals leaching into the 

glass. This is important because dirty bong water can become a breeding ground for nasty 

germs. You’ll have peace of mind knowing that when you clean your bong it will be chemically 

clean too. 

 



3. The Hits from Borosilicate Glass Bongs Taste Better​

 
Not only is borosilicate glass resistant to chemical leaching and degradation from acid, but they 

also make your precious weed taste much better. In comparison to metal, silicone, and acrylic 

water pipes, borosilicate glass offers the most natural flavor with your weed. The best clean 

bong will allow you to enjoy all the delicate terpene flavor profiles without any interference. 

 

Finding the Best Bongs and Water Pipes​

 
Ultimately, finding the best bong or water pipe for you will come down to your personal 

preference. Here at Headshop, tons of bongs are shipped to us in the hopes of making it onto 

this list. Narrowing the list down to the best bongs is no easy task.  

 

We’re looking for the best water pipes, the best smooth-hitting bongs, and the best percolator 

bongs too. We consider the overall quality, materials, design, price, cooling, filtration, and even 

THC delivery. Keep reading to find out our picks for the top bongs and water pipes of 2022. 

 

For a bong to be among the top 5, there are several factors to consider. We’re looking for thick 

premium quality 100% borosilicate glass that was made to last. We’re also looking for unique 

features that offer the best bong smoking experience. Take a look at our top 5 bongs of 2022. 

 

How We Picked the Top 5 Bongs 

To find the best bongs, we reviewed several at different price points. We reviewed bongs in 

different shapes and sizes. We based our decisions on overall quality, design features, price, 

filtration, percolation, and THC delivery.  

If you’re new to the world of bongs and water pipes, we suggest that you first read What is a 

Bong and How To Clean a Bong in this article. Also check out these blogs on How To Use a 

Bong,  How to Clean Your Bongs and Dab Rigs, and Tips for Keeping Your Bongs and Dab Rigs 

Clean. ​

 

We searched for the best affordable, the best mini, the best filtration, the best percolation, and 

the best high-end bongs. After reviewing various water pipes, our top 5 picks for best bongs are: 

https://www.headshop.com/blogs/news/how-to-use-a-blog?_pos=3&_sid=feceb06c5&_ss=r
https://www.headshop.com/blogs/news/how-to-use-a-blog?_pos=3&_sid=feceb06c5&_ss=r
https://www.headshop.com/blogs/news/how-to-clean-your-bongs-and-dab-rigs?_pos=1&_sid=feceb06c5&_ss=r
https://www.headshop.com/blogs/news/tips-tricks-for-keeping-your-bongs-and-dab-rigs-clean?_pos=2&_sid=feceb06c5&_ss=r
https://www.headshop.com/blogs/news/tips-tricks-for-keeping-your-bongs-and-dab-rigs-clean?_pos=2&_sid=feceb06c5&_ss=r


 

1.​ Best Affordable Bong - WENEED 12" Classic Beaker Bong 

2.​ Best Mini Bong - Str8 Brand 5" Mini Water Rig 

3.​ Best Filtration Bong - 16" Tomahawk .75 Caliber Twin Turbine Perc Bong 

4.​ Best Percolation Bong - Freeze Pipe Bong XL 

5.​ Best High-End Bong - VITAE Glass 23" Voyager + Dual Perc Bong 

 

The 5 Best Bongs and Water Pipes: The Top Reviewed 
of 2022 
​

Best Affordable Bong​

 

CTA: Buy Now 
 

Standout Features: 

●​ Classic beaker bong 

●​ Quality borosilicate glass 

●​ 3 pinched ice catcher 

●​ 6 5” slits downstem 

●​ Read more 

 

Best Mini Bong 
 
CTA: Buy Now 
 
Standout Features:  

●​ Mini glass beaker bong 

https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/weneed%C2%AE-12-weneed-classic-beaker-5mm?_pos=28&_fid=031f4edb8&_ss=c&variant=42780122284271marley-natural-glass-walnut-steamrollerectors/products/lookah-seahorse-pro-electric-nectar-collector-wax-vape
https://www.headshop.com/products/str8-brand-5-mini-water-rig-various-colors-1-count?_pos=2&_psq=str8&_ss=e&_v=1.0


●​ Hand-blown borosilicate glass 

●​ Fixed showerhead percolator 

●​ Easily portable rig 

●​ Read more 

 

Best Filtration Bong 
 
CTA: Buy Now 
 
Standout Features:​
 

●​ Offers the best filtration 

●​ Straight tube bong with freezable glycerin chamber 

●​ Combination inline to sprinkler percolation 

●​ Large base offers even more water filtration 

●​ Read more 

 

Best Percolation Bong 

 

CTA: Buy Now 

Standout Features: 

●​ Offers the best percolation 

●​ Patent-pending design 

●​ Twin Turbine Percolators 

●​ Aircraft-grade aluminum base 

●​ Read more 

​

Best High-End Bong 
 
CTA: Buy Now 

Standout Features: 

https://www.headshop.com/products/freeze-pipe-bong-xl?_pos=1&_sid=3a38d5a83&_ss=r
https://www.headshop.com/products/us-caliber-75-caliber-glass-bong?_pos=2&_sid=412b7df86&_ss=r
https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/23-voyager-dual-perc-bong?_pos=1&_fid=dd5a56023&_ss=c


●​ Beautiful high-end functional art piece 

●​ Laboratory grade non-porous borosilicate glass  

●​ Versatile, multi-use design 

●​ Offers up to 5 percs! 

●​ Read more 

FAQs 
 

Are water pipes better than dry pipes? 
​

It depends on the situation and your personal preference. For example, bongs are typically 

larger than dry pipes or hand pipes, which can make them challenging to conceal or travel with 

discreetly. They also take more time to set up and clean. In addition, water pipes are often more 

expensive than dry pipes.  

 

However, it should be noted that most experienced smokers have both water pipes and dry 

pipes in their collection because they like to switch things up using different smoking methods. 

 

One more thing to consider is the type of smoking experience you want. If you prefer a cooler, 

smoother, more filtered hit with more smoke and fewer toxins, a bong would be your go-to. But if 

you just want a quick hit, hand pipes are the way to go. 

 

Why do people prefer bongs?​

 
●​ Smooth hits 

●​ Larger hits 

●​ Conserve weed 

●​ Easy to clean 

●​ Countless variations 

●​ Customizable 

●​ Replaceable parts 

●​ Last longer  

●​ Better value 



Some users claim the high they get from smoking a bong over a dry pipe is quicker, lasts longer, 

and is more euphoric. Others prefer bongs because they are a cleaner and safer way to smoke. 

 

How long do bongs last? 
 
This depends a lot on its cleaning and maintenance. Premium quality bongs can last 5 to 10 

years or even a lifetime if you take good care of them which means cleaning them regularly, not 

leaving them around kids or pets, not bringing them to parties, and putting them away when 

they’re not in use. It all depends on how you treat your bong, along with a little luck. 

 

How To Use a Bong​

 

5 Simple Steps to Use a Bong: 

1.​ Put your dry herb in the bowl chamber 

2.​ Add water into the beaker base  

3.​ Light up your dry herb while inhaling  

4.​ Lift the bowl up (where your dry herb is)  

5.​ Inhale the smoke in the bong  

 

Detailed Instructions​

 
With your dry herb in the bowl chamber and water in the base at the recommended level, here's 

a detailed breakdown of everything you need to do for the most amazing bong hits: 

1.​ Start by sitting in a comfortable position with your bong in front of you on a table or an 

even surface. You should be able to hold the bong firmly around the smoke chamber or 

from the bottom.  

2.​ Put your lips inside the mouthpiece (not outside), while sealing the opening with your 

hand.  

3.​ We suggest taking a few deep breaths before lighting up your dry herb. Filling your lungs 

with air will make smoking much smoother. 



4.​ With your lighter tilted horizontally, touch the flame at the edge of the bowl. Your dry herb 

will last longer if you don’t hold the flame too close to the bowl. 

5.​ Gradually inhale while continuing to light the bowl. You will see the chamber filling with 

smoke (beginners should fill the chamber only halfway with smoke). 

6.​ When you see the dry herb glowing and the bowl filled with smoke, remove the lighter 

while keeping your mouth on the mouthpiece. 

7.​ Now, remove your hand from the opening and inhale deeply. Hold the smoke in your 

lungs for a few seconds and then exhale. Repeat this process for the remaining smoke 

in the chamber. 

Bong Do’s and Don’ts 

Do’s  
1.​ Do add kief to the bowl in your next smoking session. This tip will change your life! 

2.​ Do use a bowl screen. It will filter and trap tiny particles that could otherwise end up 

in your mouth. 

3.​ Do watch water levels. The downstem should be submerged in water and the 

percolator should be in water for bongs with multiple percolators. 

 

Don’ts 
1.​ Don’t under-grind or over-grind your weed. The more surface area your weed has, 

the more even the burn. 

2.​ Don’t pack too much weed in the bowl. Ideally, weed will cover the whole area of the 

bowl but not compacted so tightly that it blocks the airflow. 

3.​ Don’t put alcohol or bleach on mouthpieces, tubing, rubber gaskets, or any other 

parts that come into contact with your mouth. 

Tips 
1.​ When smoking a bong, breathe deeply and slowly. Practice deep breathing before 

you pick up your bong and take your first hit. 

2.​ You can break up dry herb with your fingers or scissors, but having a grinder is 

essential for the most even burn. 

3.​ Use an ice bong, percolator, or ash catcher to cool down the smoke.  



4.​ When it comes to the bong bowl, size matters a lot. If you want larger hits, you 

should use a small bowl. If you want smaller hits, use a large bowl. 

5.​ Instead of removing the bowl all at once, remove it gradually. This will introduce the 

smoke at a reasonable pace that your lungs can more easily receive. 

6.​ To prevent throat irritation and wasting dry herb, end your hits with a breath of air. 

This will propel the smoke into your lungs. 

7.​ Any residual smoke that is not exhaled will result in a coughing fit, so exhale the 

smoke with some force. You can also exhale half of the smoke, take a short breath, 

and exhale the rest. 

 

How Much Does a Bong Cost?​

 
If you’re a first-time buyer, it can be intimidating to purchase a bong. A bong can cost anywhere 

from $20 to $650 and more depending on what features you’re looking for and where you shop. 

Many users don’t have the budget to drop $650 on a bong; however, it’s important to buy a bong 

that has most of the features you want.  

In general, users want a bong that offers the best hits so they can get the most out of their 

weed. Yes, you can get large multi-chamber bongs with all the bells and whistles. The reality is 

that every bong has its own pros and cons, and you can easily find a good bong that hits well 

without breaking your budget.  

Breakdown By Price Range 

It is possible to find a decent bubbler for about $20 that hits well.  

If you’re willing to drop $20 to $80, the selection is much better. You’ll find larger and more 

durable glass bongs. Some will include percolation, often in the form of a downstem with slits in 

it. With regular maintenance, these bongs can last a lifetime.  

If you can spend $80 to $250, you’re going to find bongs with more complex features. Features 

can include larger size, better materials, multiple chambers for increased percolation, and ice 

pinches. These bongs are typically made of borosilicate glass which is thicker and not as fragile.  

https://www.headshop.com/collections/bubblers


For any bong that costs more than $250, you’ll find high-end design, multiple state-of-the-art 

features, and many accessories. Some bongs even serve as functional art.  

I Got My Bong, What Else Do I Need?​

 
When it comes to a highly effective way to smoke weed, it’s hard to beat a bong for ease and 

convenience. Bongs or water pipes offer powerful yet smooth rips by filtering the smoke through 

water. But you can enhance your smoking experience even further by customizing your bong 

with accessories of all kinds. 

Some accessories will make your bong hits even smoother and more powerful. Some make 

using and cleaning your bong more convenient. Some can transform your bong into a dab rig for 

the strongest hits ever. Keep reading for some of our favorite bong accessories. 

1. Bowl 

Available in various shapes and sizes, the bowl is where you put your weed and light it. Some 

bongs have bowls that are large enough and wide enough to pack a lot of weed for more 

powerful hits. Some bowls are just made of better material that can withstand high temperatures 

and make lighting up even easier. 

While many bongs already include good bowls, you can buy bowl attachments that offer a better 

smoking experience, while others just look awesome in your bong. A bowl is one of the coolest 

accessories if you want to personalize your bong. 

2. Quartz Banger 

If you want to really upgrade your smoking sessions, you might want to try using a quartz 

banger. Also known as a dab nail, a quartz banger is a part like a bowl but it’s deeper and 

protrudes out from your bong. It’s typically made with materials such as quartz that can 

withstand higher temperatures than glass without cracking. 

Some people like to heat a quartz banger with a blow torch because the quartz won’t crack. Just 

use a dab of your favorite concentrate when the quartz banger is red hot for an intense hit.  

https://www.headshop.com/collections/bong-bowls
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options[prefix]=last&q=quartz%20banger*
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options[prefix]=last&q=quartz%20banger*


3. Percolator 

If you’d like to make your bong hits cooler and smoother, then consider adding a percolator or 

perc to your bong. A perc is an attachment that helps cool the smoke down before it reaches 

your mouth. Percs are available in different forms, like chambers or little holes that the smoke 

travels through which cools it down nicely. 

You can get percolator attachments for your bong, but we’ve found that it works best to get a 

bong that has a built-in perc. This way, your hits are guaranteed to be super satisfying. Once 

you try a perc with your bong, you just might be hooked for life. 

4. Ash Catcher 

Another accessory that really enhances your bong is an ash catcher. This stops any unwanted 

ash from getting into your bong and makes your hits so much smoother and even more 

satisfying. Some come with percolators to enhance your hits even further. 

Using an ash catcher is easy. Just slot one into the stem of your bong, then attach your bowl to 

the ash catcher for some of the smoothest and freshest hits. This accessory is easy to use and 

inexpensive, so it’s worth trying. 

5. Diffused Downstem 

Another part of your bong is the downstem, connecting the bowl to the chamber. Although some 

downstems are built into the bong, you can also get downstem attachments to further customize 

your bong.  

A diffused downstem will really enhance your hits. It will also aerate your hits before the smoke 

reaches the chamber which results in some of the strongest hits. They’re easy to attach to any 

bong and even easier to clean. 

6. Bowl Screen 

If you use your bong often, it gets dirty very quickly. The resin from burnt weed quickly 

accumulates in your bowl which can be hard to avoid unless you’re cleaning it well after every 

use. Or you could use a bowl screen. 

https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options[prefix]=last&q=percolator*
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options[prefix]=last&q=ash%20catcher*
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=downstem


Bowl screens are little metal screens or filters that fit any kind of bowl. Just put a screen into 

your bowl before you light up your weed and it will help make cleaning your bong much easier. 

7. Grinder 

A grinder is just one of those essential accessories. Whether you’re smoking a joint or a 

bong, your hits will be that much better if you grind your weed first. 

Putting properly ground weed in your bong bowl makes lighting up easier for much better hits. It 

will also prevent resin build-up to a certain extent because there won’t be chunks of ash and 

burnt weed. If you don’t have one, get yourself a grinder at Headshop ASAP! 

8. Cleaner 

No matter what, you’re always going to need to clean your bong. Bacteria, tar, and mold quickly 

build up in your bong and the glass gets covered with resin, so make sure you thoroughly clean 

your bong regularly. 

While rinsing out your bong water under a hot tap helps remove some surface dirt, you should 

give it a deep clean as soon as you can. You can use isopropyl alcohol for glass bongs, as 

noted below in How To Clean a Bong or you can use a special bong cleaner to keep your piece 

looking as good as new. 

Bong Pros and Cons 

What are the Pros?​

 
1.​ The water traps and prevents water-soluble molecules, heavier particles, and toxins from 

entering your lungs which gives a cleaner and smoother smoke.​

 

2.​ As tar is separated from the smoke, it builds up on the inside of the bong instead of 

being inhaled.​

 

3.​ Compared to other devices, bongs provide more powerful hits.​

 

https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=screens
https://www.headshop.com/collections/grinders
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=cleaner


4.​ The water cools the smoke which makes it easier to inhale. You can even get ice bongs 

that cool down the smoke even further.​

 

5.​ Bongs are easy to use and easy to clean (usually).​

 

6.​ Some bongs can be customized to reflect your personality.​

 

What are the Cons?​

 
1.​ The water filtration also traps THC. Per a NORML-MAPS study in 2000, “water pipes 

filter out more psychoactive THC than they do other tars, thereby requiring users to 

smoke more to reach their desired effect.” ​

 

2.​ Some glass bongs are fragile and break easily.  

 

3.​ Large bongs are not easily portable and can even be cumbersome.​

 
4.​ The bong water needs to be changed often or it will smell and taste nasty.​

 

How to Clean a Bong 
​

Bongs are awesome, but a filthy bong with foul-smelling resin, mold, and tar, not so much. 

  

Learn how to clean a bong and how to clean your glass bong type in a safe and affordable way. 
 

Cleaning your bong is absolutely necessary to remove the resin, mold, and tar buildup that 

occurs in a bong. 

  

Resin can cause significant lung issues if you inhale it too often. Mold and tar are also seriously 

unhealthy. A bong filter helps, but it can only do so much. 

  

If you use your bong on the regular like we do, then you’ll need to clean it fairly often. We’ll show 

you how to clean a glass bong below. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bong#:~:text=However%2C%20a%202000%20NORML%2DMAPS,of%20smoking%20devices%20and%20analyzed.
https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=screens


  

Why You Should Clean Your Bong Every Day 
 

If you’d like to keep your bong looking like new, then clean it every day. The built-up resin will 

harden, making it more difficult to remove if you wait too long between cleanings.  

 

Also, your bong won’t be as effective if you wait too long to clean it. That resin that builds up on 

the inside of the glass makes smoking harder until it might even become impossible. 

  

Resin also affects how well the smoke is being filtered which degrades the taste and 

smoothness. If you’re a heavy smoker, we suggest daily cleaning of your water pipe (or at least 

changing the dirty bong water) if you want to enjoy all those terpene profiles. 

 

How Do You Know If Your Bong Should Be Cleaned? 
​

You can tell that your water pipe needs some TLC if there is any residue buildup or discoloration 

on the inside of the glass. 

  

If you try to smoke from a bong that has resin, mold, and tar built up, it will be more difficult for 

the smoke to pass through the water and filter out any toxins without getting even dirtier – yuck! 

 

What Happens If You Don't Clean Your Bong? 
​

If you don’t clean your bong regularly, it will start to look brown and filthy, and it will smell foul. 

Disgusting bacteria and mold will form on the surface of your bong. 

  

If you use a bong covered in built-up residue, mold, and tar, not only will it be hard for the smoke 

to move through the water and effectively filter out any toxins without getting dirty, but there is 

also the possibility of getting a nasty infection from all the microbial growth in the dirty bong 

water. 

 



How Do You Clean a Glass Bong?​

 
You can easily clean a glass bong using salt and alcohol (or vinegar, tea tree oil, or olive oil) to 

break down any residue in your bong. 

  

Another option is using a special bong cleaner. A bong cleaner will help you keep your glass 

pieces fresh and clean, plus it’s super convenient to use. 

 

5 Steps to Clean a Glass Bong WITH Alcohol​
 

1.​ Fill the glass bong with warm water and a little dish detergent. Then cover the openings 

and shake. Pour out the water and allow the glass piece to air dry. 

2.​ Fill the bong chamber with isopropyl or rubbing alcohol with some coarse salt (around 

1/4 of the amount of alcohol). 

3.​ You can cover the openings using Saran wrap and rubber bands. 

4.​ Shake the bong vigorously. Allow the bong sit with the alcohol and salt overnight, 

shaking it periodically. 

5.​ Pour the dirty water out and rinse the bong with warm water. Allow your clean bong to air 

dry. If needed, you can go back and detail any areas of the bong with a Q-tip and more 

alcohol. 

  

Tip: Use a Zip-Lock bag with the method above for smaller pieces like your bowl and 

downstem. After rinsing, dry with a paper towel. 

 

5 Steps to Clean a Glass Bong WITHOUT Alcohol​
 

1.​ Fill the glass bong with warm water and some dish detergent. Then cover the openings 

and shake. Pour out the water and allow the glass piece to air dry. 

2.​ Fill the bong chamber with vinegar mixed with water and baking soda. Then add some 

coarse salt (around 1/4 of the amount of alcohol). 

3.​ You can cover all the openings using Saran wrap and rubber bands. 

https://www.headshop.com/collections/cleaning-tools


4.​ Shake your bong vigorously. Allow the bong to sit with the vinegar, baking soda, and salt 

overnight, shaking it periodically. 

5.​ Pour the dirty water out and rinse the bong with warm water. Allow your clean bong to air 

dry. If needed, you can detail any areas of the bong with a Q-tip and more vinegar and 

baking soda. 

  

Tip: Use a Zip-Lock bag with the method above for smaller pieces like your bowl and 

downstem. After rinsing, dry with a paper towel. 

 

Benefits of Cleaning a Bong​

 
There are many benefits of cleaning a bong. The primary reason you should clean your bong is 

because resin, mold, and tar can be extremely unhealthy. 

  

Resin contains toxins known to cause cancer, and tar has carcinogenic properties too. Mold is 

also dangerous because the mold releases spores that can cause serious health issues. 

  

You don’t want any of the bad stuff in there while you’re inhaling smoke into your lungs in what 

should be one of the most enjoyable experiences of your life. So, just use a clean bong to 

prevent the bad stuff from happening! 

 

It Makes the Hits Tastier​

 
Not only will cleaning your bong make the hits tastier, but they will also smell better. If you have 

a buildup of resin and tar in your piece, any rips you get from such a dirty bong will release 

toxins into your smoke, causing a nasty aftertaste. This is less likely to happen the more often 

you clean your bong. 

 

It’s Kinder to Your Lungs ​
 
You’ll be kinder to your lungs using a clean bong. If you smoke from a dirty bong, your lungs 

could be filled with toxins that can lead to respiratory issues associated with tar and other 



byproducts of resin burned in weed pipes. In addition, if you’re sharing your bong with friends 

without cleaning it first, you could even spread respiratory infections like colds or flu. 

 

It Can Prevent Infections​

 
As noted above, those who smoke from a dirty bong are more likely to get respiratory issues 

and infections. You should clean your bong at least every day or even more depending on how 

often you use it. 

  

Are There Any Precautions When Cleaning a Bong?​

 
Be careful when cleaning a bong because during the process you might inhale vapors that could 

be toxic. So, take precautionary measures such as wearing a mask, and not cleaning in closed 

spaces. Also, if you just cleaned your bong with alcohol, be sure to rinse it thoroughly and allow 

it to air dry before using again. 

  

Ultimately, when it comes to cleaning a bong, it all comes down to a healthy lifestyle and being 

kind to your lungs. Smoking weed with a clean bong will prevent you from breathing in tar and 

other harmful toxins that can damage your lungs.  

 

The 5 Best Bongs and Water Pipes: The Top Reviewed 
of 2022 
 

1. Best Affordable Bong 
​

View Product 

https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/weneed%C2%AE-12-weneed-classic-be

aker-5mm?_pos=28&_fid=031f4edb8&_ss=c&variant=42780122284271oducts/marley-natural-g

lass-walnut-steamroller 

You just can’t go wrong with the classics, especially at this affordable price. WENEED has pipes 

for every budget. We love the sleek and clean design of the WENEED Classic Beaker Bong. 

https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/weneed%C2%AE-12-weneed-classic-beaker-5mm?_pos=28&_fid=031f4edb8&_ss=c&variant=42780122284271oducts/marley-natural-glass-walnut-steamroller
https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/weneed%C2%AE-12-weneed-classic-beaker-5mm?_pos=28&_fid=031f4edb8&_ss=c&variant=42780122284271oducts/marley-natural-glass-walnut-steamroller
https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/weneed%C2%AE-12-weneed-classic-beaker-5mm?_pos=28&_fid=031f4edb8&_ss=c&variant=42780122284271oducts/marley-natural-glass-walnut-steamroller
https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/weneed%C2%AE-12-weneed-classic-beaker-5mm?_pos=28&_fid=031f4edb8&_ss=c&variant=42780122284271oducts/marley-natural-glass-walnut-steamroller


This is a classic three-part beaker that carries the WENEED logo and also has a cool decagon 

decal at the base. Measuring 12" in height, we found this piece hits well and is easy to clean. 

We think it’s great for everyday use whether you’re a beginner or a smoking connoisseur. To top  

Differentiator: This is one of the most affordable quality bongs available on the market today. 

Price: $30 

Value: B+ 

What’s awesome: Everybody loves a bargain! The decagon decal at the base shows you when 

the chamber is full once the smoke obscures it from view.  

 

Features: 

●​ Quality borosilicate glass 

●​ 12” tall 

●​ 5mm thick 

●​ 14mm female joint 

●​ 3 pinched ice catcher 

●​ 6 5" slits downstem 

●​ Clip included 

Pros:  
 

1.​ The wide beaker base offers stability, making it difficult to tip over 

2.​ Easy to use and clean 

3.​ Affordable price 

 

Cons:  
 

1.​ Because of the shape of the beaker base and the angle of the bowl, some people prefer 

to tip them back when using them for a more even burn and percolation. 
 

2. Best Mini Bong 
 
View Product 

 

https://www.headshop.com/products/str8-brand-5-mini-water-rig-various-colors-1-count?_pos=2&_psq=str8&_ss=e&_v=1.0


Bigger isn’t always better! We found that the Str8 Brand 5" Mini Water Rig gave us the smooth, 

filtered hits we love, thanks to its fixed showerhead percolator. You know, it works by drawing 

the smoke through these openings at the bottom of the tube into the main chamber before 

moving through the mouthpiece. This piece has a clear glass beaker base with a rimmed 

mouthpiece, percolator, and joint available in various colors. We wanted to try a compact piece 

that we could easily take with us, and this baby was perfect. Whether you’re a beginner or an 

experienced smoker, we think you’ll be impressed by the hits you’ll get from this portable little 

rig! 

Features:  

●​ Hand-blown borosilicate glass 

●​ 5” tall 

●​ 14mm male banger  

●​ Carb cap  

●​ Available in various colors 

​
Differentiator: The fixed showerhead perc adds extra filtration of the smoke that really 

upgrades your smoking experience. 

Price: Less than $90 

Value: A 

What’s awesome: In addition to smooth, filtered hits, you’ll get a very chill smoke with the 

angled design of the neck.  

 

Pros:  
 

1.​ Great for first-time users 

2.​ Compact, portable, and discreet​

 

Cons:  
 

1.​ May not hit as hard as a larger bong 

2.​ May be harder to clean 

 



3. Best Filtration Bong 
 
View Product 

 

If you haven’t seen the Freeze Pipe Bong XL yet, it’s a straight tube bong with a freezable 

glycerin chamber that you snap onto the base. The base has a combination inline perc to 

sprinkler perc that actually doubles the percolation and diffusion you’ll get! So, when the smoke 

moves through the water in the base, we found it chilled and filtered the smoke way down. And 

you know, most bongs just stop there. But with the Freeze Pipe Bong XL, the smoke continues 

to move through that awesome frozen glycerin chamber for the iciest, smoothest hits you’ll love. 

 

Features:​
 

●​ Freezable glycerin chamber is 50% bigger on the XL than the other models 

●​ Inline perc to sprinkler perc combo 

●​ Large base offers even more water filtration 

●​ 18mm bowl with a 90-degree joint 

 

Differentiator: Inline Perc to sprinkler perc doubles the percolation and diffusion. 

Price: $169 

Value: A 

What’s awesome: The glycerin actually freezes faster and stays frozen longer than ice without 

cracking the glass. And it’s sealed in the chamber, so it won’t melt like ice does in an ice pinch. 

 

Pros:  
 

1.​ Coolest, smoothest hits 

2.​ High-quality materials 

 

Cons:  
 

1.​ Must freeze at least 1 hour before use 

2.​ Too expensive for some  

 

https://www.headshop.com/products/freeze-pipe-bong-xl?_pos=1&_sid=3a38d5a83&_ss=r


4. Best Percolation Bong 
 
View Product 

 

The US Caliber .75 Caliber Glass Bong is just such a cool, very original design. We love that it’s 

eye catching and all, but we were blown away by the incredibly powerful yet smooth hits. The 

Tomahawk is actually a patent-pending design that has features you just won’t find in other 

bongs. Features like a unique aircraft grade aluminum base and intricate twin turbine 

percolators, whoa! This heavy-duty water pipe is made right here in the USA, of course. It 

makes an awesome gift too because it comes beautifully packaged in its own custom wood 

crate. 

Features: 

●​ 16” tall 

●​ 7mm thick glass! 

●​ Aircraft Grade Aluminum Base 

●​ Twin Turbine Percolators 

●​ Built-in Splash Guard 

​
Differentiator: With twin turbine percs, now we know why this beast is called “smoking artillery!” 

Price: $245 

Value: A 

What’s awesome:  Premium-quality construction and patent-pending design. And the down 

pipe has graduation marks to help gauge water levels. 

 

Pros:  
 

1.​ Super cool design 

2.​ Smooth and powerful hits 

3.​ Premium quality materials 

 

Cons:  
 

https://www.headshop.com/products/us-caliber-75-caliber-glass-bong?_pos=2&_sid=412b7df86&_ss=r


1.​ Not easily portable 

2.​ Very expensive 

 

5. Best High-End Bong 
 
View Product 

 
Get ready to experience the cleanest, smoothest, tastiest smoking seshes of your life with this 

beautiful high-end piece by VITAE Glass. It’s the 23" Voyager + Dual Perc Bong and it has an 

inline downstem with a large honeycomb disc percolator inside the flagship beaker base. We 

decided to add a dual perc on top with another UFO mouthpiece. So, we ended up with 5 total 

percs in this masterpiece by VITAE Glass! We also love that it's made of laboratory grade 

borosilicate glass which is non-porous, which means it won’t absorb chemical residues or odors. 

Features: 

●​ Laboratory grade borosilicate glass  

●​ 23” tall 

●​ 5mm glass thickness 

●​ 20mm thick base 

●​ 14mm bowl size 

Differentiator: This is a 3-piece set, so you’re getting 2 bongs in 1. 

Price: $499 

Value: A+ 

What’s awesome:  Gorgeous coffee table functional art piece. Cool accessories include a dual 

perc, UFO mouthpiece, connector rings, leaf bowl, cleaning caps and plugs. 

 

Pros:  
 

1.​ Ultimate smoking experience 

2.​ Versatile, multi-use design​

 

Cons:  

https://www.headshop.com/collections/bongs/products/23-voyager-dual-perc-bong?_pos=1&_fid=dd5a56023&_ss=c


 

1.​ Extremely expensive 

 

Conclusion 

Glass bongs offer a unique smoking experience that stands apart from smoking a joint or hand 

pipe. Bongs offer a huge range in size, capacity, and accessories, as well as many other 

features. Some users swear glass bongs are simply the best! 

But, getting the results you want from your bong depends on what bong you buy. We created 

the top reviewed glass bongs and water pipes of 2022 to help you in your buying decisions. 

You’ll find that these 5 bongs are different enough so that hopefully one is right for you. 

And if our glass bongs and water pipes aren’t what you’re looking for, consider a silicone bong. 

If you want a portable piece, then you might consider a hammer bubbler. If you want even more 

cooling and filtration, consider a helix bong for extra percolation. If you’re a health-conscious 

smoker, then you should focus on water filtration. Ash catchers are ideal for smokers concerned 

with health.​

 
There are many great bongs available on the market today, but the best one for you will be one 

that meets your budget, while also satisfying your smoking needs. We reviewed dozens of the 

industry’s leading bongs to find the 5 best bongs and water pipes of 2022. With this information, 

we hope to make your purchase a little easier.   

The 5 Best Glass Bongs and Water Pipes: The Top Reviewed of 2022 
 

1.​ Best Affordable Bong - WENEED 12" Classic Beaker Bong 

2.​ Best Mini Bong - Str8 Brand 5" Mini Water Rig 

3.​ Best Filtration Bong - 16" Tomahawk .75 Caliber Twin Turbine Perc Bong 

4.​ Best Percolation Bong - Freeze Pipe Bong XL 

5.​ Best High-End Bong - VITAE Glass 23" Voyager + Dual Perc Bong 

https://www.headshop.com/collections/glass-bongs
https://www.headshop.com/collections/silicone-bongs
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options[prefix]=last&q=hammer%20bubbler*
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options[prefix]=last&q=helix%20bong*
https://www.headshop.com/search?type=product%2Carticle&options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=ash+catcher
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