
 
 
 
 

Sunshine Canyon Landfill: Field Trip Study Guide 

Pre-Trip Tasks: 
 

1.​ Using the diagram and legend below as a guide, do research to find the role and 
function of each of the labeled parts of the diagram. If you are unclear on the difference 
between those two terms, check this link for help. 

a.​   
b.​   
c.​   
d.​   
e.​   
f.​   
g.​   
h.​   
i.​   
j.​   
k.​   
l.​   
m.​   
n.​   
o.​   
p.​   
q.​  

https://www.braintrustgroup.com/2011/role-function-and-purpose-not-the-same-things/


 
 
 
 

2.​ Like many landfills, Sunshine Canyon isn’t without controversy from the public over 
potential hazards to local residents. Read these two news stories (here and here) as a 
start for some research. What are the points of view on each side of this controversy? 
What evidence can you find that supports either side of this controversy? Insert links to 
any relevant research.​
​
 

3.​ One common concern for every landfill is how toxins could potentially escape into the 
local groundwater system. Research the hydrology of the San Fernando and Santa 
Clarita valleys to determine some potential catchments where leachate from the landfill 
could collect. Be sure to include links to your hydrology research and make sure you 
defend your claim based on reasoning from your evidence.​
​
 

4.​ Determine a question you could ask the tour guide that you can’t find the answer to 
online. Make sure you submit your questions on the Sunshine Canyon Field Trip 
Questions & Quickwrite before the trip and make sure you don’t duplicate questions with 
anybody else in class. If you do any brainstorming with other students, make sure that 
you still come up with at least one question per student. 

 

Tasks: 
 

1)​ Get a sound or video recording of yourself asking your pre-written question to the tour 
guide, as well as the guide’s response. Transcribe the interaction below. Make sure to 
include any follow-up questions asked by yourself or anyone else in the group. Upload 
the sound/video file to Google Drive and submit the link to the Sunshine Canyon Field 
Trip Questions & Quickwrite. 

 
Tour guide interaction transcript: 
​
 

2)​ Based on your prior research, what is the significance of the tour guide’s answer to your 
question?​
​
 

3)​ What common design features of modern landfills were you able to observe? Insert 
pictures of at least ten of these different features that you took while on the trip.​
​
 

4)​ Based on the map of the site and the research you’ve previously done, what possible 
design changes could you propose to improve this facility? 

http://www.dailynews.com/2016/11/03/why-a-city-councilman-wants-la-to-stop-dumping-trash-at-sunshine-canyon-landfill/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/republic-majority-of-complaints-about-sunshine-canyon-landfill-coming-from/427464/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mqSvcNAZjoWxVoAqKTSXb94-GkRW1hnSke_3ivqnq6k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mqSvcNAZjoWxVoAqKTSXb94-GkRW1hnSke_3ivqnq6k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mqSvcNAZjoWxVoAqKTSXb94-GkRW1hnSke_3ivqnq6k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mqSvcNAZjoWxVoAqKTSXb94-GkRW1hnSke_3ivqnq6k/edit?usp=sharing
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