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Expanded Lessons from Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem

1. The Authority of Scripture: The Foundation of Theology

Grudem begins his work with the doctrine of Scripture because, without it, no theological
discussion can take place. He reaffirms that Scripture is the ultimate authority for Christian faith
and life. According to Grudem, the Bible is “inerrant” (without error in its original manuscripts),
“sufficient” (providing all we need for understanding God and salvation), and “clear”
(understandable for all who seek God). In the modern age, where the authority of Scripture has
been questioned both inside and outside the church, Grudem emphasizes its unique role as the
inspired Word of God.

A key takeaway here is the practical assurance believers have in studying the Bible. The
doctrine of sufficiency means we don’t need to supplement Scripture with mysticism,
human-made traditions, or cultural philosophies. At the same time, Grudem promotes a high
view of Scripture that leads believers to reverence the Word as a divine gift of truth.

2. The Study of Theology Results in Worship

The heart of Grudem’s theology is that doctrine is meant to deepen our relationship with God.
Theology is not merely an intellectual pursuit—it is a spiritual discipline that leads to awe,
reverence, and practical obedience. Each section of the book stresses how understanding
doctrines—such as God's sovereignty, the cross of Christ, or the gifts of the Holy Spirit—should
inspire worship and gratitude in the believer’s heart.

Grudem reminds readers that humility is essential when studying theology, as understanding
God’s greatness and His grace should drive us to worship with a sense of wonder. For example,
Grudem connects discussions of salvation to a call for personal thanksgiving, showing how
doctrines are not abstract but life-changing truths that should shape a believer's whole heart,
mind, and soul.

3. God’s Nature: The Trinity as Central Doctrine

Grudem argues that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity is essential to the Christian faith. God is one
being existing in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Grudem explains how this unique
Christian doctrine reveals the nature of God’s eternal relationship within Himself and His ability
to relate to humanity.

Grudem carefully walks through biblical passages to explain that each member of the Trinity is
fully God, yet distinct in personhood. He ties this to the practical life of the believer, showing how
the Father’s love, the Son’s atonement, and the Spirit’s work of sanctification impact everyday
faith.



A practical application of this doctrine is seen in prayer—we pray to the Father in the name of
the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit. By meditating on the Trinity, believers are invited to
know God more fully and understand the intimate relationship He offers.

4. God’s Attributes: Worshiping the Creator

Grudem offers a deep look at the attributes of God, dividing them into two categories:
“incommunicable attributes” (qualities that belong to God alone, such as omnipresence,
omnipotence, and immutability) and “communicable attributes” (qualities that humans can
reflect, such as love, justice, knowledge, and mercy).

This distinction helps believers understand both God’s absolute majesty and His ability to
connect personally with His creation. For instance, God’s incommunicable attributes establish
Him as holy, sovereign, and eternal, while His communicable attributes encourage believers to
know Him as a loving and righteous Father. The study of God’s attributes fuels both worship and
trust in His perfect nature.

5. Creation and Providence: Trusting God’s Sovereignty

In his teachings on creation and providence, Grudem emphasizes God’s sovereign control over
all things. He defends the biblical view of God as Creator against modern challenges, such as
evolution, and explains how God not only created the universe but actively sustains it.
Providentially, God is directing all things to fulfill His purposes for His glory and the good of His
people.

For believers, understanding providence builds faith. Grudem reminds readers that even when
life feels chaotic, God is in control, guiding history and their individual lives. This doctrine
provides hope in times of suffering and confidence in God’s ultimate plan.

6. The Person and Work of Christ

Christology, the doctrine of Jesus Christ, stands at the very heart of the Christian faith. Grudem
emphasizes the dual nature of Christ—He is fully God and fully man—explaining how this truth
is essential to understanding redemption, atonement, and the Christian life.

Grudem outlines the steps of Christ’s incarnation, death, resurrection, and ascension, each step
showing His obedience to the Father and His substitutionary death for sinners. This doctrine is
not only foundational for salvation but also shapes how believers live. For instance, Christ’'s
humanity shows us how to depend on God, while His deity assures us of His power and victory.

7. Salvation: Justification, Sanctification, and Glorification

Grudem outlines the stages of salvation in a way that helps believers understand both their
current experience and future hope in Christ. He explains “justification” (being declared
righteous by God through faith), “sanctification” (the process of becoming more like Christ), and
“glorification” (the ultimate transformation of believers in the presence of God).



A powerful emphasis in this section is the balance between God’s initiative in salvation and
human responsibility in sanctification. While God works in believers through grace, they must
actively pursue holiness through prayer, obedience, and faith.

8. The Holy Spirit’s Role in Christian Life

Grudem provides a robust examination of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, often referred to as
“pneumatology.” He outlines the Spirit’s role in empowering believers, equipping them with
spiritual gifts, and growing them in Christlikeness. Grudem also addresses controversial topics,
such as the continuation or cessation of certain spiritual gifts, providing a balanced and
respectful discussion.

Believers are encouraged to rely on the Holy Spirit daily for guidance, assurance, and strength
in their walk with God.

9. The Church: God’s Means of Mission

Grudem describes the church as the visible community of faith through which God’s mission is
accomplished. He explains its nature, purposes, and ordinances (baptism and the Lord’s
Supper) and stresses the importance of gathering as a body of believers. Faithful involvement in
a local church is a key aspect of living as a disciple of Christ.

This section also covers debates over church governance and mission priorities, always
connecting theological differences to a shared purpose: glorifying God through unity and
service.

10. Eschatology: Christian Hope for the Future

Eschatology, the study of “last things,” is essential for understanding Christian hope. Grudem
provides a clear-eyed look at doctrines related to Heaven, Hell, Christ’s second coming, and the
new creation. He also explains different theological viewpoints on issues such as the millennium
(premillennial, amillennial, and postmillennial perspectives) and the rapture.

Rather than focusing solely on debates, Grudem highlights the practical encouragement
eschatology brings—motivating believers to live faithfully in anticipation of Christ’s return and
their future with Him.

11. Unity Amid Theological Differences

Grudem acknowledges that Christians differ on secondary theological matters (e.g., spiritual
gifts, baptism, church practices) and urges believers to pursue unity despite these differences.
His approach encourages faithfulness to Scripture while fostering humility, grace, and love in the
broader body of Christ.

12. Making Theology Accessible for All Believers
One of the greatest strengths of Systematic Theology is its accessibility. Grudem takes complex
ideas and presents them simply without oversimplifying their depth. By balancing biblical



citations, practical applications, and historical insights, he makes theology understandable for all
readers, demonstrating that everyone can and should engage seriously with God’s truth.

Conclusion

Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology is more than a textbook—it is a guide for worship, a call
to deeper maturity, and an invitation to apply doctrine to daily life. The book connects Christian
beliefs with personal transformation, showing how every aspect of theology—from the authority
of Scripture to the nature of salvation—is meant to glorify God and bless His people. For anyone
seeking clarity, confidence, and spiritual growth in their faith, Grudem’s work is a masterful
resource that emphasizes theology’s ultimate purpose: knowing and loving God more fully and
living that truth accordingly.
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