For this project, students create a short podcast episode using the free Anchor app on their smartphones. (If your
students don’t have smartphones, there is free PC software available to do similar tasks: Audacity. There are
numerous tutorials available on this software, but it will not be covered here.) I used this project to replace an in-class
research presentation, and it turned out to be a great speaking and listening project!

Students should be familiar with various formats of podcast episodes. I expose them to various types of
podcasts (one host, two hosts, interviews, etc.) via listening homework assignments.

Teachers should download the Anchor app and be familiar with it before this assignment. It is a very
user-friendly app, and teachers can probably get a good understanding of it by experimenting with features
for about 20 minutes or so. There are also many tutorials online (like this one) to take you through the
features.

The following two resources are extremely helpful in preparing your students to make their own podcasts. I
relied heavily on both of them when explaining the assignment to the students and guiding them through the
project.

o NPR Student Podcast Project
o New York Times: Project Audio

After explaining the assignment to the students, I started by requiring (for homework) each of them to
download the Anchor app on their phones and register for a free account. When they came to class the next
day, we spent class time experimenting with various functions on the app - recording audio, cutting and
editing it, adding music and sound effects, rearranging segments, etc.

I gave the students several days to come up with an overall topic or question for their podcast, and then
helped them to narrow the topic. While narrowing the topic, it was helpful to have the students consider
what type of research they would do, and who they might be able to interview for their episode.

I set several deadlines throughout the month leading up to the project, including a deadline for interview
questions to be submitted, interviews to be conducted, outlines to be submitted, etc.

During the project, I shared my own recordings and challenges with the students - I believe this was helpful
for them as they planned and experimented.

The students published their episodes and shared the link on a Google Doc. In order to share the episodes,
students must publish episodes publicly. I explained this clearly in class, and urged students not to share any
personal information (like last names) unless they were comfortable doing so.

Other students in class were required to listen to 4 other podcast episodes in the week after the episodes had
been published. They completed a peer evaluation of each episode.

We made the project into a contest, and we opened it up to the public. The students and I were able to share
links to podcast episodes with friends, family, and colleagues, and I made a simple survey on SurveyMonkey,
where people could vote for the best episode. I awarded the winner with a special certificate and a small prize.
(The certificate can be found in this folder - I used free Canva software to create it.)
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https://anchor.fm/dashboard
https://www.audacityteam.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FF2-bk9ZxU
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662070097/starting-your-podcast-a-guide-for-students
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/19/learning/lesson-plans/project-audio-teaching-students-how-to-produce-their-own-podcasts.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YFr0mEdq93EmhsE4Mk6Q7QaETbFr19XE2oeV4kUC36Y/edit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1g1AT5RaNUVCxkgfr2_hhC5UInDCl_3uG
https://www.canva.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19CRQvIHLt7PQo3kHJpGCWLm3TY7qY4NxrHTWkQM0l3M/edit#slide=id.p

If you have questions or suggestions about this project, please get in touch! (saraschroeder3@gmail.com)
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