Casio Celviano vs Yamaha Arius
Digital Piano: Sound, Specs & Price

Meta Description: Compare Casio Celviano vs Yamaha Arius digital pianos. Get expert
analysis of sound engines, keyboard actions, features, and pricing across both console
pianos.
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Alt text: Casio AP-550WE Celviano Console Digital Piano White.

Key Takeaways

e Yamaha Arius models deliver the company's renowned CFX concert grand sampling
with Graded Hammer Standard (GHS) or Graded Hammer 3 (GH3) keyboard
actions.

e (Casio Celviano pianos feature the AiR Sound Engine with Tri-Sensor Scaled
Hammer Action—each approach serves different playing priorities and preferences.

e Both lines include furniture-style cabinets with matching benches and integrated
pedal systems, making them complete home piano solutions that blend seamlessly
into living spaces.



e Shop both the Celviano and Arius lines at Sam Ash with expert guidance, multiple
finishes, a 45-day return policy, free shipping on orders over $49..99, and multiple
financing options.

Casio vs Yamaha Approach to Home Digital Piano

The Casio Celviano and Yamaha Arius lines represent different philosophies for bringing
quality piano performance into home environments.

Yamaha emphasizes careful sampling of its renowned CFX concert grand, creating warm,
rich tones with a distinctive character that pianists immediately recognize. Casio's AiR Sound
Engine combines sampling with modeling technology, delivering responsive, expressive
sound with impressive dynamic range at competitive price points.

Understanding what each line offers at various price points helps match the right piano to
your specific needs.

Sam Ash: 100 Years of Music Expertise, Now Online
Your Trusted Music Store Is Back — Stronger Than Ever
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Perfect Gear for Every Musician:

e Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience — perfect
for home practice and recording.

e Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers,
and studio work.

e Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths,
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio
sessions.

e Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup,
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value
purchases.

Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash:
v Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise
v Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians



https://www.samash.com/digital-pianos
https://www.samash.com/shop
https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion
https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards
https://www.samash.com/dj-production
https://www.samash.com/recording

v/ Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later
v/ Large selection from the best brands in music and sound

v Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA

v Famous flash sales and mega deals

Get Expert Guidance:

Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance,
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget.
From bedroom producers to professional studios — we've got your sound covered.

SHOP SAM ASH NOW —

The Yamaha Arius Line: Specs & Pricing

Caption: Yamaha's Arius series has earned its reputation through consistent refinement of
keyboard action, sound quality, and build durability.

Alt text: Yamaha Arius YDP-184R Digital Piano.

Entry-Level Arius: YDP-105

The Yamaha YDP-105 at $899.99 represents the most accessible entry into the Arius line.
Available in both Rosewood and Black finishes, it provides Yamaha's fundamental digital
piano quality at a price point that makes serious piano study achievable for more families.



https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/ydp105r-arius-digital-piano-yydp105rx
https://www.samash.com/ydp105b-arius-digital-piano-yydp105bx

The Graded Hammer Standard (GHS) action develops proper technique from the beginning,
while Yamaha grand piano sampling delivers authentic Yamaha piano character.

Core Arius Options: YDP-S35 & YDP-145

The Yamaha Arius YDP-S35 at $1,199.99 offers Yamaha quality in a slim, space-saving
cabinet design available in Black Walnut and White finishes. Its reduced depth makes it
suitable for apartments and smaller rooms where traditional console pianos would
overwhelm the space, while still providing the weighted-key experience and authentic sound
serious players require.

The Yamaha YDP-145 at $1,199.99, available in Rosewood and Black, delivers the classic
Arius console experience at the same price point. The choice between these models often
comes down to cabinet preference—the YDP-S35's slim profile versus the YDP-145's
traditional furniture-style design.

Both share the same sound engine and keyboard action, ensuring equivalent musical
capability regardless of cabinet choice.

Premium Arius: YDP-184R

The Yamaha Arius YDP-184R at $1,999.99 represents the pinnacle of the Arius line. The
refined GH3 action, sophisticated Virtual Resonance Modeling (VRM) that calculates
complex string and soundboard interactions, and a powerful 2-speaker system with 60W
total output (2 x 30W) deliver the closest approximation to acoustic piano behavior in the
Arius family.

An LCD display simplifies navigation through extensive features. This model serves
advanced players who demand maximum authenticity from their home instrument.

The Casio Celviano Line: Specs & Pricing


https://www.samash.com/ydp-s35b-digital-piano-black-walnut-finish-yydps35bx
https://www.samash.com/ydp-s35wh-digital-piano-white-walnut-finish-yydps35wh
https://www.samash.com/ydp145r-arius-digital-piano-rosewood-yydp145rx
https://www.samash.com/ydp145b-arius-digital-piano-black-yydp145bx
https://www.samash.com/yamaha-arius-ydp-184r-digital-piano-yydp184rx-p

Caption: Casio's Celviano series has evolved dramatically, closing the gap with competitors
through advanced sound engine technology and feature-rich designs.

Alt text: Casio AP-750BK Celviano Console Digital Piano Black.
Entry-Level Celviano: AP-S200
The Casio Celviano AP-S200 at $1,099.99 offers Casio's AiR Sound Engine in a slim,

contemporary cabinet design. Available in Black, Brown, White, and Grey Beige finishes, it
provides more color options than most competitors at this price point.

The Tri-Sensor Scaled Hammer Action delivers faster note repetition than traditional
weighted actions, while the compact cabinet suits modern living spaces.

Mid-Range Celviano: AP-300 & AP-S450

The Casio Celviano AP-300 at $1,599.99 (available in Black, Brown, and White) upgrades
the sound engine and feature set while maintaining an accessible price point. This model
represents the sweet spot for many home players, providing sophisticated sound and touch
without the premium investment required for top-tier instruments.

The Casio AP-S450 at $1,999.99 (available in Black, Brown, and White) combines the slim
cabinet aesthetic with upgraded capabilities.

Premium Celviano: AP-550 & AP-750


https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-aps200-digital-piano-black-caps200bk
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-aps200-digital-piano-brown-caps200bn
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-aps200-digital-piano-white-caps200we
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-aps200-digital-piano-grey-beige-caps200gb
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-ap300-digital-piano-black-cap300bkx
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-ap300-digitial-piano-brown-cap300bnx
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-ap300-digital-piano-white-cap300wex
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-ap-450-digital-piano-black-cap450bkx
https://www.samash.com/casio-celviano-ap-450-digital-piano-oak-cap450bnx
https://www.samash.com/casio-ap-s450we-celviano-digital-piano-white-caps450we

The Casio AP-550 at $2,299.99 (available in Black, Brown, and White) represents a
significant step up in the Celviano line. The enhanced AiR Sound Engine delivers improved
acoustic modeling, including sophisticated string resonance, damper resonance, and lid
simulation.

The upgraded speaker system creates a more immersive sound field that better
approximates the complex resonances of an acoustic instrument.

The Casio AP-750, at $3,199.99, is the flagship of the Celviano line. This premium
instrument features Casio's best-in-class Grand Acoustic System with multi-speaker
configuration, creating a multi-dimensional sound field that mimics the complex resonances
of a grand piano.

The upgraded key action includes longer keys with enhanced tactile feedback, providing
exceptional control for advanced pianists.

Sound Engine Comparison

Yamaha CFX Concert Grand Sampling

Yamaha's approach centers on proper sampling of their flagship CFX concert grand piano.
Each key is sampled at multiple velocities to capture how timbre changes depending on
playing dynamics.

The result is a naturally bright, clear tone with excellent definition that many pianists
immediately recognize as the distinctive "Yamaha sound."

Higher-end Arius models, such as the YDP-184R, include Virtual Resonance Modeling
(VRM), which calculates the complex interactions between virtual strings when notes are
played together or when the damper pedal is engaged.

This creates a rich, immersive sound field similar to what you'd experience playing an
acoustic piano in a good acoustic space.

Casio AiR Sound Engine

Casio's Acoustic and Intelligent Resonator (AiR) sound engine takes a different approach,
combining sampling with sophisticated modeling technology to create responsive,
expressive sound.

The multi-dimensional morphing AiR sound source creates seamless transitions between
dynamic levels, avoiding the "stepped" quality that plagued earlier digital pianos when
playing from soft to loud.

The AIR engine includes String Resonance (simulating sympathetic vibration of unplayed
strings), Damper Resonance (reproducing the characteristic sound bloom when the sustain
pedal is depressed), and in higher models, Lid Simulator and Hall Simulator effects that add
various acoustic environments from intimate recital spaces to concert halls.


https://www.samash.com/casio-ap-550bk-celviano-console-digital-piano-black-cap550bkx
https://www.samash.com/casio-ap-550bn-celviano-console-digital-piano-brown-cap550bnx
https://www.samash.com/casio-ap-550we-celviano-console-digital-piano-white-cap550wex
https://www.samash.com/casio-ap-750bk-celviano-console-digital-piano-black-cap750bkx

Quick Comparison: Yamaha Arius vs Casio Celviano

Feature

Yamaha Arius Line

Casio Celviano Line

Price Range at
Sam Ash

$899.99 — $1,999.99

$1,099.99 — $3,199.99

Sound Engine

CFX Concert Grand Sampling

AiR Sound Engine (Sampling +
Modeling)

Sound Character

Bright, clear, excellent definition

Warm, responsive, expressive
dynamics

Entry Action

Graded Hammer Standard (GHS)

Tri-Sensor Scaled Hammer
Action

Premium Action

Graded Hammer 3 (GH3) with third
sensor

Enhanced Tri-Sensor with longer
keys

Resonance Virtual Resonance Modeling (VRM) | String/Damper Resonance,
Technology on premium models Lid/Hall Simulator
Cabinet Styles Traditional console + slim options Traditional console + slim

options

Finish Options

2-3 per model (Rosewood, Black,
Walnut, White)

3—4 per model (Black, Brown,
White, Grey, Beige)

Speaker Systems

Up to 60W 2-speaker on premium
models

Grand Acoustic System on
flagship

Pedal System

Integrated triple pedal

Integrated triple pedal

Bench Included Yes Yes

Warranty 3 years 5 years

Durability Excellent (15+ years common) Very good (10-15 years
Reputation expected)

Why Buy Your Console Piano from Sam Ash

At Sam Ash, our Gear Expert Team includes trained musicians who understand the
differences between Yamaha and Casio approaches to digital piano design. They can
explain the sound character differences between CFX sampling and AiR modeling, and help
match instruments to your specific playing goals.

Our 45-day return policy gives you confidence that if your chosen instrument doesn't inspire
the practice you hoped for, you can find a better match. Additional benefits include free



https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/return-policy-2024

shipping on orders over $49.99, 60-day price protection, multiple financing options, over 100
years of family-owned expertise, and ongoing support for any questions.

Shop our piano collection today!

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

How long do Casio Celviano and Yamaha Arius digital pianos typically
last?

Digital pianos from both Yamaha and Casio typically provide 10-20 years of reliable service
with proper care. Electronic components generally outlast mechanical components, with
keyboard actions being the most likely part to wear out.

Yamaha Arius models have a slight edge in mechanical durability, with many pianists
reporting excellent condition after 15+ years. Current Celviano models have improved
dramatically in build quality, with lifespans of 10—-15 years expected. Yamaha offers a 3-year
warranty, while Casio provides a 5-year limited warranty on Celviano models.

Between the Casio Celviano and Yamaha Arius, which line is better for
classical piano study?

Yamaha Arius models, particularly those with GH3 action (YDP-165 and YDP-184R), are
often preferred for classical study due to their refined key control and traditional acoustic
piano feel. The Virtual Resonance Modeling in the YDP-184R adds acoustic authenticity,
benefiting the classical repertoire.

Can | use headphones with the Casio Celviano and Yamaha Arius
pianos?

Yes, both lines feature dual headphone outputs, making them excellent for silent practice
and teacher-student lessons. Higher-end Yamaha models include Stereophonic Optimizer
technology that adjusts headphone sound to create a more natural, spacious experience
simulating the sound field of an acoustic piano. For the best experience with either brand,
use quality closed-back headphones with good bass response.

Do digital pianos require maintenance like acoustic pianos?

Unlike acoustic pianos, which require regular tuning and maintenance, digital pianos are
essentially maintenance-free. No tuning, regulation, or voicing services are needed. Regular
cleaning with a soft, dry cloth removes dust from the cabinet and keys. For deeper key
cleaning, a slightly dampened cloth with mild soap can be used occasionally, taking care not
to let moisture reach electronic components.

Does Sam Ash deliver console digital pianos?


https://www.samash.com/digital-pianos

Yes, Sam Ash delivers various brands of console digital pianos. Contact us to discuss

delivery options for your location. Console pianos are furniture-weight instruments that
benefit from professional delivery and setup.

Note: Pricing and/or product availability mentioned in this post are subject to change. Please
check our website for current pricing and stock information before making a purchase.



https://www.samash.com/digital-pianos
https://www.samash.com/
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