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ABSTRACT

A single paragraph set 250-350 words, including keywords and
article classification. The following points should always be
featured:

Background of the study: This is where you explain ‘why’ you
undertook this study. If you are presenting new or novel research,
explain the problem that you have solved. If you are building
upon previous research, briefly explain why you felt it was
important to do so. This is your opportunity to let readers know
why you chose to study this topic or problem and its relevance.
Let them know what your key argument or main finding is.

Aims and scope of paper: The objectives and scope of the
research conducted.

Methods: This is ‘how’ you did it. Let readers know exactly
what you did to reach your results. For example, did you
undertake interviews? Did you experiment in the lab? What
tools, methods, protocols, or datasets did you use?

Results: Summarize the article's main findings; Here, you can
explain ‘what’ you found during your study, whether it answers
the problem you set out to explore, and whether your hypothesis
was confirmed. You need to be very clear and direct and give
exact figures rather than generalize. It is important not to
exaggerate or create an expectation that your paper will not
fulfill.

Contribution: Indicate the main interpretations.

INTRODUCTION

The introduction section must not exceed 20% of the total manuscript length. The introduction
should include several essential elements, namely: (1) the background of the study, which
covers the research urgency or ideal conditions along with the problems addressed; (2) a
relevant literature review; (3) a gap analysis; (4) the research rationale; and (5) the research
objectives or hypotheses. The maximum length of the introduction is 1000 words, equivalent to
1.5 pages. Each paragraph in the introduction should ideally consist of 3-5 sentences. The
introduction must contain no fewer than four interrelated paragraphs. In addition, authors are
not allowed to use a numbered writing system. The required format is Times New Roman, 11 pt,
regular, single spacing, and justified alignment.

At the beginning of the introduction, authors are not advised to immediately present
theoretical concepts. Instead, the introduction should begin with substantive information such as
facts and data from preliminary studies, the problems to be addressed, and an overview of
current findings or existing conditions related to the research topic. The research objectives
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must be presented after the gap analysis. The research benefits are optional and may be included
or omitted. It is also important to indicate that similar topics may have been addressed in
previous studies; however, the current research should still demonstrate a distinct position or
contribution despite the existence of numerous related works.

One of the most crucial aspects of the introduction is the explanation of the research gap.
Authors are required to clearly and explicitly describe aspects that have not been addressed in
previous studies—whether in terms of theory, context, methodology, or approach. This
identification of the gap must be reinforced by a critical review of relevant prior research,
demonstrating how the present study resolves unresolved issues or overcomes limitations found
in earlier works. A systematic presentation of the research gap is the foundation for asserting the
novelty of the study. Therefore, the element of novelty must be articulated clearly, convincingly,
and in a scientifically accountable manner, rather than being a mere normative claim.

It is important to emphasize that in Nak-Kanak: Journal of Child Research, the
Introduction section may not contain subheadings such as “Literature Review” or other
structured subsections. All literature components—including conceptual definitions, theoretical
frameworks, previous studies, and gap analysis—must be integrated into a coherent, reflective,
and argumentative narrative. The flow of ideas should be logical and form a unified
argumentative structure rather than a fragmented one. Theories or concepts should be selected
based on their relevance and analytical value, not simply as decorative citations. The writing
should also reflect an interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary approach consistent with the
journal’s character and rely on credible and up-to-date academic sources (ideally published
within the last 5-10 years).

Furthermore, the introduction must effectively explain the phenomenon under study,
clearly present the direction and focus of the research within a coherent narrative framework,
and demonstrate the academic contribution offered. It must also convincingly articulate the
urgency and novelty of the study in both local and global contexts. “A good introduction
contextualizes the research within both local and global scholarly discourse” (Elsevier, 2023).
Research questions may be included, but they must be embedded smoothly within the narrative
rather than presented as bullet points. Authors must also articulate the main objectives of the
study and situate their research within the broader academic discourse. All citations and
references in the introduction must follow APA 7th edition style and be drawn from relevant,
up-to-date, and reputable academic sources.

METHOD

This section must not exceed 10% of the entire manuscript and should be written concisely,
clearly, and succinctly. Nevertheless, the explanation provided must remain sufficiently detailed
to allow other researchers to replicate and further develop the study. It should be emphasized
that this section is not intended for theoretical exposition.

The Methods section must present the research design clearly and coherently, reflecting
the chosen approach—qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods. Authors are expected to
demonstrate that the selected approach aligns with the scope of the Nak-Kanak: Journal of Child
Research. The description should include the research subjects or objects, the context in which
the study was conducted, and a logical and relevant justification for the methodological choices.
Authors are also encouraged to explain the academic rationale for why the selected
methodological approach is more appropriate than other possible alternatives.

Data collection techniques must be described in detail, along with an explanation of the
research procedures and the stages of data analysis undertaken. Authors need to demonstrate
that the analytical methods used are grounded in relevant theories, concepts, or ideas that
support the main argument of the article. The methodology should be sufficiently detailed to
allow replication by other researchers under comparable conditions. In addition, authors should
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provide a strong justification for why the chosen approach is capable of answering the research
questions accurately and with academic validity.

Furthermore, authors must ensure that all research involving human or animal subjects
has received approval from an authorized ethics committee and includes informed consent
(Elsevier, 2023). It is important to note that providing only the ethics approval number is not
sufficient. The ethical statement must be presented as a brief narrative integrated into the flow
of the Methods section, rather than in bullet points or separate subheadings. An example is
provided below:

“This study was approved by the Research Ethics Committee of [Name of Institution],
with approval number [approval code]. All participants provided written informed consent prior
to data collection, and their identities were protected under strict confidentiality principles.”

If the study did not involve human or animal subjects, authors are still encouraged to state
this explicitly. For example: “This study did not involve human or animal participants and
therefore did not require ethical approval. However, all data were collected in accordance with
institutional ethical standards.”

The Methods section should be presented in paragraphs without subsections or additional
subheadings. Only essential information should be included, and detailed descriptions of the
research design are not required.

The methods include:

Research Design

Participant

Population and the methods of sampling instrumentation (sample of questions, scoring
method, and psychometrlc properties (validity and reliability):

Instrument

Analysis plan (descrlbe statistical tests and the comparisons made; ordinary statistical
methods should be used without comment; advanced or unusual methods may require a
literature citation)

Scope and/or limitation of the methodology you used:

Manuscript can use the STROBE method for observastional studies, SRQR for qualitative
studies, PRISMA for reviews, CARE for case reports, CONSORT for clinical trial
(recommendations).

RESULTS

Results are the main part of a scientific article which contains research results and results of
hypothesis testing. Results can be presented with tables or graphs, to explain the results verbally.
The results sufficiently explain the findings in the real field without including references in the
form of books and articles. (Times New Roman, Size 11 pt, Regular, Space 1, Justify).

Figure and Table

Place image labels below the images and table labels above the table, example:

() (b)

Figure 1. This is a figure....(please describe the figure); Schemes follow the same formatting. If there are
multiple panels, they should be listed as (a) Description of what is contained in the first panel;
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(b) Description of what is contained in the second panel. Figures should be placed in the main
text near the first time they are cited. A caption on a single line should be centered

Table 1. This is a table.....(please describe the table). Tables should be placed in the main text near the
first time they are cited.

No Nama Style Function
1 G1 Tittle Title
2 G2 Author Author
3 G2 Author Afilitation Author Afilitation
DISCUSSION

The Discussion section is the core of a scholarly manuscript, functioning as a space for
researchers to develop an in-depth analysis of the findings previously presented. Authors are
expected to construct sharp and focused arguments that clearly demonstrate their position
regarding the issue under investigation. Each finding must be critically interpreted and logically
connected to the theoretical framework or concepts employed, ensuring that the discussion is
organized systematically, meaningful, and academically rigorous.

This section must be written in an analytical and systematic style, demonstrating a strong
relationship between the data, research methods, and the context of the issue examined.
Repetition of data presentation should be avoided; the discussion is not a place to restate the
results but a platform for reflection, conceptual reasoning, and the strengthening of scientific
arguments. Authors must also avoid confirmation bias (often referred to as cocokology in
Indonesia)—the tendency to align research findings with numerous previous studies in a
sequential manner without meaningful analysis. For instance, statements such as “These
findings are consistent with Alif (2024), Amin (2024), and Dinda (2023)” without explaining
the relevance or theoretical contribution of such consistency represent weak argumentation. This
practice not only weakens the quality of the discussion but also reflects a lack of clarity in
articulating the scholarly contribution. Instead, authors are encouraged to cite one or two truly
relevant studies—those already discussed in the introduction—and then analyze them
reflectively and critically to strengthen the article’s academic position.

Research findings must also be integrated into existing theories or directed toward
developing new theoretical insights or strengthening the current conceptual framework.
Therefore, the conceptual framework should be clearly described and used as the foundation for
interpreting the data so that the flow of discussion remains coherent and argumentative. Authors
are also expected to reaffirm the novelty of their research in this section—not only in the
introduction. This reaffirmation serves to highlight the unique contribution of the study to the
advancement of knowledge, whether through theoretical expansion, new approaches, or
alternative understandings of the issue examined.

Furthermore, authors should present the theoretical and practical implications of the
research in a balanced manner. Theoretical implications may include how the findings reinforce,
challenge, or extend existing theories, while practical implications may relate to the relevance of
the results for public policy, education, socio-cultural issues, or other professional fields. Both
types of implications need to be articulated convincingly to emphasize the significance of the
research in academic and applied contexts.

To enrich the discussion, authors are also expected to explicitly acknowledge the
limitations of the research—whether methodological, contextual, or conceptual. These
limitations should not be viewed as weaknesses but as a reflection of academic integrity and
awareness of the aspects not yet addressed in the study. Based on these limitations,
recommendations for future research should emerge logically and argumentatively, whether in
the form of broader contextual exploration, examination of new variables, or the use of different
methodological approaches.
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Equally important, the discussion must address the international contribution and
relevance of the research findings, especially if the results relate to global issues or have
potential applications beyond the local context. This component should be integrated
substantively into the discussion, not merely mentioned in passing. It should explain how
findings from a local context can contribute to international discourse. The absence of this
element may weaken the article’s position within the global academic community and reduce its
competitiveness for publication in high-impact journals.

A strong Discussion section does not merely describe what was found but explains why it
matters, how it contributes to theory, practice, and the global academic community, and what
may be explored in future studies. Reflective, critical, and internationally oriented writing in the
Discussion section is a key determinant of a manuscript’s eligibility for publication in
Nak-Kanak: Journal of Child Research.

The discussion include:

Implications :
Research Contribution:
Limitations :
Suggestions

Authors should use the results of previous studies that match at least 10 articles, and those
that contradict at least 15 articles with active DOI. The contribution of the research results needs
to be raised, as well as the limitations of the research. In the discussion section it is not
permitted to use numbering. (Times New Roman, Size 11 pt, Regular, Space 1, Justify).

CONCLUSION

The conclusion should provide a comprehensive yet concise summary of the research findings
and the analysis presented in the preceding discussion. Authors should not repeat data or
introduce new findings; instead, the conclusion should emphasize a synthesis of the arguments,
the academic stance, and the main contributions of the study in a clear and meaningful manner.
This section must highlight the scholarly contribution of the research, whether in the form of
theoretical reinforcement, the proposal of new perspectives, or relevant practical applications.
Additionally, the conclusion may briefly restate theoretical and practical implications, provided
that these aspects have been adequately addressed in the discussion section.

Suggestions for future research should not be elaborated extensively in the conclusion. If
included, they must be conveyed briefly as a reaffirmation of reflections previously discussed,
not as new issues or topics. The conclusion should be written in a flowing narrative paragraph,
not in bullet points or lists. Ideally, this section should comprise approximately 10% of the total
manuscript length and should be structured in a way that unifies the entire article into a coherent
and academically robust whole. (Times New Roman, Size 11 pt, Regular, Space 1, Justify).
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Appendix

Appendixes are optional and should be included only when they contain supplementary
information that is essential for understanding the research but would disrupt the flow of the
main text if placed within it. Each appendix must be concise, well-organized, and directly
relevant to the study. To maintain readability and focus, the length of an appendix should not
exceed two pages.
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