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PROVOCATION #6 (PART 1) - TURNING INDIGENOUS INEQUITY TO EQUITY 

Aisha Mir 

REFLECTION & CRITICAL THINKING 

This short documentary emphasizes how the education system has long perpetuated harmful 

stereotypes about Indigenous peoples, leading to deep misunderstandings between Indigenous 

and non-Indigenous communities. To move toward reconciliation, changes are needed in 

education, such as revising textbooks, incorporating Indigenous voices, and teaching accurate 

Indigenous history via storytelling by true Indigenous representation.  

This accuracy can be further supported by ensuring Indigenous presence and representation in 

learning spaces and teacher training, allowing educators to bring relevant, first-hand experiences 

into the classroom such as consultancies like Len Pierre’s. While reconciliation will take 

generations in the words of Senator Sinclair, these steps are essential for creating a more 

respectful and balanced future. 

KAIROS Canada (2016) asserts the words of Senator Sinclair; the abusive education system has 

deeply impacted Indigenous communities, leading to high youth suicide and incarceration rates. 

Hon. Senator Sinclair further has said, ‎” Education has gotten us into this mess, and education 

will get us out,”  

Analyzing Senator Sinclair's statement through the lens of "history as ongoing" and the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) highlights the enduring effects of colonial policies in 

education. The TRC’s work underscores how past injustices continue to shape Indigenous 



experiences, with issues like youth suicide and incarceration linked to systemic oppression. 

Sinclair’s belief that education is “the means to fix this” aligns with the TRC's emphasis on 

transforming educational narratives to instill understanding, reconciliation, and long-term 

healing for Indigenous communities. 

DEEPER CRITICAL THINKING 

I find it unsettling that nations striving to reconcile their colonial past often replicate ethnocentric 

practices in classrooms in the present. Western ideologies continue to be upheld as the standard, 

which may acknowledge one marginalized community while marginalizing others. This paradox 

underscores the need for a more inclusive approach that values diverse perspectives and 

challenges the dominance of any single ideology. By learning from our past and not repeating it, 

we can honour the lives and experiences of those who came before us. 
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