
From Kick-Off to Cup - a Rugby Timeline  By Ashleigh Young 
Walt: build comprehension skills by answering a range of questions about 

a text. To understand different types of questions.  
Answer the questions underneath in a DIFFERENT COLOUR, please.  

 
Types of Questions 

 Literal (L) = the answer is in the text.  
Reorganisation (R) = the answer is in different places in the text  

Inference (I) = the answer is suggested and we have to find the clues 
Vocabulary (V) = the answer is about the meaning of words  

Evaluation (E) = the answer needs us to bring different ideas together  
 

1]. How was rugby ‘born’? (R) 
A]. In 1823 in England, a boy (William Webb Ellis)  was playing football. He picked up 
the ball and ran with it. 

2]. How long since rugby started till it reached New Zealand? (I) 
A]. 1823-1870  (+7 +40) = 47 

3].Where did New Zealand’s first team tour? (L)  
A]. They toured New South Wales in Australia 

4].  Why was the first rugby team to go to Britain called ‘The Natives’? (I) 
A]. Because the team consisted of mostly Māori players - 21 of 26 

5].  What were ‘The Natives’ the first to do?  (R)  
A]. Perform the haka before all of their matches 

6].  What was the Ranfurly Shield supposed to be? (L) 
A]. A cup not a shield. 

7].  How are The All Blacks thought to have got their name? (R) 
A]. Because they wore black shirts is one theory, another is that it was misspelt from 
All Backs. 

8].  In 1921 What did the Springbok players do to insult the Maori culture? (R)  
A]. Turned their backs on the cultural performance (poi dance) and refused to shake 
hands with maoru players. 

9].  What does Invincible mean?  (V)  
A]. It means that you or your team are unbeatable 

10]. Why could George Nepia not tour with the team to South Africa? (I)  
A]. Because he was Māori and they refused to play with him on NZ’s team. 

11]. What caused New Zealanders to protest in 1960? (I)  
A]The South African Prime minister refused to let Māori play 

12]. What was the ‘first time’ event in 1971? (I)  
A]They lost their first series to the British Lions 



13]. Who was the violence between in 1981? (I) 
A]Tour protestors, tour supporters and police. 

13]. When was the first World Cup played and who was the captain of the All Blacks? 
(R) 
A] David Kirk 

14]. When was the first Women’s World Cup played and who was the captain of the 
Black Ferns? (R) 
A]Farrah Palmer was the captain and they won gold in 1998. 

15]. Why did South Africa apologise to New Zealand? (I) 
A]They apologised for refusing to let Māori play in the past. 

15]. Do you think the Black Ferns should be paid equally to the All Blacks? Is it fair 
that they play for pride and passion? Explain your answer (E) 
A] Students own answer, must relate to text. 

 
 
 
 


