
CAPÍTULO 5 
La niñez - Preguntas: ¿Cómo eras tú cuando eras joven?  ¿Cómo era la vida antes? 

 
Summative Assessments: 

A (listening):  Students will listen to information presented about an image given. 
B (reading):  Students will read someone describing their childhood. 
C/D (speaking):  Students will look at a classmate’s childhood and talk about it. 
C/D (writing):  Students will write a speech of how things were. 

 
EL IMPERFECTO 

 
The imperfect is the other past tense along with the preterite. Generally speaking, we use the imperfect 
for repeated actions in the past. There is no specific beginning or end. Throughout Unit 5 we will focus 

on examples and usages of it. Not until Unit 6 will we compare the two verb tenses.   
 

 

Uses of the Imperfect 
●​ Ongoing, habitual, repeated 
●​ Thoughts and Feelings  

(querer, preferir, sentir, saber, desear, pensar, 
creer, esperar, tener ganas de, amar) 

●​ Description of the past/background/scenery 
●​ Was/were...ing, used to 
●​ Description of someone/something 
●​ Time telling 
●​ Age 
●​ Weather 

 

TRIGGERS 
●​ a menudo often 
●​ a veces sometimes 
●​ todos los días (jueves, viernes, etc.) every day 
●​ cada año (día, mes, verano, etc) every year 
●​ de vez en cuando once in a while 
●​ Generalmente generally 
●​ Siempre always 
●​ todo el tiempo all the time 
●​ con frecuencia frequently 
●​ Frecuentemente frequently 
●​ Mucho a lot 
●​ Nunca never 
●​ por un rato for some time 
●​ tantas/varias/muchas veces so many, various, 

many times  

 

 
 
 
 

 



En mis ratos libres…In my free time 
El apodo nickname 
Los juguetes toys 
Los vecinos neighbors 
El vecindario neighborhood 
Crecer to grow up 
Nacer to be born (use in preterit) 
La niñez childhood 
Trepar los árboles to climb trees 
Hacer travesuras to play tricks 
Compartir to share 
Asustarse to get scared 
Soñar con…to dream about 
Pelear to fight 
Contar chistes to tell jokes 
Construir to build 
Castillos de arena sand castles 
Jugar con muñecas to play with dolls  
Mirar dibujos animados to watch 
cartoons 
Odiar to hate 
Jugar al escondite/a la llevas/ rayuela 
To play hide and go see, tag, 
hopscotch 
 
Molestar (gustar) to bother 
Fastidiar (gustar) to annoy 
Caer bien/ mal (gustar) to get along / 
to not get along 
Fascinar (gustar) to really like 
 
Use Unit 1 Hobbies 

De niño/a…as a kid 
De pequeño/a…as a kid 
De chiquito/a…as a kid 
Cuando era niño/a…when I was a kid 
Cuando era joven…when I was 
young 
Cuando tenía __ años…when I was 
___ years old 
En aquel entonces… back then 
En aquellos tiempos…in those times 
En aquella época…in that time 
En mis tiempos…in my times 
En los buenos tiempos…in the good 
ol’ days  
En los viejos tiempos…in the old 
days 
 
 
Aventurero/a adventurous 
Conversador/a talkative 
Solitario/a lonely 
Impaciente impatient 
Consentido/a – Mimado/a spoiled 
Egoísta selfish 
Bondadoso/a kind 
Insoportable unbearable 
Mono/a cute 
Grosero/a rude 
Peligroso/a dangerous 
Ruidoso/a noisy 
Sencillo/a simple 

¿Qué tiempo hacía? What was the 
weather like? 
Hacía fresco. It was cool. 
Hacía frío. It was cold. 
Hacía sol. It was sunny. 
Hacía viento. It was windy. 
Hacía calor. It was hot. 
Hacía buen tiempo. It was nice out. 
Hacía mal tiempo. It was bad out. 
Nevaba. It was snowing. 
Llovía. It was raining. 
Estaba despejado. It was clear. 
la primavera spring 
el verano summer 
el invierno winter 
el otoño fall 
la estación season 
 
 
 
Hay there is/there are 
Había:  there used to be/there were 
 
O vs U for or when in front of O or 
HO 
verano u otoño 
 
Y vs E for and when in front of O or 
HO 
 
Hijos e hijas 

 
 
 

 


