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The first step to being able to legally drive a car in Ontario is to get a G1 license. The G1 
license helps brand-new drivers gain the experience and skills needed to drive a motor 
vehicle safely and is the first step in becoming fully licensed.  
 
This article provides a comprehensive look at the requirements and restrictions for getting 
your G1 license in Ontario, guiding you through each step. The following is a brief overview 
of what this article covers:  
 

●​ What is the G1 license? 
●​ What do you need to qualify for the G1 license?  
●​ The process of getting your G1 license.  
●​ How to prepare for the G1 written test. 
●​ What to expect for the G1 road test? 
●​ What can you NOT do with a G1 license? 

An Overview Of The G1 License 
Ontario's G1 licensing system is part of a ranked licensing program introduced by the 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation. This system allows new drivers to safely practice and gain 
driving experience with specific restrictions until they can qualify for full driving privileges.  
 
In Ontario, there are 15 types of driver’s licenses, each with restrictions on the type of 
vehicle and driver certifications needed to operate a vehicle. The G1 license is the lowest 
rank of license, issued to first-time learners. The G1 license is followed by the G2, and 
finally, a full G license which allows for individual, unsupervised driving.  
 
The G1 license comes with the most restrictions on driving conditions, such as drivers only 
being allowed to practice with supervision. For a full list of all the G1 driving restrictions, see 
[Restrictions For G1 Drivers In Ontario]. By understanding and complying with these 
restrictions, you'll be better prepared to navigate the licensing system in Ontario.  
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The Essential Requirements To Qualify For The G1 In Ontario  
There are several essential requirements for getting your G1 in Ontario, including a written 
test, an eye test, and a minimum age requirement. These are briefly outlined below. 
 

1.​ Age: Be at least 16 years old. 
2.​ Pass an eye test: If you wear glasses or contact, bring them with you for the test.  
3.​ Pass a written test: This includes 40 multiple-choice questions on road rules and 

signage. There are two sections with 20 questions each. You need to get 16 out of 20 
questions correct for each section to pass.  

 
If you are confident you will meet all three basic requirements, then read on to find out how 
to prepare for and get your G1 license.  

The Process Of Getting Your G1 License In Ontario  
Once you are certain you will meet all the necessary G1 license requirements, there are 
several steps to start the process of getting your license.  
 

1.​ Study for the written test. While road rules and signs may seem easy to 
understand, it’s best to show up to the test prepared. You can do this by studying the 
Official MTO Driver’s Handbook, which provides detailed driving rules and regulations 
for Ontario. Other online resources are also readily available.  

2.​ Go to your nearest Drive Test Centre. You do not need to book a test in advance, 
but you do need to remember to bring proof of identification and a form of 
payment.  

3.​ Complete the written test. This is available in multiple languages, and if you 
struggle to read or write, an oral test is also available.  

4.​ Receive your temporary license. Once you pass the written test and pay the fee, 
you will receive a temporary G1 license immediately.  

 
After this point, you are free to practice driving for a minimum of 12 months, after which you 
may attempt your G1 road test, which allows you to move on to your G2 license. You may 
also attempt your G2 license after 8 months if you are enrolled in a driver’s education 
course.  
 
Remember, during this period, you must adhere to the G1 restrictions and gain as much 
driving practice as possible. This will help you build the skills and confidence needed to pass 
the G1 road test.  

Tips On How To Prepare For The G1 Written Test 
Preparing for the G1 test requires serious study and practice. As mentioned above, you will 
need to study the Official MTO Driver's Handbook thoroughly. However, there are 
several things you can do to prepare for the test to ensure you have the best chance of 
passing it on the first attempt. 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/official-mto-drivers-handbook


1.​ Online practice tests. There are several free online G1 practice tests available 
online. These are very helpful for getting a feel for the kind of questions that will be 
on the test.  

2.​ Get enough sleep. The night before the test you should aim to get enough sleep so 
you have your wits about you for the knowledge test.  

3.​ Don’t rush the test. Make sure to read every question carefully to avoid making silly 
mistakes.  

4.​ Stay calm. You can always retake it if you fail, there is no limit on how many times 
you can attempt the G1 license test.  

 
Remember, the aim is not just to pass the test but to understand and internalize the rules of 
the road so that you can be a safe and responsible driver.  

Navigating The G1 Road Test: What To Expect  
Now that you’ve passed the G1 written test and practiced driving for a minimum of 12 
months, what happens next? Most G1 drivers take the G1 exit test at the end of their 
12-month driving trial period. The road test is an opportunity for G1 drivers to apply what 
they learned and demonstrate that they have the necessary skills to operate a vehicle 
safely under various driving conditions.  
 
The G1 Exit Test Checks A Driver’s Knowledge On: 
 

●​ Turning and turn signals. 
●​ How to come to a stop. 
●​ Parallel parking. 
●​ One-way streets. 
●​ How to change lanes. 
●​ How to complete a 3-point turn. 
●​ How to drive in a residential neighborhood.  
●​ How to navigate traffic lights, stop signs, and yield signs.  

 
The test usually lasts about 20 minutes, and once you complete your G1 exit test, you hold a 
G2 license which comes with fewer restrictions. At the end of your G2 license, you will need 
to complete a second road test to qualify for your final driver’s license.  
 
Remember, the aim of the test is not just to show that you can operate the vehicle, but that 
you can do so safely and responsibly.  

Restrictions For G1 Drivers In Ontario 
While you hold a G1 license, you will be subject to several restrictions on how and where to 
drive. All the restrictions on a G1 driver are listed below: 
 

●​ You must be accompanied by a fully licensed driver with at least four years of 
driving experience. The accompanying driver must sit in the front passenger seat and 



have a blood alcohol level of less than 0.05% if they are over 21. If they are under 
21, their blood alcohol level must be zero.  

●​ You cannot drive between midnight and 5 a.m. 
●​ You cannot drive on a 400-series highway or high-speed expressways unless 

accompanied by a driving instructor.  
●​ You cannot have any alcohol in your blood while driving.  
●​ Every passenger driving with you must wear a seatbelt.  

 
These restrictions may seem limiting, but they are designed to provide a safe environment in 
which new drivers can gain driving experience. Moreover, violating restrictions comes 
with a hefty fine, possible demerit points, and even license suspension. Therefore, it’s 
crucial to stick to these restrictions until you pass your G1 exit test.  

Conclusion: Your Journey To G1 Driving In Ontario  
Navigating the path to your G1 license in Ontario can seem daunting, but with the right 
preparation and understanding, it can be a smooth and educational process. The 
requirements and restrictions for getting your G1 in Ontario are designed to ensure you 
become a safe and responsible driver.  
 
Remember, the journey doesn't end with getting your G1 license - it is just the first step to 
becoming a fully licensed driver. So, study hard, practice often, respect the restrictions, and 
embrace the journey to becoming a licensed driver in Ontario. 
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