
Primary sources for ancestry research 
 
Census Records - most genealogists 
start with census records​
 
Civil Registrations - commonly the 
second stop 
 
Religious Records - essential for 
pre-1869 ancestors 
 
Land Records - valuable if you know 
exactly where and when your ancestor lived 
 
Municipal Records - much of this in Dufferin County is housed at the 
museum 

●​ Try Duff Stuff https://ogs.on.ca/fh_ont_landrecords.php 
 
Ontario Maps - The Evolution of the District and County System 
1788-1899 
​
Ontario Libraries, Archives and Repositories 

●​ Family History Library Catalogue 
 
Militias - War of 1812 
​
Canadian Genealogist magazine1979-1988 

●​ There are many quirky articles here so the data is in the detail e.g. 
What is the average price of groceries? 

 
Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario Digital Collection 
 
Ontario Cemeteries Index 
http://vitacollections.ca/ogscollections/2818487/data?grd=3186 
 
The Ontario Name Index (TONI) 

https://ogs.on.ca/fh_ont_census.php
https://ogs.on.ca/fh_ont_civilreg.php
https://ogs.on.ca/fh_ont_religiousrecords.php
https://ogs.on.ca/fh_ont_landrecords.php
https://ogs.on.ca/fh_ont_municipalrecords.php
https://ogs.on.ca/fh_ont_landrecords.php
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/maps/textdocs/ontario-districts-maps.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/maps/textdocs/ontario-districts-maps.aspx
https://familysearch.org/search/
https://ogs.on.ca/1812-militia.php
https://ogs.on.ca/cdn_genealogist.php
http://collections.fwio.on.ca/search
http://vitacollections.ca/ogscollections/2818487/data?grd=3186


https://ogs.on.ca/toni.php 
 
Longitudinal Immigrant Database 
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/webarchives/20060205132957/http://
www.cic.gc.ca/english/research/papers/menu-imdb.html 
 
AVITUS - The Directory of Canadian Geneological Resources 
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/genealogy/avitus/Pages/avitus.as
px 
 
Canadian Patents 1869-1919 
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/patents-1869-1919/Pages/canadi
an-patents-1869-1919.aspx 
 
 
Military Records 
 

1.​ http://www.canadaatwar.ca/content-7/world-war-ii/facts-and-information/ 
 

●​ Pre-War Canadian Forces 
●​ Canadian Armed Forces Intake During WWII (By Province) 
●​ Casualties 
●​ WWI/WWII Comparison 
●​ Canadian Government War Expenditure, 1939-1950 
●​ First Nations/Metis/Inuit Canadians 
●​ The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) 
●​ Industry 
●​ Canadian Firefighters 
●​ Medical 

 
Original Source of this information: 
http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/his/oh-ho/detail-eng.asp?BfBookLang=1&
BfId=33 
 
First World War Military Heritage 
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/Pa
ges/introduction.aspx 
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World War II immigration statistics 
https://www.pier21.ca/wp-content/uploads/files/research_1928to1971_immigration_st
atistics.pdf 
 
Number of casualties in the First World War, 1914 to 1918, and the Second 
World War, 1939 to 1945 
http://www65.statcan.gc.ca/acyb02/1947/acyb02_19471126002-eng.htm 
 
Canada at War tables 
http://www65.statcan.gc.ca/acyb01/acyb01_0010-eng.htm#t1947 
 
Library and Archives of Canada 

●​ Second World War: 1939-1945 
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/second-world-war/Pag
es/introduction.aspx#g 

 
Library of Congress (focused on American perspectives) 
​  
General Search 

●​ https://www.loc.gov/ 
 
Lists of Images on Popular Topics 

●​ https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/listguid.html 
 
National Jukebox 

●​ http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/ 
 
Veterans History Project 

●​ https://www.loc.gov/vets/ 
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