
Low Level Behaviors/Classroom Managed Behaviors teacher responses in an ES setting. 

Behavior What we typically say... What we can say instead... 

Running  ●​ Stop 
●​ Don’t Run 
●​ No Running 

●​ Please use your walking feet  
●​ Please walk Safely 
●​ Please use hallway PRIDE 

Touching others/ objects that 
do not belong to them 

●​ Stop Touching 
●​ Don’t Touch 
●​ That’s not yours 

●​ Please keep your hands to yourself 
●​ Please stay in your space 
●​ Respect others’ space 

Head Down ●​ Pick your head up ●​ Table/shoulder tap (individual) 
●​ Side conference with the student to see if 

they are ok (individual) 
●​ Eyes on me  
●​ Please look up here 
●​ Check your bodies 
●​ Focus on the speaker/attention 

Profanity not directed at a 
person/Inappropriate tone 

●​ We don't use that language in here 
●​ That is not ok 
●​ Don’t talk like that 

 

●​ I can see your upset, how can I help you? 
●​ Give them a replacement word “I think you 

meant _______.” 
●​ Private conference with the student 
●​ Provide an accommodation or support 

frustration 
●​ Remember we are at school 
●​ We are having a civil respectful class 

discussion (debate) 

Side 
Conversations/noise/Calling 

Out 

●​ Shhhhhhhhhhhh 
●​ Stop talking 
●​ Quiet 
●​ Don’t Talk​  
●​ Not your turn 

●​ Check your voice, eyes up front 
●​ Save that thought for later 
●​ Write it down for later 
●​ Our voice is off/quite 
●​ Hold that thought 



●​ I didn’t call on you 
●​ Stop shouting out 

●​ Save that for the end of class 
●​ I will call on students who have their hands 

up 

Passive refusal (not paying 
attention) 

●​ Hello 
●​ Call by name and say “pay attention” 
●​ Are you with me? 

●​ Shoulder or desk tap (individual) 
●​ Eyes and ears on me 
●​ Show me your ready 
●​ Look and Listen 
●​ Is everything ok, do you feel ok? 
●​ Private student conference 

Preparedness ●​ You forgot again, really? 
●​ Take out your stuff 
●​ Why did you forget 
●​ No surprise 

●​ What do you need? 
●​ Ask your neighbor to share materials 
●​ Redirect to classroom community 

resources 
●​ Private student conference 
●​ Be explicit with arrival routines 

Put Downs ●​ Don’t talk that way 
 

●​ Be kind, nice 
●​ Use nice words 
●​ Be respectful 
●​ Please treat others the way you would like 

to treated. 
●​ Be a bucket filler 
●​ Reset 

Electronic Devices (without 
student refusal) 

●​ You know you are not supposed to 
have your phone 

●​ If I see it again it’s a referral  

●​ There is a time and a place for the phone, 
maybe later. 

●​ Can that wait? 
●​ Arrival routine: please remember to put 

your phones away, or have a community 
location for them. 

●​ Non-verbal cue 

 


