Stop lllegal Fireworks! (SIF)

THE ISSUE / OUR GOALS

Formed in February of 2025, SIF is a grassroots organization in the City of
Richmond working to end the use of illegal fireworks due to their fire danger
during the dry months (and the potential increase in property insurance
rates if they cause a firestorm); their loud noise terrifying pets and wildlife,
and people with PTSD, dementia, and autism; the toxins they put in the air
we breathe; the injury risk of using fireworks; and the general noise

disturbance they make.

We were frustrated because RPD had been unable to catch fireworks
users—by the time police arrived, it was too late and they’d left. In July of
2025, the Richmond Police, using drone enforcement, were able to

cite fireworks offenders!

Our goals are to 1) create community pressure to let the folks setting off
fireworks know that the community does not want illegal fireworks here,
and 2) to get the City Council to enact a stronger ordinance with higher,

stackable fines and a social host ordinance that extends to public areas.

Our approach is based on a successful grassroots campaign in Richmond
to stop celebratory gunfire around the year 2000 called Have Fun But Don’t

Shoot Your Gun.

RECENT ATTEMPTS TO ADDRESS THE FIREWORKS PROBLEM



2026.07.04_Richmond Police Dept. used drones as first
responders and cited 6 violators and seized fireworks.
Facebook video: click
2026.06.24 Richmond Police Dept. and local cable station KCRT
release a public service announcement on the harms caused
by illegal fireworks on social media click
2026.05.26_Council directed staff to draft an amended
fireworks ordinance—add $1,000 per discharge and host liability
— to vote on at a later date click
2026.04.22_ Council voted to send a letter to Gov. Gavin
Newsom asking him to stop the illicit importation of illegal
fireworks from Nevada. letter: click resolution: click
2025.fall_Richmond Police Department created a Stop lllegal
Fireworks page on its website. click
2025.07.04_Richmond Police Department used drones as first
responders and were able to cite over a dozen fireworks
violators and seized over $10,000 in illegal fireworks. video:
click, report: click
2025.06_Public education campaign/stop illegal fireworks sign
blitz click
2025.05.19_Stop lllegal Fireworks in Richmond Town Hall click
2025.04.29 Richmond Standard_ The City Council tabled
Councilmember Bana’s agenda item to triple fines for
fireworks-related violations in high-risk zones. Instead, they
approved a motion directing city staff--including the fire,
police, legal, and public works departments--to work with
residents and return with comprehensive policy
recommendations. A video of the discussion is in the article. _click
2025.03.28_Richmondside_Richmond residents fighting illegal
fireworks click
2025.02.04 City Council meeting re: drones vs fireworks show
on July 3. Voted no to drone show. See presentation at hour 3,
minute 54. click

s Excerpt from staff report:


https://fb.watch/IeyB1y2yet/
https://fb.watch/HZ4ZgzWK-s/
https://fb.watch/HZL4bRXsCk/
https://pub-richmond.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=61596
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:f96c4fcb-b4fd-4781-a964-f8781baf1757
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:b85ea02c-fa4e-4c7a-8916-44c5703a06ca
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/4885/Stop-Illegal-Fireworks
https://www.facebook.com/reel/736117872699875
https://www.facebook.com/reel/736117872699875
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/4885/Stop-Illegal-Fireworks#docaccess-b6ebb3f84aff1fefe794e537e7481259f3f00fc903736876e38104208e8122c7
https://richmondstandard.com/richmond/2025/06/23/stop-illegal-fireworks-signs-offered-to-richmond-residents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmI0Ngz6P_U
https://richmondstandard.com/community/2025/05/01/richmond-reckons-with-fireworks-pollution/
https://richmondside.org/2025/03/28/richmond-residents-fighting-illegal-fireworks/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJWTstleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHRYElRuYAXfikp5rIj5CYUgX4pnI2DYtic0QPjQ_lmbbViFMPPAiwmCieg_aem_anB1tXU-10_WqHwCgULF9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KO33ZXKjtU

s “RFD also noted that the most significant issues with illegal
fireworks occurred during the pandemic. During that time,
staff efforts to confiscate illegal fireworks were met with
hostility, highlighting the challenges of enforcement.

= Implementing an ordinance may provide law
enforcement with the ability to issue fines for the use of
illegal fireworks; however, this alone is not a guaranteed
solution for curbing their use. Enforcing such regulations
would require additional resources. A complementary
approach would involve engaging the community
through social media and other media outlets to
promote a zero-tolerance message regarding illegal
fireworks.”

s 2022/2023 Richmond Crime Prevention meeting re: the illegal
fireworks problem click

s 2021.11.16_Richmond City Council voted against fining property
owners with fireworks on their property and made these other
recommendations: have staff track illegal fireworks usage,
review polices from other cities, consider a buyback
program, educate the community on fines, and establish
incentives for resident to report illegal firework sales — as of
4/28/25, these suggestions have not been implemented. The
fireworks discussion starts at hour 5, minute 22. click

= 2021.08_Richmond Progressive Alliance (RPA) Blog post on
Fireworks click

s 2020_Richmond Crime Prevention roundtable on the illegal
fireworks problem click

s 2020.07.05_The Richmond Standard_Video of fireworks in
Richmond click

s 2020.07_Tom Butt’s e-forum_Efforts made by City to
discourage illegal fireworks click

ORDINANCES


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7B5SNAJ2Gc
https://richmond.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=30&clip_id=5090
https://www.richmondprogressivealliance.net/exploding_fireworks
https://www.youtube.com/live/Y8Q1fKNs9bg?si=gWrNRIKD1dbNlTMJ
https://richmondstandard.com/richmond/2020/07/05/an-explosive-july-4-in-contra-costa-county/?utm_source=facebook&utm_content=photo
http://www.tombutt.com/forum/2020/20-7-6.html

State of California

2023_ AB1403 signed into law, implemented in 2024. Fines were
increased for possession of fireworks in CA (not applicable to

Richmond because it's a charter city). click

2022 _Patch_ definition of Safe and Sane fireworks, dates they

can be sold and list of CA cities that allow them. click

City of Richmond’s ordinance click

City of San Pablo's ordinance click

USEFUL LINKS

s 2025 Injuries and deaths in USA. click

m 2025.06.27_Los Angeles Times: CA taxpayers cover cost of
disposing of confiscated fireworks / fireworks air pollution
comparable to wildfire’s. click

m 2025.06_San Jose using 311 reporting app: webinar click and
CBS news story. click

s 2024 _San Francisco’s Civil Grand Jury Report: Uncontrolled
Burn: Dimming the Spark of lllegal Fireworks in San
Francisco. click

n 2024 Baykeeper Swimmers finding debris in water from
fireworks is SF Bay. click

m 2024 Cal Matters_Possible CA/NV Interstate Compact -- data of
sales of fireworks to CA residents purchased in NV shared
with CA law enforcement click See Office of the State Fire
Marshal — General Fireworks Advisory Committee: Nov. 2023 —
Feb. 2025 agendas and minutes. May 2024 — lllegal Fireworks
White Paper, recommendation #3. click

n 2024.07.03_Green Matters_ Environmental impact of fireworks
click


https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1403/id/2844382/California-2023-AB1403-Chaptered.html
https://patch.com/california/across-ca/legal-fireworks-ca-safe-sane-cities-sales
https://library.municode.com/ca/richmond/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTXIPUSAWE_CH11.05FI_11.05.010DE
https://sanpablo.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=14867961&GUID=06763C2F-D3AE-4D13-B05D-FF942C80175F
https://www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Fireworks
https://link.latimes.com/view/65206e5e72048630290e476co3dmx.1bp/f866faff
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miM-R-Y_hjQ
https://www.cbsnews.com/sanfrancisco/news/san-jose-police-drones-illegal-fireworks-enforcement/
https://media.api.sf.gov/documents/Fireworks_Report.pdf
https://baykeeper.org/update/do-fireworks-pollute-bay/#:~:text=Following%20the%20second%20fireworks%20show,didn't%20have%20to%20happen
https://calmatters.org/politics/capitol/2024/07/fireworks-california-july-fourth/
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/committees/general-fireworks-advisory-committee
https://www.greenmatters.com/p/fireworks-environmental-impact?utm_source=Green+Matters&utm_campaign=4916cfda9f-weekly11282018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0cc8a36e46-4916cfda9f-88338405
https://www.greenmatters.com/p/fireworks-environmental-impact?utm_source=Green+Matters&utm_campaign=4916cfda9f-weekly11282018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0cc8a36e46-4916cfda9f-88338405

2020 _Forbes Drone light shows to replace fireworks click
2019_Treehugger_Fireworks’ effect on birds click

2016_Dialog Earth_Shanghai, China’s fireworks ban: click
Anti-illegal fireworks campaign in Chino, CA — photos of girls
hugging dogs with caption “Please don’t scare my best friend this
July 4" click

Nail’em is a free app for reporting illegal fireworks using GPS and
photos. As of 5/18/25 not connected to RPD’s system. City of
Atwater, CA’s instructions. click

Night Vision Binoculars Photo/Video Camera for recording
illegal fireworks activity. click

Social Host Ordinances in some CA cities have helped law
enforcement cite violators. Roseville, CA’s ordinance: click


https://www.forbes.com/sites/grrlscientist/2020/06/30/drone-light-shows-way-cooler-than-fireworks/#5ff7a8f242f1
https://www.treehugger.com/fireworks-are-hard-on-birds-4853354
https://dialogue.earth/en/pollution/8585-shanghai-s-firework-ban-ensures-quieter-start-to-new-year/
https://benhamad.com/our-work/city-of-chino-fireworks-campaign/
https://www.atwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NailEm-App-PP.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DZX666KP?ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_S1ADZPDZNFHP0FHNB24J_1&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_S1ADZPDZNFHP0FHNB24J_1&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_S1ADZPDZNFHP0FHNB24J_1&previewDoh=1
https://ecode360.com/42763854#42763910

