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Subtracting Polynomials Activity 

 

To subtract a polynomial you add its opposite,  or subtract each of its terms. 

 

Example A:  Subtract (2x
3
 + 8x

2
 + x – 10) – (5x

2
 – 4x + 6) horizontally and vertically. 

 

 

 

Try These A:  Subtract.  Write your answers in standard form. 

 

a.​ (5x – 5) – (x + 7)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b.   (2x
2
 + 3x + 2) – (-5x

2
 – 2x – 9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c.​ (y
2
 + 3y + 8) – (4y

2
 – 9)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d.   (12 + 5x + 14x

2
) – (8x + 15 – 7x

2
)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.​ Are the answers to Try These A polynomials?  Justify your response. 

 

 

 



 

 

2.​ Explain why the difference of two polynomials will always be a polynomial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.​ Subtract the following polynomials.  Write your answer in standard form. 

 

a.​ (x
2
 + 2x + 3) – (4x

2
 – x + 5)​ ​ ​ ​ b.   (5y

2
 + y – 2) – (-y

2
 – 3y + 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c.   (y
4
 + y

2
 + 2y) – (-y

4
 + 3)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d.   (9x

2
 + x – 12) – (14x

2
 – 7x – 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.​ Write two polynomials whose difference is  6x + 3. 

 


