
Key Takeaways: 

●​ Australia provides universal healthcare coverage through Medicare, ensuring 
nearly all residents have access to essential medical services, unlike the USA, 
where coverage is uneven and tied to insurance status. 

●​ Healthcare in Australia is significantly more affordable for residents, with lower 
out-of-pocket costs and regulated drug prices, whereas the USA faces high 
premiums, deductibles, and medication costs without price caps. 

●​ Australians report much higher satisfaction with their healthcare system 
compared to Americans, reflecting better access, affordability, and equity in care. 

●​ The USA excels in advanced specialist care and medical innovation, but suffers 
from unequal access to healthcare, leaving many uninsured or underinsured.  

Meta Description: Read this blog to discover why Australia’s universal, affordable 
healthcare ranks higher in satisfaction and outcomes compared to the USA’s system. 
 
Know which country, the USA or Australia, has a better healthcare system, core 
strengths, and medical coverage. Read about the comparison in this blog. 
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While both Australia and the USA are capable of providing high-quality medical care 
and applying advanced technologies, the way these two countries differ in terms of 
healthcare coverage, affordability, and outcomes is enormous. A comprehensive 
comparison will help the readers decide which country offers better healthcare. 



The health system that a person chooses between Australia and the USA will have a 
great impact on the quality of life, financial security, and general welfare. Both countries 
provide cutting-edge medical care and technology, but have significant differences in 
terms of coverage, affordability, and outcomes.  

This comparison not only shows the differences but also equips health professionals, 
families, and migrants with the necessary knowledge. 

Healthcare Systems At a Glance 

Australia is a country with a universal healthcare scheme (Medicare), which is 
supported by a modest tax levy (generally 2%), thus providing medically necessary 
services free of charge for all residents.  

By private insurance, people have the option to cover mainly the extras or to have faster 
access to the elective procedures. 

On the other hand, the USA is a country with a system that is pluralistic, where the 
private insurance sector, employer-sponsored plans, and public schemes such as 
Medicare for seniors and Medicaid for low-income groups make up the healthcare 
system.  

Coverage varies depending on whether a person is employed, the income, and the 
policies of a given state, resulting in significant differences. 

Access and Coverage 

●​ Australia takes care of the comprehensive needs of each and every resident. It is 
possible to have direct contact with a primary physician, get a child vaccinated, 
receive maternity care, and take advantage of rural outreach programs like the 
Flying Doctor Service. 

●​ The United States offers excellent specialist care and advanced facilities for 
individuals with good quality insurance. However, there are still a great number of 
people who are not covered or underinsured; thus, in 2018, the percentage of 
those without health insurance was more than 8.5%. 

Affordability 

●​ Health services in Australia are much more economical on a regular basis. More 
than 64% of Australians consider health services to be affordable, in comparison 
with only 33% of Americans. Besides, the expenses that the patients have to 
bear and the insurance premiums are very affordable. 



●​ The United States has a complicated and expensive program to cover something 
that is not absolutely clear, with extremely high premiums, deductibles, copays, 
and incessant surprises during the expenses. Many times the cost of 
pharmaceuticals is very high and without any limit on their prices, while 
medications for Australians have a price ceiling set by the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme. 

●​ Out of different health indicators, Australia has the first choice considering life 
expectancy, the lowest infant death rate, and in general, the easiest and most fair 
access to the medical system, all this leading to a healthy population. 

●​ Although the US has various advantages, such as being very good in highly 
specialized care, very advanced medical research, and quick access to 
well-insured patients, the country also has some serious problems, such as 
inequality and high rates of death from preventable causes. 

Satisfaction and Well-being 

●​ The level of satisfaction with the healthcare system in the two countries is very 
different and a lot higher in Australia (73.4%) than in the US (54.2%). 

●​ The residents of the U.S. are not only twice as dissatisfied with their situation, but 
they also give cost as the main reason for negative healthcare experiences 
among them. 

Core Strengths and Weaknesses 

Australia Strengths: 

●​ Universal coverage. 
●​ Affordable services. 
●​ High satisfaction. 
●​ Special programs for minorities and rural outreach. 
●​ Effective coordination between federal and state governments. 

Australia 

●​ Dental and vision care are almost completely excluded from the coverage. 
●​ Some restrictions on the use of newly released drugs. 

USA 

●​ Excellent facilities available for insured patients of top standard. 
●​ Highly qualified specialists and great medical innovation. 



●​ The large number and fast access to specialties for those with sufficient money 
are the main advantages. 

USA Weaknesses: 

●​ High rates of uninsured/underinsured. 
●​ Expensive and inconsistent coverage. 
●​ Unequal access across states.  

Australia vs USA Healthcare Comparison Table 

Feature/Criteria Australia USA 

System Type 
Universal Medicare, public 
& private 

Mixed: private, employer, 
Medicare, Medicaid 

Coverage (%) Nearly 100% ~91.5% (rest uninsured) 

Affordability 
64% say affordable; 
capped drug prices 

33% say affordable; high costs, 
no cap 

Life Expectancy Higher than the USA Lower than Australia 

Infant Mortality Rate Lower than the USA Higher than Australia 

Accessibility Universal for residents 
Dependent on insurance, 
income, and state 



Rural Outreach 
Royal Flying Doctor 
Service; inclusive 

Limited access, 
insurer-dependent 

Dental/Vision 
Coverage Not included in Medicare 

Included in high-end private 
plans, costly 

Specialist Care 
Available, sometimes 
waiting lists 

Direct access with adequate 
insurance 

Health Spending 
(GDP% %) Lower than the USA 

Nearly double Australia’s % of 
GDP 

 

Expert Opinions and Reports 

●​ The World Health Organization and OECD are not only the two top organizations 
that jointly rank the world's best and worst healthcare systems, but they also 
consider Australia's system as one of the highest in the table for results and 
efficiency. 

●​ According to the health insurance experts, the uniqueness of the Australian 
system which is a combination of a public safety net and a regulated private 
market makes a country more secure, affordable and ultimately better for the 
total wellbeing. 

Conclusion 

With universally accessible care, lower personal costs, and higher patient satisfaction, 
Australia is the preferable country for health care for most residents, families, and 
immigrants. On the other hand, the USA is the best for those who have good-quality 
insurance and are seeking specialists, or fast-track care. However, the risk of expensive 
bills, gaps in being uninsured, and uneven coverage makes it less secure for the 
average person. 



If there is someone who is concerned about the affordability, equity, and wellbeing, then 
he or she would probably find the Australian system more stable and supportive of 
lifelong health. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Is healthcare free in Australia? 

No, healthcare is not free in Australia, but it is publicly funded and universal through the 
Medicare system, which covers GP costs and specialist services. However, you will 
have to pay for dental care and other services. 

Is Australia's healthcare system good? 

Australia’s healthcare system is one of the best in the world, which provides safe and 
affordable care for everyone. It is run by all levels of Australian government – federal, 
state and territory, and local. 

Who is eligible for Australian healthcare? 

If you are an Australian citizen, a New Zealand citizen, or a permanent resident of 
Australia, then you are eligible for Medicare. 

What healthcare system is the US? 

The healthcare system in the US is largely a combination of public and private sector 
healthcare facilities. 

Is health care free in the US? 

No, the US does not have a universal healthcare system. It is funded by a combination 
of private employer-sponsored insurance, private insurance purchased through markets 
like the Affordable Care Act (ACA), and public programs.  

How to become a pharmacist in Australia? 

If you want to become a pharmacist in Australia, you will need a pharmacy degree, pass 
the OPRA exam, clear English language proficiency, take the supervised internship, sit 
for the Intern Written and Oral exam, and then register for a license with AHPRA. 

How to become a pharmacist in the USA? 

To become a licensed pharmacist in the U.S., you must earn a Doctor of Pharmacy 
(Pharm.D.) degree, complete an internship, and pass the North American Pharmacist 



Licensure Examination (NAPLEX) and a state-specific pharmacy law examination - 
Multi-State Pharmacy Jurisprudence Examination (MPJE). 
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