
 
Subject: Speaking Proposal - Onyx White: From Adversity to Advocacy 

 
Dear Esteemed Hosts, 
 
I am Onyx White, and I am thrilled for the opportunity to share my compelling story and insights 
as a speaker at your upcoming event. Having grown up navigating crime-ridden Boston 
neighborhoods and spending over a decade in incarceration starting at age 16, I have emerged 
as an advocate for change.  
 
My journey from adversity to advocacy has involved not just personal transformation, but also a 
commitment to addressing the root causes of crime, poverty, and systemic disadvantages. 
Drawing from my own experiences, I offer unique perspectives on these challenges and propose 
actionable solutions for positive change. 
 
As someone who lived through and overcame difficult circumstances, I am passionate about 
sharing my journey. I have not only overcome my situation, but am actively engaged in helping 
others do the same. I have given multiple speeches to students and faculty from various 
colleges and universities, including but not limited to Boston University, as well as nonprofits 
like Justice for Housing. I have also spoken at Massachusetts prisons and correctional facilities. I 
am dedicated to raising awareness and driving reform within the criminal justice system. 
 
My target audience includes those struggling with crime, poverty and systemic challenges, as 
well as individuals seeking to deepen their understanding of these issues and contribute to 
positive change. My speaking engagements aim to inspire, educate and empower, providing 
practical insights for both personal growth and community development.  
 
I bring a unique blend of personal resilience and artistic expression as a musician, with GBH 
having produced a documentary showcasing my life’s journey. This multifaceted approach 
allows me to connect with diverse audiences and convey the importance of love as a 
transformative force in overcoming adversity. 
 
I am confident that my story and insights will resonate with your audience, leaving a lasting, 
positive impact on your event. I welcome the opportunity to discuss further details and 
collaborate to make a meaningful impact together. 
 
Thank you for considering my proposal. I am eager to contribute to the success of your event. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Onyx White 
 
 
 



 
 
Here is the agenda list from the speech: 
 
1. Introduction of speaker - Onyx White 
 
2. Navigating crime-ridden Boston neighborhoods as a youth  
 
3. Spending over a decade in incarceration starting at age 16 
 
4. Emerging as an advocate for change  
 
5. Sharing personal journey from adversity to advocacy 
 
6. Offering perspectives on challenges like crime, poverty, and systemic disadvantages  
 
7. Proposing solutions for positive change 
 
8. Passion for helping others overcome similar circumstances 
 
9. Experience giving speeches at various organizations  
 
10. Commitment to reforming the criminal justice system 
 
11. Inspiring, educating, and empowering audiences 
 
12. Connecting through personal resilience and artistic expression as a musician 
 
13. Documentary showcasing life journey produced by GBH 
 
14. Multifaceted approach to reach diverse audiences  
 
15. Communicating the importance of love in overcoming adversity 
 
16. Eagerness to make a positive impact through speaking 
 

17. BONUS!!! Ask for a musical performance package option, where I perform 

heartfelt songs related to subject matter. CLICK CONTACT BUTTON ON THE 
WEBSITE TO Inquire for details.  
 


