Review of the literature search : manual
Introduction

A Review of the Literature Search Manual is a critical component of research methodology,
offering a systematic and comprehensive approach to identifying, evaluating, and
synthesizing existing studies. This manual serves as a guide to understanding the current state
of knowledge, identifying research gaps, and justifying the need for further research. By
ensuring a structured process, it supports the credibility and relevance of research efforts,
forming the backbone of scholarly work.

Definitions

1. Creswell (2014)

"A literature search manual is a systematic approach to identify, organize, and evaluate
existing research studies that provide a foundation for addressing a specific research
problem."

2. Hart (1998)

"The literature review manual is a tool for defining, locating, and critically appraising prior
research to ensure the study is grounded in a well-established context of knowledge."

3. Petticrew & Roberts (2006)

"A review manual outlines a systematic, transparent, and replicable process for finding and
appraising evidence in research methodology."

Common Contents of a Research Manual
1. Introduction to Research

Definitions, purposes, and importance of research.
Types of research (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods).

2. Research Design and Methodology

Steps of the research process.
Research approaches and designs (experimental, descriptive, etc.).
Sampling techniques.

3. Formulating Research Questions

How to identify a research problem.
Developing hypotheses or objectives.



4. Data Collection Methods

Surveys, interviews, observations, experiments, etc.
Tools and instruments for data gathering.

5. Data Analysis Techniques

Statistical and thematic analysis.
Software tools like SPSS, R, or NVivo.

6. Writing and Presenting Research

Structuring a research paper or thesis.
Referencing and citation styles (APA, MLA, etc.).
Ethical considerations in research.

7. Appendices and Resources
Templates, checklists, and additional resources.
Uses of a Research Manual

As a reference for best practices in research.
To ensure standardization and rigor in the research process.
To guide new researchers or students in academic or professional settings.

Purpose of the Literature Search Manual

To provide an overview of the current state of knowledge.

To identify gaps, inconsistencies, or limitations in existing research.
To justify the research problem and objectives

To ensure that new research is built upon credible and relevant studies.

Importance

Avoids duplication: Ensures that the research effort does not replicate prior studies

unnecessarily.

Enhances credibility: Grounds the study in well-established knowledge and credible

sources.

Refines research focus: Helps narrow down research questions and align

methodologies.

Supports innovation: Highlights gaps that provide opportunities for original

contributions.



Steps for Conducting a Literature Search
1. Define the Research Problem
Clearly articulate the objectives and scope of the literature review.
2. Identify Keywords and Phrases
Develop a list of relevant terms and synonyms to use during database searches.
3. Select Databases and Resources

Use reliable academic databases such as:
PubMed

Scopus

Web of Science

Google Scholar

4. Apply Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

Inclusion criteria: Focus on studies relevant to the research problem, recent
publications, and peer-reviewed articles.
Exclusion criteria: Eliminate outdated , irrelevant, or low-quality studies.

5. Organize Retrieved Literature

Utilize reference management tools like Zotero, EndNote, or Mendeley for efficient
organization and categorization.

6. Analyse and Synthesize Findings

Group studies by themes, methodologies, or outcomes.
Identify trends, patterns, and research gaps.

7. Write the Literature Review

Present findings in a structured format, highlighting critical evaluations and
synthesizing insights.
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Table 1

Literature Search Process

Step Description

Define research problem Clearly state the objectives and scope of the
review

Identify keywords List terms and synonyms for searching

Select database Use trusted academic databases like PubMed
or Scopus

Apply inclusion/exclusion Focus on relevance, quality ,and recency of
studies

Organise literature Use tools like zotero or endnote for managing
references

Analysis and synthesise Group findings and identify gaps or trends

Write review Present findings in a logical, coherent
structure

Challenges in Literature Search

1. Volume of Data: Managing the overwhelming number of publications available.
2. Access Issues: Limited access to some academic journals and databases.
3. Bias: Risk of selecting studies that align with preconceptions.

4. Time-Consuming: Requires significant effort and attention to detail.
Tips for Effective Literature Search

Use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) for efficient database searches.
Regularly update the search to include recent studies.

Collaborate with librarians or research professionals for guidance.

Utilize citation tracking to find influential studies in the field.

Conclusion

The Review of the Literature Search Manual is a cornerstone of research methodology. It
provides researchers with a systematic framework to explore existing literature
comprehensively, ensuring the relevance and rigor of their studies. By adhering to the defined
steps and focusing on systematic practices, researchers can contribute effectively to their
academic and professional fields, bridging gaps in knowledge and driving innovation.



Reference

1. American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American
Psychological Association (7th ed.).

2. Coe, R., Waring, M., Hedges, L. V., & Arthur, J. (Eds.). (2017). Research methods and
methodologies in education (2nd ed.). SAGE Publications.

(98]

. Cooper, H., Coutanche, M. N., McMullen, L. M., Panter, A. T., Rindskopf, D., & Sher, K.
J. (Eds.). (2023). APA handbook of research methods in psychology (2nd ed.).
American Psychological Association.

4. Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2018). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and
mixed methods approaches (5th ed.). SAGE Publications.

N

. Flick, U. (2018). An introduction to qualitative research (6th ed.). SAGE Publications.

6. Ledford, J. R., & Gast, D. L. (2018). Single case research methodology: Applications in
special education and behavioral sciences (3rd ed.). Routledge.

7. Levitt, H. M. (2020). Reporting qualitative research in psychology: How to meet APA style
journal article reporting standards (Revised ed.). American Psychological
Association.

8. Robson, C., & McCartan, K. (2016). Real world research (4th ed.). Wiley.
9. Silverman, D. (Ed.). (2020). Qualitative research (5th ed.). SAGE Publications.

10. Yin, R. K. (2018). Case study research and applications: Design and methods (6th ed.).
SAGE Publications.



