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2025 Fact Sheet: ​
Educating Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness 

The Education for Homeless Children and 
Youth (EHCY) program, established under 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act in 1987, provides basic access to 
education for nearly 1.4 million children and 
youth experiencing homelessness.  

For information on student homelessness by 
state, county, local educational agency, U.S. 
Congressional district, or state legislative 
district, please visit 
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/d
ata-profiles 

 

The EHCY Program is the only federal program dedicated to identifying homeless 
students and removing barriers to their school attendance and success. Without the 
protections provided by the McKinney-Vento Act, homeless students will struggle to 
attend any school, or benefit from any federal, state, or local education funding. 

 

Public Schools Identified Nearly 1.4 Million Students Experiencing 
Homelessness in the 2022-2023 School Year. 

●​ Public schools identified 1,374,537 students experiencing homelessness in the 
2022-2023 school year, a 14% increase from the previous school year, nearly making up 
for the drop in homeless student enrollment during school closures in the pandemic.1 
Many states are reporting even higher numbers for the 2023-2024 school year. 

●​ The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) reported a 39% increase 
in families staying in homeless shelters or visibly on the streets in 2024, which was the 
highest of any population and the second consecutive year of increase.2 

●​ [Insert the number of students experiencing homelessness in your district.] 

 

2 https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf 
1 https://www.ed.gov/media/document/student-homelessness-america-school-years-2020-21-2022-23 
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Homelessness Creates Unique Barriers to Education in Rural, 
Suburban, and Urban Communities. 

●​ Students experiencing homelessness face unique barriers beyond poverty, such as 
frequent school transfers, lack of transportation, lack of a fixed address for enrollment, 
and the stigma and fear of homelessness. 

●​ Homelessness disrupts the lives of children and youth in rural, suburban, and urban 
communities, but is more hidden in rural and suburban communities. Schools are often 
the only source of support for homeless students in rural and suburban areas. 

●​ Approximately 9% of homeless students are not in the physical custody of a parent or 
guardian.3 These students are often homeless as a result of abuse and neglect, but are 
not in the custody of child welfare agencies. They face additional educational barriers 
and are at high risk of trafficking and predation.  

As a Result of These Unique Barriers, Homeless Students Have Higher 
Rates of Chronic Absence and Lower Graduation Rates Than Other 
Low-Income Students.4 

●​ Nearly half (48%) of students experiencing homelessness in the 2021-2022 school year 
were chronically absent, a rate that is 12 percentage points higher than other low-income 
students, and 22 percentage points higher than all students.  

○​ [Insert the chronic absence rate of students experiencing homelessness in your 
district.] 

●​ The 2022-2023 national average graduation rate for homeless students was 68%. This is 
13 percentage points below other low-income students, and nearly 19 percentage points 
below all students. 

○​ [Insert the graduation rate of students experiencing homelessness in your 
district.] 

●​ Youth without a high school diploma or GED are 4.5 times more likely to experience 
homelessness later in life, making lack of a high school diploma/GED the single greatest 
risk factor for experiencing homelessness as a young adult – and making education a 
critical prevention strategy. 

4 https://www.ed.gov/media/document/student-homelessness-america-school-years-2020-21-2022-23 
3 https://www.ed.gov/media/document/student-homelessness-america-school-years-2020-21-2022-23 
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When Barriers Are Removed, Homeless Students Can and Do Succeed 
in School, Which is Their Best Protection Against Future 
Homelessness. 

●​ Some school districts and states are closing the gap between students experiencing 
homelessness and other students, demonstrating that with focused attention and 
resources, barriers can be overcome. In Henrico County Public Schools, Virginia, the 
proportion of homeless students experiencing chronic absenteeism dropped by 14 
percent over the past two school years (2021-22 and 2022-23). Additionally, graduation 
rates for high school seniors receiving McKinney-Vento support rose to 93 percent in 
June 2024. [REPLACE THIS EXAMPLE WITH ANY LOCAL OR STATE EVIDENCE OF 
PROGRESS.] 

With a Long History of Bipartisan Support, the EHCY Program Ensures 
That  Homeless Students Have The Opportunity to Succeed in School. 
It provides: 

●​ School Stability: Homeless students can continue attending the same school if it is in 
their best interest, even if their homelessness forces them to move. Transportation is 
provided to help maintain school stability. 

●​ School Access: If staying in the same school is not in their best interest, homeless 
students are immediately enrolled in a local school while school records are obtained, 
limiting educational disruption. 

●​ School Support: Every school district designates a local liaison to identify homeless 
students and provide support, including referrals to community agencies and training for 
school personnel. Funding is used for direct services to students and families. 

The EHCY Program Plays a Critical Role During Disasters and 
Economic Downturns 

●​ Events like hurricanes, wildfires, and floods can create lasting homelessness for families 
and youth. For example, public schools in North Carolina, Florida, and Georgia have 
identified over 5,100 newly homeless students as a result of Hurricanes Helene and 
Milton. The EHCY program has a proven track record of providing educational access 
and support to these students. 

●​ During economic downturns and housing crises, homelessness often spikes. The EHCY 
program provides a safety net to ensure children and youth remain in school during 
these times of upheaval. 
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Recent Funding History  

●​ [If you have information about the amount of funding your district received, insert it 
here.]  

●​ FY2024: Congress appropriated $129 million for the EHCY program, allowing about one 
in five (20.79%) school districts to receive dedicated funding. 

●​ Unanimous, Bipartisan Amendment to American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act, 2021: An 
additional $800 million was dedicated to aid the identification and support of homeless 
students, which enabled over half of U.S. school districts to access EHCY support. An 
evaluation of early impact found improvements in identification, attendance, and 
achievement. 
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