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Sailing Intelligence

New Caledonia

Here we have your intelligent
specialized assistant. You need to
chat and discuss everything with
this girl. Do not muck around
without her oversight. She has a
wealth of local knowledge. Click

here!

Also we trained an intelligent

specialized Gemini Gem. She often
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has a slightly different view of
cruising and anchoring in these

areas. Click here!

Use these guys to prepare your
daily passage plans. And weekly.
EXAMPLE click!

Prepare a private seasonal cruising

guide for yourself. Click Here!
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1. Introduction and

Geo-Political Context

New Caledonia represents one of
the most sophisticated,
geographically diverse, and
culturally vibrant cruising
destinations in the global theater.
Positioned strategically in the
South Pacific between the rugged

archipelagos of Vanuatu to the



north and the Australian continent
to the west, the territory sits
approximately 780 nautical miles
northeast of the port of Bundaberg
in Queensland, Australia, and 860
nautical miles northwest of New
Zealand's Bay of Islands.
Geologically, the archipelago is not
a volcanic upwelling but a
continental fragment of the ancient
supercontinent Gondwana, having
separated from the landmasses of
Australia, Papua New Guinea, and
New Zealand approximately one
hundred million years ago. This

profound geographical isolation has



fostered an environment of
exceptional endemic biodiversity,
culminating in the main
island—Grande Terre—being
entirely encircled by one of the
largest continuous insular coral
barrier reef systems on the planet.
The administrative and cultural
landscape of New Caledonia is
deeply defined by its status as a
French Overseas Collectivity. This
unique political designation imbues
the territory with a fascinating
synthesis of robust, modern
European infrastructure operating

alongside ancient, deeply rooted



indigenous Melanesian traditions.
With a population recorded at
271,407 during the 2019 census,
the demographic composition is a
complex tapestry of French
expatriates, Caldoches (individuals
of French heritage born within the
territory), and the indigenous
Kanak people, who constitute
approximately 40% of the total
population. While French serves as
the primary language of
commerce, maritime
administration, and government,
the archipelago echoes with more

than 30 distinct local Melanesian



and Polynesian dialects,
particularly within the tribal lands
of the East Coast and the Loyalty
Islands.

Economically, the territory is
anchored by the French Pacific
Franc (XPF), a currency uniquely
pegged to the Euro, providing
financial stability across the region.
While major supermarkets,
marinas, and urban marine
facilities in Noumea readily accept
international credit cards,
venturing into the outer islands
necessitates carrying physical XPF

currency for localized trade and



customary gestures. Foreign
cruisers can effortlessly obtain this
local currency from ATMs situated
throughout the capital, notably at

the(What currency is needed for
New Caledonia? - Australia & New

Zealand Cruisers - Cruise Critic

Community) located diagonally

across from the primary ferry
terminals.

In the context of maritime security
and geopolitical stability, it is
imperative to address the localized
civil unrest that impacted the
territory. In May 2024, New

Caledonia experienced a period of


https://boards.cruisecritic.com/topic/2196169-what-currency-is-needed-for-new-caledonia/
https://boards.cruisecritic.com/topic/2196169-what-currency-is-needed-for-new-caledonia/
https://boards.cruisecritic.com/topic/2196169-what-currency-is-needed-for-new-caledonia/
https://boards.cruisecritic.com/topic/2196169-what-currency-is-needed-for-new-caledonia/

significant political tension and
violent terrestrial protests related
to complex electoral reforms.
During this tumultuous period, the
French Government implemented
stringent state of emergency
measures, including localized
curfews and heightened security
inspections, which prompted
severe travel advisories from
international diplomatic bodies.
However, comprehensive
post-event analysis reveals that
the maritime sector and the
cruising yacht community remained

remarkably insulated from these



terrestrial disruptions. The marine
police and local authorities
confirmed zero incidents of visiting
yachts facing harassment or
violence during the peak of the
unrest. Cruising vessels continued
to live securely aboard in
anchorages such as Baie du Prony,
sailing into Noumea for essential
supplies without physical incident,
though they did face temporary
constrictions in shopping hours and
localized inflation of provisioning
costs. Moving firmly into the 2026
cruising season, the geopolitical

situation has stabilized completely.



The entire archipelago, including all
tourist regions, marinas, and cruise
stopovers, has fully reopened with
absolutely no maritime movement
restrictions in place. The primary
residual effect of the 2024
disruptions serves merely as a
reminder for visiting masters to
maintain basic situational
awareness, monitor local terrestrial
media, and ensure that their

vessels are entirely self-sufficient.

2. Cruising Parameters: Draft

Speed, and Seasonal Logistics

The formulation of an entertaining,

friendly, yet deeply authoritative



cruising itinerary within New
Caledonia demands the initial
evaluation of four critical vessel
variables: draft, anticipated
cruising speed, the desired
geographical area of interest, and
the target month or season. A
comprehensive nautical guide
cannot offer blanket
recommendations; the constraints
of the lagoon demand tailored
logistical planning.

The vessel's draft acts as the
ultimate arbiter of accessibility
within the archipelago. While the

primary shipping channels and the



major passes into the lagoon are
dredged and naturally deep, the
spectacular inner
anchorages—such as Gadji on the
Isle of Pines or the pristine atolls of
Ouvea—are fraught with shallow
coral bommies and shifting
sandbars. Deep-draft monohulls
(exceeding 2.5 meters) are
frequently relegated to the outer
bays and deeper mud basins, while
shallow-draft catamarans enjoy
unparalleled access to the
secluded, turquoise shallows that
define the South Pacific aesthetic.

Furthermore, critical passes such



as the Havannah Pass impose strict
maximum safe draft limitations
(10.6 meters) to ensure under-keel
clearance during extreme tidal
surges.

Cruising speed represents the
second pivotal variable, directly
dictating passage planning across
the Coral Sea and the timing of
reef pass entries. A vessel
averaging 5.2 knots will require up
to six days to cross from Brisbane
to Noumea, exposing the crew to
multiple potential frontal systems,
whereas a performance multihull

averaging 9 knots halves this



exposure window. More crucially,
entering passes like Havannah
requires arriving precisely at slack
tide; an inaccurate assessment of
cruising speed will result in the
vessel combating dangerous
4.7-knot ebb currents and extreme
standing waves.

The designated area of interest
defines the bureaucratic hurdles
the vessel will face. Remaining
within the Southern Lagoon and
the Isle of Pines requires standard
clearance, but electing to explore
the remote Loyalty Islands (Lifou,

Mare, Ouveéa) triggers additional



administrative validations and strict
adherence to localized tribal
customs. Finally, the target season
dictates the fundamental safety of
the vessel. The optimal cruising
season aligns with the Southern
Hemisphere's winter and early
spring (May through October),
characterized by stable, pleasant
trade winds and low humidity.
Conversely, the months spanning
November to April define the
severe Coral Sea cyclone season,
characterized by intense tropical
depressions, volatile wind shifts,

and the absolute necessity of



securing a robust cyclone mooring
or scarce marina berth well in

advance of an approaching storm.

3. The Coral Sea Passage:

Navigating to New Caledonia from
the primary Australian departure
points—such as the Rivergate
Marina in Brisbane or the
Southport Yacht Club on the Gold
Coast—requires transiting a
formidable expanse of the Coral
Sea. This 750 to 830-nautical-mile
blue-water passage typically

consumes between four and seven



days for an average cruising yacht,
acting as a profound test of both
vessel seaworthiness and the

master's meteorological acumen.

The transit from the Australian East
Coast across to the Melanesian
archipelagos possesses a
notoriously challenging reputation,
particularly during the autumn and
winter months when the South
East Trade Winds are firmly and
violently established across the
region. Attempting to sail directly

eastward against these established



trades results in a punishing,
close-hauled passage characterized
by heavy, steep swell and
accelerated crew fatigue.

Strategic, authoritative passage
planning dictates that vessels must
not fight the established
climatology. Instead, captains
utilize long-range forecasting and
satellite imagery to identify a
transient frontal system moving off
the Australian continental shelf.
The optimal weather window is
secured by timing the departure to
coincide with the back edge of a

receding high-pressure system.



This positioning allows the vessel
to harness the resultant westerly,
south-westerly, or northerly winds
generated by the front, enabling
rapid, comfortable easting across
the initial stages of the Coral Sea.
Ideally, the vessel rides this
favorable frontal push for the first
two to three days of the passage.
As the frontal system inevitably
dissipates and the yacht
progresses further east into the
Pacific basin, the wind will naturally
veer. This veering allows the vessel
to seamlessly transition into a

comfortable beam reach or broad



reach as it finally intercepts the
established South East Trades for
the final, rapid approach toward
the barrier reef of Grande Terre.
Vessels making the opposite
passage, or arriving from New
Zealand, face a different strategic
matrix. Yachts departing the Bay of
Islands (approximately 860
nautical miles distant) generally
aim for a northern trajectory, riding
the southern fringes of the
high-pressure belts until they reach
the latitude of New Caledonia,
before turning west. Regardless of

the departure port, modern



cruisers rely heavily on predictive
routing tools and customized
forecasts to simulate these
complex synoptic transitions and
ensure the vessel arrives at the
reef passes during daylight hours

and favorable tides.

Upon entering the territorial waters
of New Caledonia, vessels
transition from global forecasting
models to the highly accurate,
localized meteorological
infrastructure governed by
the(Meteo nc). The French


https://www.meteo.nc/

meteorological service provides an
exceptional array of daily weather
forecasts, detailed synoptic
analyses, and real-time radar
imagery accessible via their digital
platforms, which are invaluable for
coastal passage planning.

For vessels underway within the
lagoon or operating offshore
without internet connectivity,
Météo-France operates an
extensive, highly structured VHF
marine radio network that
broadcasts critical meteorological
data continuously. Noumea Radio

transmits comprehensive daily



weather reports directly on VHF
Channel 16 at four specific
intervals: 06:30, 09:30, 15:15,
and 18:30. Furthermore, to ensure
complete coverage across the
massive lagoon system without
signal overlap, a dedicated network
of 17 staggered coastal VHF
stations provides continuous,
localized loop broadcasts.

The primary weather broadcasts
are systematically segregated to
deliver highly specific data to
vessels depending on their

operating environment:



BlVHF Channel 66: Dedicated
exclusively to the intricate
lagoon forecast. This localized
bulletin is broadcast once every
hour (for instance, exactly at
12 minutes past the hour
originating from the Noumea
transmitter).

BIVHF Channel 65: Dedicated to
the open sea and offshore
forecast, vital for vessels
executing overnight coastal
jumps outside the barrier reef.
This is broadcast every four

hours (for instance, at 24



minutes past the hour from
Noumea).
In addition to these dedicated
weather frequencies, generalized
maritime radio traffic, inter-vessel

communication, and area-specific

alerts are segmented across the

archipelago to maintain orderly

operations:
Geographic Cruising Zone Designated Working VHF Channel
Noumea Metropolitan Area and Lifou VHF 26
Southern Lagoon and Grande Terre South VHF 28
Isle of Pines and Grande Terre North West VHF 25
Northern Grande Terre Sector VHF 24

Ouvea (Loyalty Islands) VHF 23



Maré (Loyalty Islands)

of Noumea

The bureaucratic framework
governing the arrival of foreign
vessels into New Caledonia is
uncompromising, reflecting the
territory's status as a highly
regulated French overseas
collectivity operating outside the
European Schengen area. The

administrative protocols demand

meticulous compliance, particularly

regarding ports of entry,

biosecurity, and immigration.




Noumea stands as the exclusive,
mandatory port of entry and exit
for all private sailing vessels and
superyachts arriving from, or
departing to, international waters.
The regulations are absolute:
cruising vessels are strictly
prohibited from making landfall,
dropping anchor, or stopping
anywhere else within the territorial
waters of New Caledonia prior to
completing formal inward clearance
in Noumea. This rigid centralization
of border control forces a highly

disciplined passage plan. Vessels



making landfall from the east (such
as those arriving from Vanuatu or
Fiji) cannot stop to rest in the
picturesque Loyalty Islands; they
are legally compelled to navigate
through the complex Havannah
Pass and continue directly across
the southern lagoon to the capital,
regardless of crew fatigue.

Upon crossing the maritime
boundary into New Caledonian
territorial waters, maritime law
dictates that vessels must
immediately hoist the yellow
Quarantine (Q) flag alongside the
French courtesy flag. The Q flag



must remain prominently aloft until
every facet of the clearance
formalities—Immigration, Customs,
and Biosecurity—is definitively
concluded by the boarding officers.
Inward clearance procedures are
conducted exclusively at the
designated maritime hubs: Port

Moselle Marina or(Port du Sud).

The arrival sequence is highly
structured. Upon approaching the
confines of Noumea Harbour, the
vessel's master must initiate direct

contact with Port Moselle Control


https://www.sodemo.nc/
https://www.sodemo.nc/
https://www.portdusud.nc/

via VHF Channel 67. It is critical to
note that handheld VHF radios
frequently possess insufficient
transmission range to reach the
control tower from the outer
harbour limits; masters should rely
on their primary masthead antenna
for this initial hail. The initial
transmission must clearly relay the
vessel's registered name, the
estimated time of arrival (ETA) at
the breakwater, and the overall
length (LOA) of the vessel. A
secondary confirmation call is
required upon physically reaching

the entrance to the marina



complex. The radio operators at
Port Moselle are fully bilingual and
handle traffic in both French and
English.

Port Moselle Control will
dynamically assign a designated
clearance berth. Typically, the
even-numbered slips situated on
the western flank of the principal
wharf are reserved for arriving
international vessels. A marina
staff member is routinely
dispatched to the end of the wharf
to physically guide the captain into
the assigned slip and assist with

lines. The marina administration



office, known as the Capitainerie,
operates on strict bureaucratic
hours: 08:00 to 16:00 from
Monday through Thursday, with an
early closure at 15:30 on Fridays.
The office is entirely closed on
Saturdays, Sundays, and all French
public holidays.

If a vessel completes its passage
and arrives outside of these
operational hours, the captain is
legally authorized to drop anchor in
the designated quarantine
anchorage zones within Baie de
Moselle, located directly outside

the marina breakwater. Exceptional



caution is advised during night
arrivals into this bay. Noumea is a
bustling, cosmopolitan city, and the
ambient urban light pollution
makes it incredibly difficult to
identify the numerous resident
yachts anchored in the bay, many
of which chronically fail to display
proper, legally required anchor

lights.

Once the vessel is safely secured
at the designated berth, the
bureaucratic process commences.
The captain—and only the

captain—must disembark and



proceed immediately to the
Capitainerie. All other crew
members and guests are legally
required to remain sequestered
aboard the vessel. The master
must present the vessel's official
registration documents alongside
the outward clearance certificate
obtained from the previous
international port of call.

To dramatically expedite the
process, captains are strongly
advised to download the

official(https://douane.gouv.nc/site

s/default/files/atoms/files/annexe
6-3 formulaire de clearance.pdf)



https://douane.gouv.nc/sites/default/files/atoms/files/annexe_6-3_formulaire_de_clearance.pdf
https://douane.gouv.nc/sites/default/files/atoms/files/annexe_6-3_formulaire_de_clearance.pdf
https://douane.gouv.nc/sites/default/files/atoms/files/annexe_6-3_formulaire_de_clearance.pdf

prior to losing internet connectivity
at sea, completing the detailed
inventory of crew, vessel
particulars, and restricted stores
before arrival. The marina
administration acts as the central
liaison, faxing the vessel's
documents to the relevant
government authorities.
Subsequently, officers from
Immigration, Customs, and
Quarantine will sequentially board
the yacht to execute the physical
inspections and finalize the entry.
If no official boards the vessel

within two hours of the initial



paperwork submission, the captain
is advised to return to the
Capitainerie to politely request a
status update.

For superyachts, mega-yachts, and
highly complex commercial
vessels, the standard procedures
are often insufficient to handle the
logistical load. These vessels are
strongly advised to bypass the
standard marina queuing and
coordinate their entry, clearances,
and berthing through specialized,
dedicated yacht agents such
as(Noumea Yacht Services Noumea

Yacht Services). These professional



https://www.noumeayachtservices.nc/
https://www.noumeayachtservices.nc/

agencies provide an "Executive
Shield" for the captain, handling all
pre-arrival authority liaising, VIP
services, and ensuring the complex
immigration and customs
documentation is flawless prior to
the vessel entering territorial

waters.

and Customs Logistics

The interaction with border officials
in New Caledonia is characterized
by strict adherence to French
national regulations, highly

specialized ecological protections,



and a zero-tolerance policy for

biosecurity breaches.

Visa requirements and exemptions
for New Caledonia are entirely
dictated by the nationality of the
passport holder. Citizens holding
passports from the European Union
(EU), the European Economic Area
(EEA), and Switzerland enjoy
freedom of movement and do not
require a visa to enter the territory.
Australian and New Zealand
nationals, along with citizens from
several associated territories, are

similarly exempt from visa



requirements for tourist stays of up
to three months (90 days) within
any rolling six-month period,
strictly provided they do not
engage in any form of remunerated
employment while within the
territory.

All passports must remain valid for
a minimum of three to six months
beyond the intended date of
departure from the territory, and
must contain at least one to two
blank pages to accommodate the
entry and exit stamps.
Furthermore, immigration

authorities demand concrete proof



of financial solvency. Arriving crew
must be prepared to demonstrate
sufficient financial resources to
sustain themselves (typically via
the presentation of international
bank cards) and must hold
comprehensive travel or marine
health insurance that explicitly
covers emergency medical
repatriation and hospital
treatment.

Cruisers attempting to manipulate
the visa system face significant
hurdles. Historically, some sailors
would depart New Caledonia by air

for a brief holiday in Australia or



New Zealand, assuming their
90-day visa clock would
automatically reset upon their
return to their vessel. Recent policy
shifts have heavily curtailed this
practice. Immigration officials now
frequently refuse to grant a new
3-month visa upon immediate
return, requiring the individual to
permanently depart the territory at
the conclusion of their original
90-day allotment. Captains must
secure explicit, written
confirmation from senior

immigration officials before



booking flights with the intention of

renewing a temporary tourist visa.

The biosecurity regulations in New
Caledonia are severe, directly
mirroring the uncompromising
ecological protective frameworks
utilized by Australia and New
Zealand. The Direction of
Veterinary, Food and Rural Affairs
(DAVAR), operating specifically
through its Veterinary, Food Safety
and Phytosanitary Inspection
Service (SIVAP), maintains

absolute control over the



importation of all biological
materials. This hardline approach is
not merely bureaucratic; it is a
vital ecological necessity. The
island's evolutionary isolation over
tens of millions of years renders its
endemic agriculture, flora, and
unique avifauna (such as the
flightless Kagu) highly vulnerable
to catastrophic devastation from
foreign pathogens, quarantine
pests, and invasive species.

Upon clearance, SIVAP officers will
systematically inspect the vessel's

galleys, freezers, and dry stores.



The regulations regarding
provisions are exacting:

BiFresh Produce: The
importation of fresh fruits and
vegetables, particularly those
capable of harboring fruit flies
or blights, is strictly prohibited;
any remaining fresh produce
will be confiscated and
destroyed upon arrival.

BlEqgs and Poultry: The
importation of eggs is
categorically banned, alongside
untested poultry products.

BMeats: Meat products

represent a significant



compliance hurdle. All imported
meats must be commercially
vacuum-sealed. The packaging
must feature clear, original
commercial labeling indicating
the exact date of packaging,
the specific type of meat, the
verified country of origin, and
the expiration date. Unmarked,
butcher-wrapped, or
home-frozen meats will be
seized.

ISeafood: The importation of
foreign shrimp is prohibited, a
measure designed to protect

the highly lucrative and



world-renowned New
Caledonian shrimp aquaculture
industry from viral
contamination.
lDry Goods: Dry seeds,

legumes, and grains are
generally permissible, provided
they are securely stored in
sealed, airtight containers or
remain in their original,
unopened commercial
packaging.

To mitigate the agonizing loss of

expensive ocean-going provisions,

cruising crews are strongly advised

to aggressively cook and consume



all perishable items, eggs, and
non-compliant meats during the
final days of their passage prior to

entering the lagoon.

The importation of live
animals—specifically domestic cats
and dogs—is universally considered
by marine agents and experienced
cruisers to be a "MAJOR hassle".
New Caledonia strictly regulates
companion animals. Yachts arriving
with pets aboard are stripped of
their advance-notice exemption;
they must notify authorities well

prior to arrival. Owners are legally



required to submit a complex
import application to quarantine
authorities and must present a
comprehensive veterinary health
certificate originating from the last
port of call.

Crucially, if a yacht has traversed,
visited, or even anchored in the
waters of a country where rabies is
endemic within the preceding six
months, the vessel will be
categorically denied entry into New
Caledonia. Even if permitted entry,
the pet is often subjected to
mandatory quarantine ashore, or

the vessel is placed under extreme



movement restrictions. For cruisers
moving across the Pacific,
attempting to cruise New Caledonia
with a pet requires months of
veterinary preparation and

significant financial expenditure.

Assuming standard tourist entry
and the absence of quarantined
animals, there are currently no
standard entry fees or port taxes
levied against visiting yachts in
New Caledonia. Upon finalizing
arrival formalities, the vessel is

officially placed under a highly



advantageous regime of Temporary
Admission ("Admission
Temporaire"). This status allows
the vessel to operate freely within
the territory without incurring
punitive import duties or
value-added taxes on the hull
itself.

Customs officials require a
meticulously detailed inventory of
the vessel's stores, focusing
intensely on high-value taxable
items such as alcohol, spirits, and
tobacco, including firearms and
ammunition. The master must

detail the exact quantities, brands,



and types of alcohol aboard.
Customs will generally permit the
crew to retain all currently opened
bottles of alcohol for immediate
consumption. However, the
remaining excess stock is typically
placed under a physical, sealed
customs bond, rendering it
inaccessible while within territorial
waters. Should the crew wish to
consume these bonded bottles
during their cruise, special
authorization must be requested,
and the requisite local import taxes
must be paid to customs prior to

the vessel's final departure.



A significant financial incentive for
long-range cruisers is the provision
of duty-free fuel. During the formal
inward clearance process, every
yachtsman is entitled to formally
request a 'tax refund form' or
duty-free fuel certificate from the
Customs directorate. This
documentation allows the vessel to
procure marine diesel, unleaded
petrol, and specialized marine
lubricants completely free of local
duties and taxes. For standard
yachts, this fuel can be pumped
directly at the Port Moselle fuel

dock. For superyachts requiring



immense volumes, agencies like
Noumea Yacht Services arrange for
bulk duty-free delivery via road
tankers at controlled, heavy-duty
commercial docks, or via
specialized bunkering barges
delivering directly to the yacht at
anchor in the petite rade.

When the time comes to depart the
territory, the outward clearance
process is swift but time-sensitive.
Clearance must be executed within
24 hours of the actual departure
time. For vessels intending to
depart over the weekend, the

bureaucratic reality of French



administrative hours dictates that
clearance must be completely
finalized by Friday afternoon. The
captain presents the vessel's
documentation and crew passports
to Customs (to reconcile the
bonded stores and verify departure
time), Immigration, and finally the
Port Autonome harbour master's
office, which issues the definitive
outward clearance certificate. Once
this clearance is granted, the
vessel is legally bound to proceed
directly to international waters;

stopping, anchoring, or exploring



further within the lagoon is strictly
forbidden.

6. Maritime Infrastructure:
Marinas, Shipyards, and

Noumea functions as the

undisputed industrial and maritime
epicenter of the South Pacific. This
status is largely driven by the
extreme technological demands of
the territory's massive,
world-leading nickel mining
industry. The logistical backbone
required to support massive mining
operations translates directly into a

level of technical marine



infrastructure, heavy machinery
access, and specialized engineering
expertise that is entirely
unmatched in neighboring island

nations like Vanuatu, Fiji, or Tonga.

The core of the international
yachting community is centralized
within two primary marinas, both
strategically located in the heart of
Noumea's protected southern bays.
Port Moselle Marina: Operated by
SODEMO, Port Moselle is situated
in the absolute heart of Noumea,
placing cruisers within walking

distance of the municipal market,



banks, and primary administrative
offices. Beyond serving as the
mandatory clearance dock, the
marina is fast becoming a premier
haven for cruising families opting
to wait out the cyclone season.
Consequently, marina berths are
exceptionally scarce. The marina
operates on a strict first-come,
first-served basis; the Capitainerie
explicitly refuses to accept advance
reservations. Vessels must hail the
marina upon arrival to be placed on
an estimated arrival waiting list.
The costs are highly reasonable for

the region; recent data indicates a



weekly fee of approximately $204
USD for a 12.8-meter catamaran,
with monohulls paying
approximately 25% less due to
reduced beam. This fee includes
unmetered 220V electricity and
fresh water. While the marina does
not feature a traditional
coin-operated laundry room, the
adjacent fuel dock facility offers
full-service laundry, charging
approximately 850 XPF ($7.30
USD) to wash a 5-kilo load, and
1,450 XPF ($12.50 USD) to wash
and dry.



Port du Sud Marina: Located in the
adjacent Baie de I'Orphelinat, Port
du Sud acts as the gateway to the
lagoon and offers a slightly quieter,
highly modern alternative. The
facility provides approximately 250
wet berths afloat and nearly 80
dry-storage slots, equipped with
dedicated berthing capable of
accommodating superyachts up to
60 meters in length. It functions as
a secondary authorized port of
entry and offers comprehensive
amenities including scalable power
supplies (16A/32A/63A), robust

Wi-Fi networks, dedicated waste



sorting, a fuel dock, and internal
coin-operated laundry facilities.
Visitor stopovers are permitted for
up to one month outside of cyclone
alerts, making it an ideal base for

light refits and provisioning runs.

For mandatory maintenance, major
refits, and emergency underwater
repairs, Noumea offers a tiered,
highly capable system of shipyards
designed to handle everything from
a 30-foot fiberglass cruising sloop
to a 1000-ton steel expedition

superyacht.



BINouville Plaisance: Operated

by SODEMO, this is the largest
slipway facility dedicated to
pleasure yachts in New
Caledonia. The facility utilizes a
high-capacity travel lift capable
of handling vessels up to 50
tons with a maximum beam of
6.2 meters. The shipyard
boasts a massive, clean
cement hardstand equipped
with specialized zones for
painting, grinding, and
welding. It provides
comprehensive amenities

including video surveillance,



long-term storage options, and
specialized cranes capable of
executing mast removals for
rigs up to 45 meters in height.
BiCarenOcean: Situated in the
industrial Baie de Numbo,
CarenOcean is uniquely tailored
for multihulls. The facility
utilizes a specialized marine
railway and hydraulic trailer
system capable of hauling
massive, wide-beam
catamarans and trimarans up
to 20 tons. It includes a work

dock with direct access for



mobile cranes handling up to
10 tons.

lNthune Entretien: Sharing
management and location with
CarenOcean, Neptune operates
a dual-lifting system. They
utilize a traditional travel lift
capable of hauling monohulls
up to 34 tons (maximum 15m
length, 5m width, 2.1m draft),
alongside a hydraulic cradle
specifically designed to lift and
transport large catamarans (up
to 18 tons and 18 meters in
length) to secure work areas.

Crucially, Neptune serves as



the official authorized dealer
for MAN and Nanni Marine
Diesels, operating an advanced
machine shop, aluminum
fabrication center, and
dedicated painting zones.

Cale de Halage / Port
Autonome: Reserved for
commercial vessels and large
superyachts, this massive
facility located in the Petite
Rade operates three separate,
heavy-duty marine railways.
The slipways can haul
gargantuan vessels ranging
from 200 tons up to 1000 tons.



The facility offers high-pressure
water blasting, commercial
sandblasting, tug assistance for
complex haul-outs, and
massive electrical arrays
(220V/380V up to 63 Amps).
Beyond the lifting capabilities, the
local workshops leverage the
mining industry's supply chains to
offer rapid access to heavy diesel
parts. Major manufacturers like
Caterpillar maintain a huge
corporate representation in
Noumea, ensuring that complex
engine rebuilds and hydraulic

overhauls can be executed with



original parts and factory-certified
technicians. For marine specific
hardware, chandleries like Marine
Corail function as the 'West Marine'
of New Caledonia, stocking a vast
array of specialized boat parts.
Cruisers making significant,
high-value purchases can
frequently negotiate duty-free
transactions, whereby the
merchant provides a discount
equivalent to the local Value Added
Tax (VAT), circumventing the
complex bureaucratic paperwork

otherwise required.



7. Urban Logistics and
High-End Provisioning

The logistical capabilities of

Noumea present a profound, and
highly welcome, culture shock for
cruisers arriving from the remote
atolls of Vanuatu or Fiji. The city
effectively operates as a bustling,
cosmopolitan slice of provincial
France seamlessly transposed into
the tropics. This unique status
allows yachts to completely
replenish their deep-stores with an
astounding array of high-quality
European imports, Australian dry

goods, and local tropical produce.



The provisioning landscape is
dominated by massive, impeccably
stocked modern hypermarkets. The
crown jewel for major provisioning
runs is the Casino Géant
supermarket. Typically accessed
via a short rental car trip, this
colossal facility is renowned for
offering the best bulk pricing and
an exhaustive inventory. The aisles
are stocked with everything a
vessel could require: fishing gear,
electronics, auto parts, and
clothing, functioning alongside a
massive bio-organic section, fresh

local vegetables, an in-house



butchery, and a sprawling seafood
counter. The true draw for foreign
cruisers, however, is the dedicated
French import section. The shelves
are heavily laden with hundreds of
varieties of artisanal French
cheeses, traditional pates,
imported cassoulet and
choucroute, freshly baked
baguettes, and an astonishingly
vast, highly affordable selection of
French wines and champagnes.
For cruisers moored at Port Moselle
or Port du Sud who prefer to
provision without the expense of a

rental car, the Casino Port De



Plaisance is ideally situated just a
short walk from the marinas,
offering a slightly smaller but
equally impressive selection of
French delicacies. The retail
landscape is further bolstered by
several large Carrefour and
Champion supermarkets
strategically dispersed around the
domestic airport (Magenta) and the
greater Dumbea region, providing
excellent stops to acquire snacks
and dry goods before departing for
the outer islands.

Beyond food, the territory caters

exceptionally well to the active



lifestyle of the cruising community.
The presence of a massive
Decathlon store provides sailors
with immediate, highly affordable
access to specialized outdoor
equipment, from snorkeling and
scuba diving gear to foul weather
apparel and hiking boots, items
that are notoriously difficult and
expensive to source elsewhere in
the Pacific.

While the absolute quality and
variety of provisions are
exceptional, captains must budget
accordingly; the retail costs are

commensurate with a remote



island nation importing heavily
subsidized luxury goods from the
other side of the globe. To
supplement the supermarket runs,
cruisers frequent the vibrant Port
Moselle Market to procure fresh,
locally grown tropical produce and
seafood directly from Kanak

farmers and fishermen.

The barrier reef encircling Grande
Terre creates one of the most
magnificent, yet technically
demanding, navigational

environments in the world. While



the enclosed lagoon offers
hundreds of miles of highly
protected, flat-water sailing,
breaching the outer reef through
the established passes requires
acute timing, precise visual
pilotage, and a profound
understanding of localized

hydrodynamic forces.

There are three primary maritime
corridors utilized by foreign vessels
approaching the Noumea lagoon

from international waters: the



Boulari Pass, the Dumbea Pass,
and the Havannah Pass.

Boulari Pass: Serving as the
safest, deepest, and most
comprehensively lit approach, the
Boulari Pass is the optimal and
highly recommended route for
vessels arriving from the western
sectors (Australia). The pass is
hydrographically massive, largely
insulated from extreme tidal
currents, and is dominated by the
spectacular Amédeée Lighthouse.
This 53-meter high structure emits
a brilliant strobe flash every 10

seconds, visible from a distance of



20 nautical miles, ensuring safe
approaches even in poor visibility.
The highly conspicuous pass lead
light securely guides vessels
through the center of the channel
on a true bearing of 50°. Upon
clearing the inner reef, it is a
straightforward, protected
15-nautical-mile transit across the
lagoon to the Port Moselle
quarantine dock.

Dumbea Pass: Situated to the
northwest of Noumea, the Dumbea
Pass is utilized primarily by
commercial shipping and vessels

arriving from the deep northwest.



It is deep and well-marked but
lacks the sheer scale and iconic
lighting of Boulari.

Havannah Pass: Situated 39
nautical miles east of Noumea, the
Havannah Pass is the mandatory
gateway for vessels approaching
from Vanuatu, Fiji, or the broader
eastern Pacific. It is infamous
within the cruising community for
its aggressive and highly complex
hydrodynamics. The pass funnel
acts as a massive hydraulic valve
for the entire southern lagoon
ecosystem. It generates brutal,

localized tidal currents that



frequently accelerate to 4.7 knots
during the outgoing (ebb) tide,
setting heavily to the northeast.
When these immense outgoing
currents collide with strong,
opposing South East Trade winds
or heavy eastern ocean swells, the
pass generates steep, chaotic
overfalls and massive standing
waves that can easily broach or
overwhelm smaller cruising
vessels.

Navigation through Havannah Pass
is strictly predicated on timing the
transit to coincide precisely with

slack water or the commencement



of the flooding tide. The maximum
safe operational draft for this pass
is restricted to 10.6 meters. The
primary navigational aid is the
Goro Lighthouse, positioned on the
northwestern reef edge (25 meters
high, emitting a white flash every 4
seconds with a 12-nautical-mile
visibility). Captains must maintain
strict adherence to the marked
leads, as the current vectors within
the pass are highly complex and
can quickly set a vessel onto the

adjacent reef shelves.



While the French Hydrographic
Office (SHOM) produces
exceptional, heavily detailed
nautical charts for the primary
commercial shipping lanes and
major ports, standard electronic
vector charts often present critical,
potentially fatal limitations in the
remote lagoon environments.
Electronic charts and uncalibrated
satellite overlays frequently suffer
from severe geodetic datum
offsets. Because many of the

original French surveys of the outer



islands were conducted decades
before the advent of the World
Geodetic System (WGS84), the
modern GPS position of a vessel
will frequently plot directly onto
digital landmasses or solid coral
reefs on standard chartplotters.
To counter this technological
hazard, the absolute definitive
navigational authority utilized by
the global cruising community is

the digital Rocket Cruising Guide to

New Caledonia. Developed through

decades of localized, painstaking
hydrographic surveying by resident

marine scientists, this specialized


https://rocketcruisingguides.com/
https://rocketcruisingguides.com/

software (available for Windows
and Mac systems) provides
geodetically corrected,
high-resolution aerial and satellite
imagery of 220 anchorages across
the entire archipelago. The
software sizes are substantial
(ranging from 464MB to 600MB
depending on the OS), reflecting
the immense density of the data,
and retail between €125.00 and
€210.00.

Crucially, the guide provides 240
pre-verified GPS route files (.gpx)
that can be imported directly into a

vessel's chartplotter. These routes



guarantee sub-meter accuracy
when transiting complex coral
labyrinths, ensuring that the vessel
remains in deep, safe water even
when the primary electronic charts
indicate the yacht is sailing across
dry land. The guide features
vertical survey quality images,
precise depths, locations of
submerged coral heads, and
detailed mud maps that are
entirely absent from official pilot

books.



9. The Anchorages: A

Itinerary

New Caledonia offers an

unparalleled diversity of
anchorages, ranging from
deep-water mud basins in
estuarine river mouths to pristine,
white-sand atolls in the outer
lagoon. Access to these locations is
intricately regulated based on
vessel length, draft, and

environmental impact matrices.



The southern lagoon, extending
approximately 30 miles from
Noumea to the Isle of Pines (lle
des Pins), constitutes the primary
and most spectacular cruising
ground for the majority of visiting
yachts. This area is characterized
by dramatic columnar pines,
eroded mushroom-shaped
limestone islets, and exceptional
water clarity.

Baie Ure: Located at 22°24.30'S,
166°48.20'E, this bay serves as an

exceptional strategic stopover



when transiting north or south
through the Canal Woodin. The
anchorage is situated off a small
beach at the head of a stream,
offering phenomenal holding in 10
meters of thick red mud. It is
highly sheltered, experiencing only
occasional wake swell from passing
commercial vessels, and is easily
entered or exited in poor light or
during night transits.

Gadji Bay: Located on the
northwestern tip of the Isle of
Pines, Gadji offers a magical
anchorage sheltered by a labyrinth

of limestone reefs and columnar



pines. It is relatively shallow,
heavily favoring cruising
catamarans and monohulls with
drafts under 2.5 meters. The
approach requires careful visual
pilotage to navigate between the
iconic eroded 'mushroom’ rocks to
find sandy patches free of coral.

Baie d'Oro: A visually stunning

but intricate anchorage on the
eastern side of the Isle of Pines.
The approach involves navigating a
tight, spectacular passage between
breaking reefs, leading to an inner
sandy basin. The primary outer
anchorage lies at 22°34.22'S,



167°31.16'E, offering excellent
shelter and depths of 3 meters in
sand and mud. A secondary, highly
protected anchorage exists further
inside, but the approach involves
passing over a reef shelf indicating
merely 0.9 meters of depth at low
water, strictly limiting access to
shallow-draft multihulls utilizing
high-tide windows.

Kuto Bay Pilotage Decrees: Kuto
Bay serves as the primary
deep-water anchorage and vital
commercial ferry terminal for the
Isle of Pines. Due to its intense

commercial importance and fragile



benthic ecosystem, anchoring here
is strictly governed by rigid
maritime decrees (2014-1201/GNC
and 2018-4054/GNC). Yachts and
commercial vessels are legally
bound to drop anchor exclusively
within designated coordinate radii.
Furthermore, the use of Dynamic
Positioning (DP) systems by
superyachts to hold station is
explicitly prohibited in this bay to
prevent prop-wash scouring of the
seabed.

The specific anchorage limits in
Kuto Bay are categorized by vessel

size and draft:



p2° 39.46'S /
67° 25.91'E

p2° 39.58'S /

67° 25.64'E

p2° 39.71'S /
67° 25.25'E

p2° 39.98'S /
67° 25.79'E

Maximum
Permitted
Draft

< 8.2 meters

8.2 meters

10.0 meters

8.2 meters

Maximum
Swinging
Radius

0.15 Nautical
WIES

0.20 Nautical

Miles

0.25 Nautical
Miles

0.20 Nautical
Miles




Venturing north along the massive
coasts of Grande Terre offers
cruisers solitude and rugged
beauty.

Baie Ugie: Located at 21°08.90'S,
165°32.68'E on the East Coast,
this bay splits the distance to
Touho but is highly exposed. It is
known as a rolly, gusty anchorage,
particularly miserable in strong
easterly winds. The water is
heavily silted, masking shallow

coral patches, requiring captains to



rely heavily on electronic charts to
tuck behind the old wharf in 5
meters of sand.

Hienghene: Located at
20°40.84'S, 164°57.14'E, this is
one of the premier tourist areas on
the East Coast, famous for
dramatic rock formations. Yachts
typically anchor south of the red
buoy off Les Tours in 3 meters of
sand with excellent holding. While
open to the north, the bay is highly
protected from the prevailing
South East Trades, offering flat

water overnight.



Baie de Gomen & Baie de
Chasseloupe: Located on the
North West coast (20°45.25'S and
20°57.9'S respectively), these bays
serve as vital, handy day-sailing
stops when transiting the northern
lagoon. Gomen offers 3.5 meters in
sand amidst heavy mining activity,
while Chasseloupe features
complex, heavily buoyed channels
leading into massive new

commercial harbors.

The Loyalty Islands lie to the east

of Grande Terre and represent the



absolute pinnacle of remote,
culturally immersive cruising.
Ouvéa is a breathtaking
crescent-shaped atoll fringed with
a stunning 25-kilometer white sand
beach, where the sand is so fine it
feels like powder. However, access
to this pristine region is heavily
restricted by both bureaucracy and
maritime pilotage laws.

All private vessels intending to sail
to the Loyalty Islands must obtain
formal validation and permission
prior to arrival by contacting the
We Marina on Lifou (via VHF

Channel 67 or email). It is critical



to note that it is no longer legally
permissible to utilize any of the
Loyalty Islands as a port of entry
or exit for international clearance;
vessels must clear in Noumea first,
then sail east.

For superyachts and commercial
vessels, navigation in the Loyalty
Islands is strictly regulated by
maritime pilots. Tankers are
heavily restricted to daytime
maneuvering only within the Ouvéa
lagoon and Loyalty ports. Pilotage
is compulsory for vessels over 60

meters in length. The pilot



boarding grounds and designated
anchorages are highly specific:
BlLifou (Chepenehe Bay):
Pilots board at 20° 49.35’S /
167° 05.60°E. Large vessels
may anchor at Easo Point (20°
47.79'S / 167° 07.36'E) with a
0.25 NM radius, or Drueulu
(20° 55.14'S / 167° 04.68'E).
Crucially, the traditional Easo
Village anchorage is strictly
marked "DO NOT USE" for
commercial vessels.
BlLifou (We Harbor): Located
at 20° 54.9'S / 167° 16.9'E in
Chateaubriand Bay, this harbor



restricts vessels to a maximum
LOA of 80 meters and a draft
of 4.20 meters. Tug assistance
is compulsory for vessels over
60 meters lacking twin
propellers and a bow thruster.
BIMaré: Pilot boarding occurs at
21°33.70'S / 167°50.60'E. The
primary anchorages in Tadine
(M1-M3) support massive
drafts up to 10 meters.
However, the La Roche
anchorages are strictly limited
to daylight hours and require
explicit local tribal permission

before use.



BTiga: The small island of Tiga
permits transit only with a pilot
onboard. ' Physical anchoring
utilizing ground tackle is
strictly prohibited to protect
the fragile benthic reef; only
Dynamic Positioning (DP)

systems are authorized,

restricted exactly to the
coordinates of 21°04.885’'S /
167°47.396'E. *

o 1 —ILE DES PINS - Pilotage-maritime-nc

® info.pilotage-maritime.nc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1T35.11-LOYALT

Y-ISLAND-PORT-ANCHORAGE-Version-C.pdf


https://info.pilotage-maritime.nc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/IT35.11-LOYALTY-ISLAND-PORT-ANCHORAGE-Version-C.pdf
https://info.pilotage-maritime.nc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/IT35.11-LOYALTY-ISLAND-PORT-ANCHORAGE-Version-C.pdf
https://info.pilotage-maritime.nc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/IT35.11-LOYALTY-ISLAND-PORT-ANCHORAGE-Version-C.pdf
https://info.pilotage-maritime.nc/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/IT35.11-LOYALTY-ISLAND-PORT-ANCHORAGE-Version-C.pdf

10. Socio-Cultural Integration:
The Kanak Custom

Navigating the waters of New

Caledonia requires more than
cartographic precision and
meteorological insight; it demands
a profound anthropological
understanding of the indigenous
Melanesian culture. While the
capital city of Noumea functions as
a modern, bustling European
municipality, the vast majority of
the outer islands, the rugged East
Coast, and the entirety of the

Loyalty Islands are governed by



deeply traditional Kanak tribal
structures.

The cornerstone of all social
interaction, mutual respect, and
the fundamental requirement for
obtaining permission to travel
through these tribal regions is a
deeply symbolic ceremonial
protocol known as La Coutume
(The Custom). La Coutume is not a
commercial transaction, a tourist
toll, or a bribe; it is a profound,
ancient social contract. It
establishes a bridge of mutual
respect, humility, and the formal

recognition of the local Chief's



absolute authority over the
adjacent lands and territorial
waters.

Whenever a yacht crew intends to
drop anchor off a tribal village,
step ashore on a pristine private
beach, or request permission to
dive or fish a specific reef system,
they are ethically and socially
obligated to seek out the local
Chief, or an appointed tribal
representative, to perform this vital
gesture. The protocol involves a
formal introduction, accompanied
by a brief, respectful speech

explaining the crew's origins, their



specific intentions in the area, and
a humble request for permission to
anchor or explore.

This verbal request must be
accompanied by a symbolic
physical gift. Traditionally, the
offering consists of a manou (a
printed length of cloth or pareo)
and a monetary note of 1,000 XPF.
In decades past, tobacco was a
highly common offering, but
modern cultural shifts mean it is
now highly discouraged and
considered inappropriate. Small,

thoughtful souvenirs representing



the yacht's home country are also
warmly received and highly valued.
The Chief's acceptance of the gift,
and his reciprocal speech in return,
formally signifies that the crew's
request has been granted. It
indicates that the yacht and its
crew are officially welcomed and
placed under the protection of the
clan. Letting the Kanak host
explain the real subtlety of the
gesture brings cruisers profoundly
closer to the culture. Conversely,
failure to perform La Coutume is
viewed as an egregious insult and

a severe violation of tribal



sovereignty, frequently leading to
immediate expulsion from the
anchorage by unhappy locals.
Furthermore, cruisers must adhere
to strict codes of personal modesty
when visiting tribal lands.
Provocative clothing, topless
sunbathing, and nudism are strictly
forbidden outside of dedicated
European resort areas. Captains
must also be aware that certain
geographic features, prominent
reefs, and specific islands are
designated as taboo (sacred).
Access to these areas is absolutely

prohibited, and crucially, their



boundaries are rarely marked on
any official nautical chart or pilot
book. This underscores the vital,
practical importance of
communicating directly with locals
through La Coutume to acquire
localized knowledge and avoid

deeply offending the community.

11. Ecological Requlations
UNESCO Compliance, and

Future Constraints (2026+

New Caledonia's marine

environment is not merely a
spectacular cruising ground; it is a
highly regulated, strictly protected

global ecological sanctuary. In



2008, recognizing the unparalleled
biodiversity contained within the
lagoon, approximately 60% of the
Caledonian marine space was
officially inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage list. The territory
includes dozens of strictly
enforced, "no-take" marine
reserves where fishing, anchoring,
and the discharge of effluents
(blackwater) are universally
banned to protect the fragile

marine ecosystems.



To aggressively mitigate the
devastating physical impact of
heavy anchor chains grinding
across ancient coral structures, the
New Caledonian government has
heavily invested in the installation
of public mooring buoys
throughout the most frequented
marine parks and anchorages.
Furthermore, the territory heavily
promotes and enforces the Code of
Anchoring in Reef Environments
(CARE). The foundational principle
of CARE is absolute and



uncompromising: "Anchor in the
Sand, Not in the Coral". If a vessel
approaches an anchorage and
cannot locate a clear, deep sandy
patch with sufficient swinging room
that guarantees the anchor chain
will not foul or decapitate adjacent
coral heads during a wind shift, the
captain is ethically and legally
bound to abandon the attempt, pull
the ground tackle, and move the

vessel to an alternative anchorage.



Looking firmly into the regulatory
landscape of 2026 and beyond, the
yachting industry in New Caledonia
is becoming heavily influenced by
sweeping, draconian changes in
French maritime law and updated
international shipping regulations.
The French government has
enacted aggressive, highly punitive
anchoring laws in the
Mediterranean aimed specifically at
protecting Posidonia oceanica

(seagrass) meadows, which



function as vital carbon sinks,
oxygen producers, and nurseries
for marine life. These regulations
strictly prohibit all vessels
exceeding 24 meters in length from
anchoring over protected seagrass
ecosystems. The enforcement of
this ban is backed by staggering
financial penalties of up to
€150,000, alongside the potential
for the permanent banishment of
the offending vessel from all
French territorial waters.

While initially formulated for the
crowded Mediterranean coastlines,

these strict ecological protection



paradigms and massive financial
penalties are rapidly being
exported to French overseas
territories, heavily impacting
superyacht operations in New
Caledonia. Captains of vessels over
24 meters must now rely heavily
on specialized hydrographic
applications (such as Donia) and
local pilots to identify approved,
seagrass-free anchoring polygons,
fundamentally altering how large
vessels explore the pristine lagoon.
Furthermore, new regulations
dictate a maximum mooring

duration of 72 hours in specific



sensitive zones to prevent the
monopolization of prime
anchorages and limit the risk of
unattended vessels stranding on
the reefs.

Concurrently, the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) has
instituted sweeping amendments
to the SOLAS (Safety of Life at
Sea) conventions that came into
hard enforcement on January 1,
2026. A critical update (SOLAS
regulation II-1/3-13) targets the
mechanical safety of onboard lifting
appliances and heavy anchor

handling winches. To comply, all



anchor handling equipment on
commercial vessels and large
yachts must now undergo stringent
annual and 5-yearly load testing,
and be formally certified by a
recognized class society. This
regulation is designed to prevent
catastrophic mechanical failures
during deep-water anchoring or
dynamic positioning operations,
further ensuring that heavy ground
tackle does not accidentally deploy
and obliterate protected benthic
habitats in places like the Isle of

Pines or the Loyalty Islands.



In summation, successfully
navigating and enjoying the
majestic waters of New Caledonia
in 2026 demands a highly
sophisticated synthesis of
traditional blue-water seamanship,
advanced hydrographic technology,
rigid bureaucratic compliance, and
profound cultural and ecological
empathy. The rewards for
mastering this complex logistical
matrix are unparalleled access to
the most pristine, vibrant, and
well-supported cruising grounds in

the South Pacific Ocean.
n
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Support the Guide:
You owe me a cup of coffee now.
Thanks.
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