
The Declaration of Independence 
Reading and Discussion Questions  

 
1.​ Who wrote the Declaration of Independence, and whom did they represent? 

What are the difficulties entailed in “speaking for” a group?  Can you think of 
any differences of opinion that may have been suppressed in the final form of 
the Declaration?  

2.​ Who was the intended audience? Are there multiple addressees?  How are 
different audiences addressed in the text?   

3.​ Why was the Declaration written? What are the purposes? To express, inform, 
persuade? To instruct, move, delight? To set an agenda, shift attitudes, 
advocate specific policies? What did the American colonies want to 
accomplish?  

4.​ What is the situation?  Are there power inequities or imbalances addressed in 
the text? If yes, how do we see that?  

5.​ What important ideas appear in the second paragraph? What do phrases such 
as “all men are created equal” and “unalienable Rights” mean? 

6.​ According to the Declaration, what should a government do for its people? 
7.​ What does the Declaration say people may do when a government abuses its 

power? Do you agree? Explain. 
8.​ What complaints do the colonists make against King George III? Choose two 

that seem especially serious and explain why. 
9.​ How is the Declaration organized? How does each section help build its 

argument? 
10.​How would you describe the document’s tone—for example, angry, confident, 

serious, or hopeful? Give evidence from the text. 
11.​Is the Declaration convincing? Why or why not? Use an example from the text 

to support your answer. 
 
 


