RM1 Kenneth C. Oaks

Location - East-N: R3, C10

RM1 Oaks was on the first ship to be sunk in
WWII - The Rueben James and then on The
Brlstol (also sunk). He survived both.
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Kenneth C. Oaks

Kenneth C. Oaks, 84, who lived
his first 55 years in his hometown
of Oshkosh, Wisconsin and then
moved to Carefree, Arizona died
March 5th; 1999, following an ill-
ness. Ken was born in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, April 21, 1914 and
married  Elizabeth  (Betty)
Morainville Johnson on March 31,
1947. After Betty died in 1972,
Ken moved to Carefree Arizona
where he married Shirley Meyers.
Shirley passed on in 1997.

While in Oshkosh, Ken was
partners in Oaks Candy with his
brother Robert Oaks and later left
Oaks Candy and purchased Bad-
ger Mill Supply Corporation,
where he prided himself on his
salesmanship, often referring to
himself as just another peddler.
Ken’s passion was golf and he
managed to win or tie for the club
championship a number of times
at the Oshkosh Country Club. He
lived his final years in Carefree,
Arizona, married to Shirley Oaks
and played golf at Desert Forrest
Golf Club.

Surviving family members
include a brother, Richard Oaks of
Tucson, AZ, sons Kenneth C.
Oaks Jr. of Coeur d’Alene, ID,
Thomas B. Oaks of Salt Lake City,

UT, step-daughters Holly J.
Meyer of Federal Way, WA and Jo
Ann Clarke of Carefree, AZ.
Grandchildren include Kenneth
C. Oaks III and Kelly C. Oaks of
Spokane, WA, Briand Bur Oaks of
Salt Lake City, and one Great
Granddaughter, Hailey Oaks
Roellich in Spokane, WA.

Ken will be entombed in Lake
View Memorial Park mausoleum,
next to his first wife, Betty.

The family asks that donations
be made to the American Red
Cross in lieu of flowers. Ken was a
multi-gallon blood donor over his
lifetime and Betty worked as a Red
Cross volunteer for many years.

Ken was a great Father, Hus-
band, Salesman and Businessman.
He excelled at Golf, Tennis, Crib-
bage and Softball. He was a Navy
Radioman aboard 2 ships that
were sunk in WWII: the Rueben
James and the Bristol. He loved
Golf, Dancing, Dixieland Jazz,
Singing, the Green Bay Packers,
Dining Out, Dry Red Wine, a
Rare Steak, Driving Fast, The
Banjo, a good Piano Bar, Charm-
ing Women, Vacationing in Aca-
pulco, a good Scotch and Ron
Castillo Whiskey.

He will be greatly missed.



Rm/1 Kenneth C. Oaks, 320%
East Irving street, has been lhlp-L
ping on a destroyer. He enlisted
Dec. ll, 1940. H
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