
What are Backlinks in SEO and Why Do You 
Need Them? 

 

Ideal Customer Profile (ICP):​
 For founders with packed schedules and marketing heads at early-stage startups who want to 

grow their online presence but lack the in-house expertise or time to take action to implement a 

full SEO strategy. 

 

What are Backlinks in SEO and Why Do 
You Need Them? 

Meta Description:​
 Learn why backlinks are key to SEO’s optimum performance and how to build high-quality, 

authoritative backlinks to enhance the position of your site on Google. A step-by-step guide for 

digital marketers and website owners. 

 

Introduction: Backlinks Are Your SEO Superpower 

Imagine if search engines were students in high school, backlinks would be the popular votes 

for them. They tell Google, “Hey, this obtained content is worth checking out!”. Without 

backlinks, regardless of the quality of your best blogs, you may never leave the shadows of 

page 5. 



In 2025, SEO involves more than just keyword optimization. It’s about trust, relevance, and 

authority — and backlinks tie them all together. Want to know more? This blog breaks the 

concept down ... why they matter, how they work, and how to earn them like a pro. 

 

Understanding Backlinks: What Are They? 

What is a Backlink? 

A backlink is an incoming link that links from one website to another. Think of it as a vote of 

confidence. When another site links to yours, search engines are then able to understand that 

your content is valuable. 

Example: If HubSpot links to your SEO guide, that’s a backlink — and a successfully useful one. 

Internal vs. External Links 

●​ Internal links: Point users to other pages within the same website (like linking from your 

blog to your product page).​

 

●​ External backlinks: Come from other websites and pass more SEO value. That's what 

we are working towards. 

 

Why Backlinks Matter for SEO 

1. They Boost Your Site’s Authority 

Google regards backlinks as a sign of trust and authority. The more quality sites linking to you, 

the more credible you appear. This improves your Domain Authority (DA) and helps in a higher 

ranking in Google. 

2. They Drive Real Traffic 

https://blog.hubspot.com/


Good backlinks from relevant sites tap into audiences who are interested in what you offer. 

These are warm leads, not just any random visitors. 

3. They Help You Get Indexed Faster 

New pages get discovered faster when search engines discover new pages through backlinks 

from already-indexed websites. 

4. They're Still a Top-Ranking Factor in 2025 

Even with AI, voice search, and algorithm shifts, Google’s top three ranking signals are still 

considered through backlinks. 

 

Types of Backlinks: Not All Are Equal 

1. Dofollow Links 

These are the gold standard. They contribute to your website's authority as a form of  “link juice” 

to your site. 

2. Nofollow Links 

These are passing information to search engines, not to pass SEO value. Even then, they can 

drive traffic and build brand awareness. 

3. Editorial Backlinks 

These are coming naturally from several other sites mentioning your content — the holy grail of 

backlinks. 

4. Guest Post Backlinks 

The result of writing great content that resonates with other blogs in your niche. 

5. Toxic Links 



Avoid links from spammy sites. They can affect your SEO. Use tools like Ahrefs or Semrush to 

audit and disavow them. 

 

How to Get High-Quality Backlinks 

1. Create Shareable, Valuable Content 

Write blog posts, original research, or how-to guides that solve real problems. When content is 

useful, people can keenly associate it with the information. This helps them a lot. 

2. Use Guest Posting Smartly 

Start searching for industry-specific blogs and pitch topic ideas. Aim for relevance + authority. 

3. Outreach, but Make it Personal 

Initiate communication with site owners and convince them with solid reasons to link back. Keep 

it brief, personalised, and show what’s in it for them. 

4. Use Broken Link Building 

Find broken links on other sites, and tell them your content can be the best replacement in such 

a situation. Win-win. 

5. Get Featured in Roundups 

Share your best-performing content on the “Top 10 Resources” lists in your niche. 

 

Who Needs Backlinks the Most? 

●​ Founders & Startups: To strengthen visibility on the internet from scratch.​

 

https://ahrefs.com/
https://www.semrush.com/


●​ eCommerce Stores: Will help in driving traffic and competing with bigger brands.​

 

●​ Bloggers & Influencers: For visibility, niche authority, and monetisation.​

 

●​ B2B Companies: For ranking under the umbrella of competition and generating 

high-intent leads.​

 

 

Common Backlink Mistakes to Avoid 

●​ Buying Links: This is a risky case and against Google’s policies.​

 

●​ Overusing Anchor Text: Is spam and can trigger penalties.​

 

●​ Low-Quality Directories: These are of no value and can hurt rankings.​

 

●​ Ignoring Relevance: A backlink from a pet blog won’t help your B2B SaaS startup.​

 

 

Backlinks in 2025 and Beyond: What’s Changing? 

●​ AI is smarter now — It gives importance to context and how things are interlinked more 

than ever.​

 

●​ Link Velocity matters — Earning links slowly and steadily is better than a sudden spike.​

 

●​ E-E-A-T is crucial — Backlinks must be obtained from sites with Experience, 
Expertise, Authoritativeness, and Trustworthiness.​

 

 



Conclusion: Backlinks Aren’t Optional — They’re 
Essential 

If you want your website’s visibility to get boosted on search engines, get noticed, and convert, 

you need backlinks. They build your reputation, attract traffic, and open the door to higher 

search rankings. 
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