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Abstract

The Covid-19 pandemic has presented some unique public health and legal problems. Since its
initial origin in China, the disease has spread rapidly all over the world, and the number of cases
increased exponentially. Studies have shown that those who are uninsured have suffered
significant harm from the impacts of Covid-19. Through the 2020 CARES Act and the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021, the federal government has significantly assumed the obligation of
providing healthcare to US citizens. But Congressional action in healthcare is usually fraught
with partisan politics. In times of a pandemic, a constitutional right to healthcare would work
best to combat the rapid spread of a disease. However, the U.S. constitution does not guarantee
healthcare as a fundamental right, therefore this paper imagines such a right, which will expand
healthcare access to all citizens. It suggests that the roles of courts in shaping health equity will
be significant in guaranteeing a constitutional right to healthcare through the equal protection
clause, or through various state constitutions.
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