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(G) (i) Commencing with pupils graduating in the 2029–30 school year, including for 
pupils enrolled in a charter school, a one-semester course in ethnic studies. A local 
educational agency, including a charter school, may require a full-year course in 
ethnic studies at its discretion. Commencing with the 2025–26 school year, a local 
educational agency, including a charter school, with pupils in grades 9 to 12, 
inclusive, shall offer at least a one-semester course in ethnic studies. 

(ii) Subject to the course offerings of a local educational agency, including a charter 
school, a pupil may fulfill the requirement of clause (i) through the completion of 
any of the following types of courses: 

(I) A course based on the model curriculum developed pursuant to Section 
51226.7. 

(II) An existing ethnic studies course. 

(III) An ethnic studies course taught as part of a course that has been approved as 
meeting the A–G requirements of the University of California and the California 
State University. 

(IV) A locally developed ethnic studies course approved by the governing board of 
the school district or the governing body of the charter school. The proposed course 
shall first be presented at a public meeting of the governing board of the school 
district or the governing body of the charter school, and shall not be approved until 
a subsequent public meeting of the governing board or governing body at which the 
public has had the opportunity to express its views on the proposed course. 

(iii) A course that does not use ethnic studies content as the primary content 
through which the subject is taught shall not be used to satisfy the requirement of 
clause (i). 

(iv) A pupil completing a course described in clause (ii) shall also accrue credit for 
coursework in the subject that the course is offered, including, if applicable, credit 
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towards satisfying a course required for a diploma of graduation from high school 
pursuant to this section. 

(v) Curriculum, instruction, and instructional materials for a course described in 
clause (ii) shall meet all of the following requirements: 

(I) Be appropriate for use with pupils of all races, religions, nationalities, genders, 
sexual orientations, and diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds, pupils with 
disabilities, and English learners. 

(II) Not reflect or promote, directly or indirectly, any bias, bigotry, or discrimination 
against any person or group of persons on the basis of any category protected by 
Section 220. 

(III) Not teach or promote religious doctrine. 

(vi) It is the intent of the Legislature that local educational agencies, including 
charter schools, consider that, pursuant to Section 51226.7, the Instructional 
Quality Commission undertook a lengthy, thorough, deliberative, and inclusive 
process before submitting a model curriculum in ethnic studies to the state board. 
To the extent that local educational agencies, including charter schools, choose to 
locally develop an ethnic studies program for approval by their governing board or 
governing body, it is the intent of the Legislature that local educational agencies not 
use the portions of the draft model curriculum that were not adopted by the 
Instructional Quality Commission due to concerns related to bias, bigotry, and 
discrimination. 

(vii) The amendments made to this section by the act adding this subparagraph 
shall not be construed to alter any other requirement of this section for pupils 
enrolled in a charter school. 

 


