
Basic Composition - After Effects 
 
Step 1 Create a New Composition, choose a duration of 5 seconds 
 
Step 2 CMD+Y will create a new Solid Layer. A solid layer is your background. 
 
Step 3 Add a text layer and position it above your solid layer in the layer order 
 
Step 4 Type your descriptive effect as a text layer (you may want to test out some 
effects) 
 
Look in the effect panel and take a look at the different effects. Add the effect to either 
your text layer or your background layer. 
 
What happens when you add multiple effects or animate text? 
 
When complete, add to Render Queue and complete Render. 
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